
s

I

hmeoL
Id ship!
on of

their

next

TBB rKOVBIOT FVLFILX.SP. 11

both
'Vom
I the

Bois
enoe

oth.

thi

ISe
lad

igk
the

[of

ite

ire

as

m
to

I-

h
t

I

fli

'ben qdtlMl 1^ Am offloer U oommuid, who, deaoending to the beieii,-preoe>

ded hj two of hia men, stqtped into % light skiff that !»; idiained to the

cnarled root of a tree overhanging tin oirnnt. an^ ^^cpe mcler the batterv.

A few sturdy strokes of the oars soon brought tK^ tloat into the centre of the

stream, when the stout broad-built figure and carbuncled face of an offiotf

in the onifinm of the forty-first regiment, were successively recognised, as he
stood upright in the stem.

^* What the denoe brings Tom Raymond to us in such a huny 7 I thou{|^
the ordw of the general was that he should nn no account leave his post, nn-
l«Bi summpned by signal," observed one of the gronp^ of younger offloen

who had ftntt quitted the council hall, and who now waited with interest Ibr

the landing of their companion.
" What brings him here, can you ask V replied one at the side of the

questioner, and with a solemnity of tone and manner that caused the whole
w the group to turn their eyes upon him, as he monmfiilly shook his head.
^*' Aje, v>nat brings him here T* repeated more than one voice, whik all'

doiedlnqnirinriy around ibr information.
*' Whv the thmg is as dear as the carbuncles on his own fiu!e--the boat, to

be sore.'' And the tmiam was perpetrated with the same provoking^y lo^
erous. yet evidently forced, gravitv of tone and manner.

** Execrable^ Middlemore.—Will yon never give over that vile habit at

punning 1"

"DetesUbk!" said another.
« RIdieolous !" repeaM a third.

"Pshaw! the worst yon ever uttered!" ezdaimed a fourth, and each, nahtf,
fluis expressed himself turned »way with a movement of impatience.

*'That animal, Raymond, grows like a very porpoise," remarked a young'^'

captain, who prided himself on the excessive smaflness of his wust. " H*'^
thinks that, like theground-hogs that abound on his iskitd, he must fktten on
luokory nuts. Only see how the man melts in the noonday sun. But as yon
aay, Yilliers, what can bring him here without an order from the general t
Ana then the gun last fireo. Ha ! I have it.—He has discovered a Yankee
boat stealing along through the other channel."

" No doubt there is cre^ of some description tn the t^fnc?," pursued the
incorrigible Middlemore, with the same affected unconsciousness.

**Ha t" returned Captain Molineux, the officer who had commented so fredy'

npon the fat lieutenant in the boat—" Your pun, infamous as it would be at

tiie best, is utterly without point now, for there has not been a breath ofwind
Stirring during the whole morning."

** Pun, did you say 1" exclaimed Middlemore, vrith well aflEboted surprile at

the charge, " my dear fellow, I meant no pun."
Further remark was checked by an impatience to learn the cause of

Lieutenant Raymond's abrupt appearanoe. and the officers approached tho-

C'neipal group. The former had now reached the shore, and, shuffling up the #
ak as fast as his own corpulency and the abruptness Of the ascent would

'

permit, hastened to the general, who stood at some little distance awaiting the
•xpeoted communioation of the messenger. - >^

*^ Well, Mr. Raymond, what is it—what have you discovered firoai yom
post ?" demanded the General, who, with those around him, found difleul^
m repreasins a smile at the boated appearance df the fat subaltern, the loua.'

puffing of whose lungs had been audible before he himself drew near enourii
to address the chief—" something important, I should imagine, if we mayjuue
firom the haste with which you appear to have travelled over the short dw"
tance that separates us V*

^ Something very important, indeed, Qeneral," answered the officer, iow^'
hig his undress cap, and speaking huski'y from exertion; "th^re is a largi

bark, sir, filled with men, stealing along shore in the American channel, anv
I can see nothing of the gun boat that should be stationed there. A shot wai
ired firom he eastern battery, in th« hope «f luijuaging her to, l^it, as thegoat

i'


