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THE PUBLIC EXPENDITURE|

The Toronto. Star, which is one ‘of
the brightest supporters of the Laurier
ministry, reminds those, who criticize
iile enormous - increase in - the public
expenditure of the Dominion, that the
country is much larger 1n business and
population than it was in 1896. Never-
theless it feels compelled to say ‘it
does not” follow that we should relax
eur offorts either to keep down ex-
venses orv to check ‘the tendency to
iong sessions.” ‘We should be sorry
to say that the Star has not -made
pralseworthy etforts in these direc-
tions. Tihcy Lhave not been very con-
spicuous, but since, It does not think
they ought to be relaxed, we suppose
they must have some existeneg.  We
anay be pardonzd if we fail to discover
anything in the policy of our coatem-
porary’s politicil friends, wkich :indi-
cutes a desire o .place o curb upon the
extravagant demands of their support-
érs. In the face of the monumeatal
appropriations of the lasc sesslon, it i3
absu for any supporter of the ad-
ministration to suggest that the ideca
of economy found a 'place in its pro-
gramme. We find no difficulty in con-
ceding that the government ' would
have liked a short session. Mt could
not have been too short to suit themas
They would have liked 1o have pushed
everything through - in short metre;
and it certainly’ was not their fault,
as parliamentary managers, that so
much time was occupied in extract-
ing information and preventing  out-
rageous legislation. ' They had their
frienfls well in ‘hand, and the majority
would have voted that black was
white, or anything else, if it had been
asked to do so. Neither can it .be suc-
cesnfully denied that, if the govern-
ment had made a bona fide effort to
practice economy, that their: support-
ers would not have stood by them.,
Their supporters showed over and
over again that they were prepared to
vote as they were asked ‘“until fur-
ther orders.” Now we are not mucH
inclined to blame the supporters-of a
government for getting all they can
for their constituencies. Their con-
stituents expect it, and there i3 some-
thing in the contention, that - while
things are going, it is good policy to
get your share. ' The responsibility for
the wast increase if the public expen-
diture is chargeable wholly to the min-
istry. It is for that body to say what
shall be the rule- adopted in .making
appropriations. Granting that there.are
always almost Jdnnumerable demands
for appropriations, and. also that in a
growing country  like ours it is im-
possible to keep. the ‘annual . outlay
fronr increasing, a '_government,  in-
spired by any appreciation of economy
or of the necessity of keeping within
reasonable -bounds, vought. .to . ba .able
to prevent its supporiers..from . de-
manding more than .the.country ought,
to afford .to. grant. . We. say - “ought
to afford,” because we are .not.of those
who think that the, couniry..cannot
stand even .the reckless. extravagance.
of the Laurier ministry. .. We.. say
“aught' to afford,” because it seems
to us good statesmanship not.to bur-

.den the country with debt and. not to

increase expenditures. .vastly .on. . a
rapidly falling revenue. - Suech a policy
tends not only to the future embar-
rassment of the government, when
need arises for exceptional expendi-

" tures, but has a bad effect upon gen-

eral businéss. ”

The Star thinks that by and bye,
when' less money s needed for the
development of the West, the expendi-
tures can be cut down, the sessions
shortened and the tariff lowered. This
is worse than a forlorn hope, for it
is founded upon -a‘ myth. The great
increase in expenditures is not called
for by the development of the West,
but by the. general policy of extra-
vagance. ‘The case of Nova Scotia may
be eited, where one might almost say
the Minister of Finance had to send
out a detective in order to discover
places where .the Dominjon could build
wharves.. . This -is- an illustration of
the policy ' of vast  needless ' outlay,
not needless in 'the 'sénse’ that it is of
no use whatever, but needless, for
a long time to come. . Moreover it has
been demonstrated by evidenee that
canno! bde disproved, that in making
its expenditures, the -administration
has been careless \as to ‘Whether value
was  received ‘for the money. High
prices have been paid, grafts have
been numerous, -unbusinesslike me-
thods have prevailed both in estimat-
ing the cost. of public enterprises and
in carrying them. out.. No more con-
spicuous illustration of this ecan. be
cited than that of the government sec-
tion of the National Transcontinental
Raflway and the Quebec bridge. It is
ingenious on the part-.of the Star to
try to.'make it appear that' the wvast
increase of expenditure, which it can-
not pretend to: defend, is due to ‘the
development of the West, but it wil
mislead not even -itself.. The increase
is due to 'the fact that the Liberal
party lost its head after the election
of 1904, and has gone plunging on re-
gardless of where it was' dragging the
country. This is why it js time for a
change. Clothe these people  with
power for another parliamentary term,
an(}, no, one can tell what may happen:
It 'is' time to call a halt. v

.YENEZUELA.

Venezuela, means little Venice, and
was_so0 called because its early ex-
plorers ‘found a race of Indians living
in huts built on piles in Lake Mara-
caibo. It  lies between British Gui-
ana on the east, Colombia_on the west,
Brazil on the south and the Carib-
bean Sea on the north. 1Its area is a
little under 600,000 square miles. Tts
population ‘is about 2,250,000, of whom
20,000 are foreigners, chiefly Spani-
ards, 350,000 are Indians, &ome ' of
whom ‘maintain their independence and
are yet in savagery,  the remaining
1,800,000 being a nondescript race, gue
to an admixture of Spanish, Indian
and Negro elements. It is said that
there is hardly 'a pure white or black
among the native inhabitants. ' The
country is divided by nature into three
parts, the mountainous region in ihe
north and northwest, where most of
the population lives, the  ©ronoco
Basin, and fthe Guiana Highlands in
the southeart. It has a varving cli-
rmis éspendent upon the altitude, in
*he lowest levels the \temperature be-
ign equatorial ‘and the mountain tons
being clothed with perennial snow. The
perpetual snow" line begins at 14.600
feet, that is, at a conslderably higher
n'titude than the summit of. Mount
Boker, and at the same altitudg as the
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‘| sérvative gZathering Saturday at Sid-

summit of Mount Ranier. A - very
‘large portion of the country is wholly
nnexplored, and if, in theicvent of hos-
tilities .with Holland, Pregident Castro.
i should -choose to retreat into the in-*
terior; he woul@l be abSolutely "safe
from interference. ‘At the same time
he would by so dbolng abandon the dé- |
veloped part of thé country. A notable
feature of the settled part of Venezue-
la is Lake Maracaibo, which ds situ-
ated in the northwest. 'This Is a sheet
of water/having a superficies of ‘more
than® 6000 square miles ‘and is con-
nected with. the: sea by a  shallow
strait, . nine miles In ‘width, which
opens into the Gulf of Venezuela.  The
city of Maracaibo stands at the outlet
of this lake, and around {t.are sev-.
eral other towns.. La Guayra, the
port of Caracas, Barcelona, Porto Ca-
bello and one or two other towns are
on the sea coast. There are a'number
of small towns throughout the lower
Oronoce valley. Caracas, the: capital
of- the republic and 1ns principal city;
stands about six miles. from the sea
and is elevated 3000 feet above sea
level. It has a population of 75,000.
Its delightful situation, the tempera-
ture being moderated by its altitude,
has always secured for it a fair share
of prosperity. In many -respects it is
a very excellent city. It-has suffered
much from earthquakes, having. been
twice destroyed, but such are the ad-
vantages of fits situation .that it was
promptly rebuilt on _each  occasion.
Castro would probably feel quite safe
from the Dutch “in Caracas, and the
difficulties in the ‘way of an’ invasion
of the country are.such that it will not
be surprising if Holland contcnis her-
eelf with a bleckade.

“WHEN THE WEST CUNTROLS.”

The Calgary Herald thinks that the
Census cf 1921 will give the ‘West po~
litical control of the Dominion.. What
is meant by this i3z probably nothing
more than that the number. of’ repre-
sentatives from the Western Provinces
will be sufficient to control . Parlia-
ment, if they decide to work together.
We look upon such a combination as
unlikely, and therefore upon the ex-
pression, “When the West Controls”
chiefly as a figure of speech. Canada
has had seven premiers. Of these,
three, Macdonald, Mackenzie and
Bowell were: from Ontario; | two,
Thompson and Tupper, from Nova
Scotia, and two, Abbott and Laurier,
from Quebec. Fof twenty-five and a
half years Ontario premiers have been
in power, for.thirteen and a half years
Quebec premiers have administered af-
fairs, leaving a little over two years
during which Nova Scotians were at
the helm. To a certain extent it is
probably true that the  long  pre-
eminence of Ontario ‘and Quebec in
this respect has been due to the great-
er population of those provinces, but
this does not explain it wholly. Much
must be conceded to the ability of Sir
John Macdonald and Sir Wilfrid Laur-
ier. Since Confederation more - than
one hundred and twenty persons have
held seats in the Dominlon cabinet,
and ‘of these only four hawve been resi-
dents of the West, that is of the
country west of the Great Lakes. This
is, certainly somewhat of a meagre rep-
resentation, and_ it ecan hardly? be
claimed that the West- has had its
share. . At the present time, out of
sixteen’ departments,’ not including the
office of SolicitoriGeneral, Wwho is not
in the cabinet, three, namely the In-
terior, Inland Revenue and Mines ?&rg
in the hands of Weste g'ae:\,‘ Mr.
Templeman holding tHe ¥wo last nam-
éd. We are certainly ‘a long’ way'
short of approaching =~ anything like
control, and we will have to make pret- |
1y lvely. progress if during the next
decade and a half we can advance a
‘claim to any such positlon.. We do not
know that it is desirable that the West
should control, and we are greatly op-
‘poséd to the idea that sectional con-
siderations should have anything more
than a minimum weight in the man-
agement of public affairs. / At the same
time it is inevitable that the West shall
4in the .course of time, come to occupy a
much more prominent and, influential
place in the councils ‘of the Dominion
than it now does. This jis a matter,
however, in which -the personal equa-
tion will count for much:. - When the
West produces a leader he will doubt-
less lead. - At the same_ time no one
can point out in, advance what the
qualities necessary for leadership are.
Conspicaous ability is not enough, and
every one familiar with the -history
of our politics can easily recall facts
which establsh this. A leader must
fit the opportunity. ' ~We have much
faith in the evolution of leaders, for
our reading of history shows.that men
control their era less than their era
controls. them. They do not create
but are the products of epochs. At the
same time the course of political events
in the United States shows that politi-
cal suprémacy may, like the Star of,
Empire westward take its way.

THE CONSERVATIVE PICNIC

Political picnics are somewhai'ot a
novelty in British. Columbia, but the
great succéss whieh attended the Con-.

ney, may naturally make them a fea-
ture of our public life. They are good
things 4in their way. They .serve to
make: people acquainted with ‘each
other. They are ‘demonstrations of
strength. ‘- They afford opportunities
for® an ‘interchange 0f views. They
stimulate” interest in public affairs,
and incidentally they enable a number
of -people to have a good time. - The
presence of ladies and children adds
to the interest of such occasions and
maintains their tone. In all respects
the gathering at Sidney was what it
ought to be, It was a fine representa-
tive assemblage-from all the principal
points in the southeastern pagt of the
province and the fact that more than
two thousand people were present,
shows that the interest taken by the
Congervatives in the welfare of their
party is strong and healthy. Only a
political party, that is very much alive
and thoroughly fit to do its duty, could
get together such a fine gathering of
peodple as those present at the pretty
seaside village. The idea of holding
the pichic was an excellent one, and
those who had the arrangements .in
hand areto be congratulated upon the
success that attended their plans..
As a rule we-do not care to trouble
our’ readers with politics on Sunday
morning, but there is a sgide.to, such
things that may well be considered
eveén on that day, and it is the rela-
tion of the citizen to public affairs.
We are not-of those who believe in the
constant discussion of party gquestions,
and think that between eléction con-

as they can, all political differences
and unite in the promotion of the wel-
fare of the community. At the same
time it seems as if it ought to be re-

to take a live interest in everything

country.. Our country is largely what |
we ‘make it, and ‘an' obligation ‘rests

s§and public issues and to keep track
of publie administration. As yet né
hetter expedient than dp_arty govern-
ment ‘has- been devised whereby' the
best results in public life ¢an be se-
cured., Therefore all men ought to af-

tests the people ought to forget, as far{

garded as the bounden duty of all'men |

relating to the government . of the|

upon all of us to endeavor to under-|

iJ

should become hide-bound partizans,
standing by their political friends un-
der any and all cifeumstances, Every
citizen ought to ‘ratain an open niind,
Feven though his PBest judgment may
lead "him to give his adherence to a
-particular - party. - Therefore "gather-
ngs like-that of ‘yesterday have an in-
fluence in the right-direction. = They
differ: from campaign meetings, when
as a rule partizanship runs wild. They
are little ¢lse than the coming toge-
ther of a number ‘of people, who feel
that the political party, under whose
auspices they are.met, represents what
is best in the public lige of the country.
This is why we look upon the Sidney
pienic as' a véry valu@ble demonstra-
tion. ©The thousands 6f pebple did not
meet to work for ‘the ‘triumph of any
candidate, buf  sSolely to show their
sympathy with .what :the Conservative
party in Canada stands-for. That it
was so- great a:puccess is an excellent
thing for the cduntry, for it shows the
existence of an active interest in party
organization and kence in the issues
of the A& Y.« . F e

FREE TRADERS.

The London Tinfes, vommenting on
thé recent Free dg Congress, men-
tioned: the often 7forgotten' fact that
outside of England #fiere-are no free
traders in the British Empire, and that
the people in" the Colonies who call
themsglves by that title are really
not very unlike t4riff-reformers at
home, sIn other words, what we under-
stand by ‘free.trade out of the United
Kingdom is - the.4dmposition of duties
for revenue . purposes, but. so regulated
as to give domestic producers as much
advantage ' as' possible over foreign
competitors. We ‘quote from ‘the
Times:

Another thing may be noted in the
discourses of our - foreign visitors.
They are not free traders in the Eng-
lish sense. They do not venture to
discard  fiscal' burdens wupon trade.
They all ‘contemplate a’tariff for rev-
enue purposes, and what theycondemn
is the imposition ‘of duties over and
above what are needed .for revenue,
with the distinct - intention -and  the
practical effeet of fostering protected
industries. ' Now .the ~peculiarity of
English free ‘trade is that it condemns
duties indiscriminately, and is at pains
to prove:at great length that duties on
goods ‘are inherently vicious, because,
as is said, they take more from the
consumer’ than. they yield to the ex-
chequer. MTF. sAsquith was eloguent
upon.this- Read on the opening day of
the congress. <4t is'true that we do
raise eonsiderable revenue from duties
on goods, but 'the main part is justified
by collaterall moral advantages sup-
posed to ensue fromr the enhanced cost
of intoxicants, and the rest is merely
one of the departures from logic and
principle which the most rigid of Eng-
lish theorists ‘may always be found
permitting to himself and friends.  The
‘tariff reformer,” whatever his enemies
may say for controversial purposes,
does not want protection to foster in-
dustries that cannot stand.aloné€; but
he does impose duties for revenueé*pur-
poses, - and to varys'the incidence" of
these duties so as-to.counteract as far
as possible. tariffe”’designed to crush
our industries by artificial interference
with free and fair ‘compétition. Thus,
as soon as” we put aside vague gen-
eralities “and . random *:declamation
about: the millennial qualities of : free
trade—a  free trade not known- upon
earth—we ‘find that there s a great
gulf between the practical views of
foreign’ free traders dnd®thibse of the
English *school. = There:‘may be here
and -there fin other countries a thor-
ough-going , theorist .of ,the English
type, since every party produces now
and then an extremist. But foreign
free-trade’ opinion: corresponds as a
whole to English tariff reform and not
to. orthodox Eriglish free trade. Even
80, that opinion is powerless. to affect

the policy of-.other.nations, and the
fact ‘is plainly admitted .in different

ways and in different tones by our for-
eign visitors. It is therefore impossible
that they can effect the reinforcement
of free. tradeé inion in this country
which we prestime to have been ex-
pected. from their visit. >

This extract illustrates the force of
what .80 many Canadian writers anhd
some Canadian speakers ve always

‘Insisted upon, namely, that the British

péople at home must be dllowed to
work out ‘their own tariff problems,
and that when we in the Colonies in-
terject ourselves into the discussion
we are almost certain to put ourselves
in the wrong. ) A

AN INTERESTING ANNIVERSARY

. The’ London Standard directed at-
tention to an anniversary, which most
people overlooked, :namely the fiftieth
‘anniversary of the successful laying
of the first Atlantic telegraph cable,
which was: accomplished on .August
5, -1858.  The Standard seems to. be
‘under the = impression that . the first
cable was laid by the U.S,S. Niagara.
The first and second attempts were
made by this vessel, which was ac-
companied by H.M.S. Agamemnon, but
the third attempt, which turned out
all right,. was made by -the Agamemon
and Niagara which each carried about
one-half the cable and met in mid-
Atlantic, '‘where the ends of the two
‘parts were joined, 'and the first named
ship “sailed for "Valencia Bay, Ireland
and the other for the Newfoundlarnd
coast. This cable was. connected with
the American land slines, and for a
little over a month’ @id. satisfactory
work,” when it was burnt out by an
over-charge of electricity. . The laying
of this cable was properly i0oked up-
on as a work. of tremendous signifi-
cance. This venture owed its incep-
tion largely to the Messrs Brett Broth-
ers, Bnglish electricians, who, in con-
junction with Sir Willlam Thompson,
afterwards Lord Kelvin, had demoh-
strated that messages could be trans-
mitted under water with properly /in-
sulated cables. A description of the
first Atlantic cable may not be unin-
teresting. It consisted of seven fine
copper wires, twisted into. a. cord,

-which was one-twelfth of an inch inl.
thickness. This was wrapped in three

layers - of gutta percha, and around
thig was-a roating of hempen yarn
saturated with - pitch, tar, beéswax
and: linseed ofl. It wa$s sheathed.with
eighteen strands of iron' wire, and
when completed was six-tenths of an

ﬁo'}x‘a L, htving déne 80, the:'r‘-‘

\of its affairs for Some years past, "It
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It 'was seven years beforé. an -at-
templ was made td lay #nother cable,}
ahd the success. this effort was§p
‘largely due to the ldte Cyrus W. Field,
»f New York, who had been. associat-
ed with' the- first ‘cable project. “This
cable was laid by “the Great BEastern,
.up  to that time by far the' largest
ship . that had ever been- built. . (She
was 680 feet long.) ‘This cable broke
while being laid. The Great Eastern
returned to port and took ofr.another
cable, and sufficient additional to com-
pléte the broken one. She laid a line
from shore to shore, reaching Heart's
Content, ; Newfoundldnd, on July '27th, |
1866, ‘returning to pick up the broken
cable,” which was spliced ‘and duly
laid. ' There were thus two working
cables, ‘and deep-sea telegraphy be-
came an established' fact.” Moré than
twenty cables now dross the Atlantice,
ahd the total mileage of subfmarine
cables is' in excess Jof 100,000 miles.
The aniversary, which mnearly every
one forgot, was therzfore one of no
little inferest, LT

BELG}W AND 'THE CONGO.

It ‘is 'annouiced that Belgfum will]

State from King I.eopold. This region i
has''for some years been .an indepen- |
dent . state’ under the - sovereignty of!
King Leopold, “Who cxercised practical- {
ly absoldte authority over it, and in a

manner: tHat7egtild not be excused in/
very many gnstarices!/ It contdins mea:- |
Iy 'a million ‘square miles, fronting ony
the ‘Atlantic and extending inland as|
.far as Lake Tanganyika and 'the Al-|
bert. Nyanza, .the latter being the
source of the Nile. It abuts upon Brit-
ish  Oentral” Africa [on the sputheast,
British Hast Africa upon the northeast,
and German East Africa upon the east,
although Tanganyika, which fs about
600 miles long, separates it from. the
greater part ‘of .the latter. ~The land
areas of the'two regions are cotermin-
ous for gbout 250 miles,-and, it is this
little- steip ‘of territory that  blocks
Britain’s free.right of way from:Cairo
to the Cape.' The State takes its name
from the Congo river, one of the most
remarkable waterways in the world,
draining ‘an area of 1,400,000 square
miles. %

The Congo Free State is naturally
a remarkably rich country. It pro-
duces all kinds of tropleal vegetation,
and is ene 'of the few parts of  the
world where tobacco and coffee grow
wild.- It-is thought to be very rich in
mineral wealth alse, -but its unhealth-
ful climate has prevented the proper
‘exploltation of its natural resources by
Eurcpeans, and. the natives -are very
slow togdopt. the manners of clyiliza-
‘tion.” TH¥. .pepulation has never, been
ascertAined with eertainty. The lowest
estimates” put! it at . 14,000,000, and
others go as high as 30,000,000, Only
a few thousands of Eutopeans live in
the country.~ For the most the people
are! Bantus,; that is, they are megroes
lnteruiliféd;';witﬁ, Caucasian  blood. In
the rorthéfstern’ part’ a superior race
known asitHe "Azandes lives, and there
are tribes.of Pygmies. “The Bantusiare
subdividéd into: numerous tribes quite
independent . af each .other. . There are
Jarge areas 'in the eastern part of the
country where it is thought the Wwhite
yace could Hvé In complete éomfprt.

The annexatidniof the Congo to Bél-
ghum 15 In response te the demand that
tifere. shall be ae:;,:,!pp to the:atrocities,
which haye marked the administration]

¥

is an event that oné-day-may “have
an importants bedride ~apon<  werld-"
politics. . 'Belgium, -aseyery one knows, |
is one of the mindr powers of Turope,
and there hags long béen a covert am-
hition on the part.of Germany to bring
it within that Empire.” Since 1870 its
;ndependeﬁce has been guaranteed by
Great Britain, France and Prussia, but
it is re. than' doubtful 'if, in the
event' of war between France and Ger-
-many, this. treaty-would be respected.
In such an event Germany ‘would prob- |.
ably epdeavor to secure Belgium with
.al]l that appertains to that country. The
addition of the Congo to ‘the Belgium
possessions will make the country more
valuable in the eyes of Germany than
it Ras hitherto. been: With Belgium
in the German Empire, Germarny wonrd
have a belt: of land across Africa, and
become possessed.of, a region where
the enterprise of her people might fihd
scope tor a degree now denied them in
any part of the possessions of the Em-
pire. 5 :

The Winnipeg Tribune is a sort of
political free.lance, and it says that,
if the inside facts about the Sask-
atchewan elections were made knewn
the surprise would not be ‘‘that Mr.
Haultain gdve the "'government such
@ close shave' but' that he -“carried
any ‘seats at all”” This is an obser-
vation; which being general can hard-
ly be accepted. as -proving much, but
the defeat of some of the provincial
ministers is .a fact, ‘which cannot-be
disregarded. Tt is certainly an' ex-
tremely significant thing that men
 like . Mr . Motherwell,© Minister & of}{
~Agriculture,and ;Mr. Calder, Provincial
Treasurer, who have been in the'Scott
ministry ever since it was formed, and |
who are_of recognized ability, shotld
have gone down to defeat. Mr., Tur-
geon, the Attornéy-General, was de-:
feated in his home constituency; al-
though he gained a 'seat elsewhere.
Even the Premier, xllr. Scott; had. the
unpleasant experience of seeing the
constituency represented by him in the
last House carried by 'a member:of the I
Opposition, by a ‘larger majority than
he won it with when he ran in 1905, 'He i.
is in the legislature at'all-only by the
grace of the electors of the new .con-
stituency of Swift Current; where the
people . are  largely - Mennonites and
others ‘of foreign extraction. Facts
liké these serve to demonstrate that
there are political influences at work
not disclosed by the general result..

Mr: Thomas W, Lawson has taken
the pitcher to the well once too often.
His frénzied advertisements now only
excite amusement. p

In the face of what is now occurring
in Australia one' wonders what would.}:
happen were a British fleet to visit'an-
tipodean ports. Uncle Sam has again
demonstrated the truth.of the old say-
ing that “a prophet is' not -+ ‘without
honor save in his own country.
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