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u PREFACE.

charge of a new Government College at Spanish

Tov/n, Jamaica. I had always been psychological,

pnd in the space and leisure of the lazy Tropics, I

began to excogitate by slow degrees various expan-

sive works on the science of mind, the greater num-
ber of which still remain unwritten. Returning to

England in '76 I found myself out of work, and so

committed to paper some of riiy views on the origin

of the higher pleasure v/e derive from natural or

artistic products; and I called my book Physiological

.Esthetics. It was not my very first attempt at

literature; already I had produced about a hundred
or more magazine articles on various philosophical

and scientific subjects, every one of which I sent to

the editors of leading reviews, and every one of

which was punctually "Declined with thanks," or

committed without even that polite formality to the

editorial waste-paper basket. Nothing daunted by
failure, however, I wrote on and on, and made up
my mind, in my interval of forced idleness, to print

a book of my own at all hazards.

I wrote Physiological Esthetics in lodgings at

Oxford. When it was finished and carefully revised,

I offered it to Messrs. Henry S. King & Co., who
were then leading publishers of philosophical liter-

ature. Mr. Kegan Paul, their reader, reported

doubtfully of the work. It was not likely to pay,

he said, but it contained good matter, and the firm

would print it for me on the usuai commission. I

was by no means rich—for fear of exaggeration I

am stating the case mildly—but I believed somehow
in Physiological JEsthelics. I was young then, ard

I hope the court of public opinion will extend to

me, on that ground, the inuulgence usually shown
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