
that he had aual accounts from Rochelle of
what furs the French imported, which all came
there; and that they imported three or four hunis
dred martins annually, and with them a fmall

qantity ofHudfan's-Bay furs.- This is the fub-
fAance of. his evidence.

iTha been frongly urged againft.the Com
pany, that they did not endeavour to encreafe
and extend their fur-trade as they ought ; that
the French carried away many of their rich furs
from the inland at the heads of their fettlements;
that by not. fending up perfons to trade upon
the rivers and lakes, great numbers of deer and
buffalo fkins were Iofi, the natives having no
conveyance for them down the.rivers but fmall
birchcanoes.; and, that a.great many other.kinds
of furs might be had, if the natives. were not
difcouraged from taking them, on account of the
high price of the- Company's goods, fuch as,
white. hares, ermines, and fquirrels. Mr. Spar-
Iing's teftimony was intended to invalidate this
charge ; and with that view he produced the deer,
ermine, and fquirrè1 kins.

-THE deer-fkin he produced was, probably the
vileif he could pick out, full of holes,. and kilf-
e4l at an improper feafon; for deer-fkins, like
other pelts and furs, have their feafon. At one.
time of the year they are troubled with an in-
fed .that eats holes in their fkins, a diforder-
called the warbles, of which, however, they are
perfe&ly cured before winter ; but if the deer
are killed at this feafon, the fcins muft unavoid-
ably have holes in them; and is that a reafon
why the natives fhould not be encoraged to kill
them< at a proper feafon, by allowing a juft'
pri ce for good lkinsi? Had the natiyes any rea-.
fon to expeé that their care would be rewarded,î
they would .never. ili deer out of feafon, unlefs

hunger


