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THE SEMI-WEEKLY COLONIST,

reports that *‘ formerly beef was im-
ported from Chicago, but I believe none
has been imported for a year or more
past;’’ and he concludes, *‘let recipro-

Leity of farm producte take the ‘place of

the present trade laws hetween Carpada
and the United States, and I believe the
American Western farmer would gain
the sale of one hundred dollars’ worth of
beef, corn, or other produce, for every
dollar’s worth he would lose thesale of.”
Mr. Spence, the consul at Quebec,
says: ‘‘lithe Canadian taritf was not
8o high a considerable trade could be
establislied with this district lrom the
States in flour, cured meats, and other
products, but with the existing high
tariff it is impossible to compete with
the Canadian producer.”” '

Mr. Pendleton, consul at Pictou, Nova

to build those branches; but, owingtothe
defi¢it they were facing, the Government
could not grant any money in 1895.
He then proceeded to show that by
the organized obstruction of the Grits
the Government were unable, after the
21st of January, to go into committee to
pass one item of the main estimates,
and therefore could not possibly have
brought down the supplementary estim-
ates, in which our railway vote was.
He then read a letter from Hon. Mr.
Haggart, amid thundering applause, to
the effect that owing to the Grit ob-
struction he (Mr. Haggart) could not
reach his railway resolution, but the
Government would take it up and pass
it at the next session of Parliament.

If the above report had been written
expressly to show that the facts of the

it gives its support to Mr, Haggart’s
candidature.
staunch Conservative and a resolute up-
holder of what 'has been for the last
nineteen years the policy of the Con-
servative party and the Conservative
Government.
dinal part of the Government’s policy,”
and not the school question, and in up-
holding Mr. Haggart’s candidature the
CoLonIsT i not acting in any respect in-
consistently.
cepted the candidature Mr. Haslam was
not in the field, and we were informed
not likely to be. We did what we’
thought was best under the circum-

That gentleman is a

“the car-

Protection is

When Mr. Haggart ac-

lege of speaking openly and
(abondament) of the school question.

lschools of Mdnitoba such as they were
before 1890.

‘‘If the people of Canada carry me to

power,as I am convinced they will, I
will settle that question to the satisfac-
tion of the Catholic minority, for it is a
debt which we owe them.”’

La Patrie’s report of the same speech

contains the following passage:

*‘I am now going to claim the privi-
freely

“It is the fault of that miserable

Laurier, so they say, if this question
has not begn settled.
who supported me in parliament; the
government had nearly 140. Should the
settlement have heen made by the 75,
or by the 140°?

I had 75 members

When I have 140 mem-

advice on all economiec subjects, but the
demagogues and the tradinz politicians
have been too much for it. Their
triumph cannot last long. The reaction
is certain sooner or later to come. The
people will find out who . are their trye
friends and whose advice they ought to
have followed. In the meantime our
contemporary will be sustained by the
consciousness of having done its duty
faithfully, and by the reflection that it ius
better to be right than to b successful,

THE COLQUITZ MEETING.

The Times complains bitterly of the
Covronist’s report of the Colquitz meet-
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bers behind me, and that will be before’
long, I give you my word of an honest
man, that the question will be settled.”
It will be observed that the above
utterances are 9.1], except the first, taken
from reports of Mr. Laurier’s speeches
that appeared in papers favorable to his
policy. The accuracy of the extract
from the Hansard reportcannot-be ques-

stances, and we have not changed our
opinion.

Scotia, reports that ‘‘as for animals,
cereals, dairy products, and meats, they
are, with the exception of canned meats,
of Canadian production, with small
chance of any serious foreign competi-
tion with them while the present Do-
minion tariff is in active operation.”’

The consul at Windsor, N.S., says
the consumption of U. 8. farm products
in his locality ‘* would be largely in-
creased if the Canadian duties were con-

ing. But there is not a definite state- for Wesmi
ment in its whole complaint. It doec
not give a single instance of misrepre-
sentation or show where our reporte:
has deviated from the truth. If the re-
port containg statements that are not
true it would be easy to point them out,

but the Times does not even attempt to

Times’ account were all manufactured it
could not have accomplished its purpose
better. The Times’ inventor, it is seen, | =
manufactured his facts, material and all.
So we see that the grant for the Island
branch railways (which, by the way, are
very small affairs indeed) is precisely
where the loan for the construction of
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ADVERTISING RATES.

REGULAR COMMERCIAL ADVERTISING, as dis-
tinguished from everything of a tranﬂem.chsr-
acter—that is to say, advertising referring to
regular Mercantiie ana Manufacturing Busi-
ness, Government and Land Notices—published

VIRTUOUSLY INDIGNANT.
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The reader will find in another column
a vigorous and timely letter from Mr. D.
R. Ker, President of the Board of Trade,
to the editor of the Times. That paper
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at the following rates. per line, solid nonpareil,
the duration ofrFublicmiou to be rpecified at
the time of ordering advertisements:

More than one fortnight and not more than
one month, 60 cents.

More than one week and not more than one
fortnight, 40 certs.

Not more than one week, 30 cents.

No advestisement under this cassification in-
.serted for less than $2.50, and accepted other
than for every-day imsertion.

Theatrical advarusements, 10 cents per line
each insertion. . .

Advertisements unaccompanied by specific
instructions inserted iill ordered out. .

Adwvertisements oiscontinued before expira-
tion of special period will be charged as if con-
'tinned for full term,

Liberal al.owance on yearly and half-yearly
contracts.

WEEKLY ADVERTISEMENTS—Ten cents a line
solid nonpareil,, each insertion. No advertise-
ment inserted for less than $2.

TRANSIENT ADVERTISIN G—Per line solid non-

eil: First insertion, 10 cents; each subse-
iquent consecutive insertion, 5 cents, Adver-
sements not inserted every day, 10 cents per
‘line each insertion, Noadvertisement inser:!
for less than $1.50.

Births, Marriages and Deaths, $1.00; funeral
motices, 50 cents extra.

Where cuts are inserted they must be ALL
'METAL—DOt mounted on wood.

THE FARMERS PROTECTED.

It is contended by many free traders
that protection cannot possibly benefit
the farmer. The farmer they declare
has to pay for the protection of all the
pampered industries without receivinga
cent for the protection of his own. The
farmer is, therefore, represented as the
victim of the protectionist policy. The
protectionist tariff Svas framed, it was
asserted, not to benefit but to rob him.
The Grits on the strength of such repre-
sentations as these confidently appealed
to the farmers to vote against the sup-
porters of the national policy.

But the farmers are tinding that facts
are against the theories of the free tra-
der. A few years ago the market of
Canada was glutted with cheap pork,
bacon and hams from the United States.
Canadian farmers found it impossible
under the tariff as it then stood to com-
pete with the American producer of
pork. Although there wasa duty of one
cent a pound on pickled pork and two
cents a pound on smoked und cured
meats they were undersold in their own
market by the American producer. In
1890 the duty was raised-to one and a
half cents a pound on pickled pork and
three cents a pound on smoked and
cured meats. The increased duty proved
to be protective and it worked like a
charm as the following figures show. In
1890 under the low rate of duty Canada
exported :

Value.

$ 14,281
607,496
23,584
7,730,971 $ 645,360
In 1895, the last year of which returns
are at hand, the exports were:
Quantity.
519,736
Hams, lbs 2,607,968

Bacon, lbs
Lard, lbs 1,276,586

Quantity.

Value.
$ 32,436

260,602
3,646,107
104,130
41,930,348 $3,943,275

Here we find that the export of hog
products, owing to the imposition of a
comparatively low protective duty, was
increased more than sixfold in value in
five years.
In the course of those five years it
was found that Canadian bacon and
hams were of a far better quality than
those produced and prepared in the
United States. Canadian bacon. made
for itself a high character in the English
market, where it is greatly preferred to
American bacon and fetches a higher
price. This is a permanent advantage
worth millions to Canadian farmers, and
it was gained by protection.
If Canadian Grits do not know that
protection has benefited, and is still
benefiting, the farmers of Cdnada, our
neighbors in the United States are well

.| neighboring States, and British Colum-

giderably reduced,” and ‘“as good flour

barrel, American millers cannot pay the
duty and successfully’compete with the
Ontario product.”

The Consul at Arichat, N.S., says that
‘“if we had a revenue tariff importations
from the United States would be much
greater, egpecially as regards flour, and
that would be the gase not only here, but
throughout the provinces of Nova Sco-
tia, New Brunswick and Prince Edward
Island.”

The commercial agent at Moncton,
N.B., says that ‘ as consumers depend
\to a great extent upon their supply from
the Province of Ontario there would be
a fair demand for similar articles pro-
duced in the United States were it not
for the high import duty.”

The Consular Agent at Summerside,
Prince Edward Island, reports that in
his opinion “there will be relatively no
market in this province for United States
agricultural products under the present
customs laws’of the Dominion.”

The conclusion to which these ex-
tracts lead is that the National Policy
tariff preserves to the Canadian farmer
the home market, and that, if the pro-
tective duties were taken off, the Cana-
dian market would be flooded with agri-
cultural produce from the United States
and the Canadian farmer would be un-
dersold at his own door. This the Brit-
ish Columbia farmer knows by experi-
ence. The duties on the products of the
farm and the cattle ranch, high as they
are coneidered to be, arein this province
found to be not high enough to exclude
the cheap products of the farms of the

bia farmers suffer in consequence.

What would be the result if the Grits
were placed in power and revised the
tariff, as is their declared intention, on
the free trade principle? The answer is
8o plain that the Grits who are soliciting
the votes of the, electors, though free
traders by profession and on principle,
feel compelled to declare that free trade
is not suited to the circumstances of this
Province. This is thefact. Why, then,
should the electors vote for avowed free
traders who are also members of a free
trade party? If their party were placed
in power, is it to be supposed that two
or three insignificant members from the
far West would have influence enough
to shape the policy of the Government?
Farmers who need protection should
vote for the protectionist party.

THE OTTAWA FABRICATOR.

The Ottawa manufacturer of facts for
the Times is beginning to get in his
election campaign work. We cannot
call it ¢‘ fine work ”” becau e it is’nt fine.
Itis coarse—disgustingly coarse—but the
workman thinks it fine enough for Vie-
toria. His letter of the 26th ult., contains
more than the usual number of counter-
feit facts spiced with mendacious abuse
of the Hon. Col. Prior. Here is a speci-
men of this fact-manufacturer’s- handi-
work :

Prince Edward Island was represented
by four Liberals and two Conservatives
in the last Parliament. In the parlia-
ment before the last the island sent a
solid six to Ottawa. What was the re-
sult? A resolution was brought down
last session for seven new rail-
ways in the province. This is
in addition to a large expenditure on
public works meantime. Along with
this resolution came one for a railway
from Lethbridge through the Crow’s
Nest Pags to Britishe Columbia. The
former resolution was allowed to stand,
but the latter onie was dropped without
one word of protest from Prior or any
of the other members from the Pacific
Coast.’ Was that the fault of the Lib-
erals? Certainly not, for when even the
resolution was reached Mr, Haggart said
‘“dropped,’” without a remark from
anybody.

The fact-manufacturer clearly intends

aware of the fact. The American con-
guls, part of whos> duty it is to observe
the trend of trade and to look out for
opportunities of extending the export
trade of the United States, find that the
Canadian protective duties exclude
American farm produce from the Cana-
dian market. © The following extracts
from some of the United States consular
reports show this very clearly :

The Consular Agent at Palmerston,
Oantario, says that ‘‘ thegreatest obstacle
in the way of the extension of the Am-
erican flour trade in this country is the
fact that the produce cannot be placed
in these markets on as favorable terms
as Canadian, owing to the tariff and the
cost of transportation, and. this condi-
tion must practically prevail so long as
the present duty is maintained by the
Dominion Government.”’

The same gentleman adds in regard to
canned meats that ‘‘ the comsumption,
until within the past two years, was al-
most entirely of American manufactare,
but since that time, presumably on ac-
count of the increased activity of Can-

j the readers of his letter to believe that
‘the lucky Islanders got their sev-
en railroads, while the unfortun-
ate British Columbians, who expected
to see the ' Crow’s Nest road built,
‘are left in the lurch. Fortunately we
hive on our table a Prince Edward
| Island newspaper containing an account
jof a public meeting held in Souris at
which Senator Ferguson made a speech.
Here is an extract from the report, and
our readers will see how well it tallies
with the story told by the Times work-
man:

He (Senator Ferguson) was committed
to branch railways since 1894, as also
was Mr. Davies.  But. notwithstanding
that fact, Mr. Davies never introduced
a branch railway motion on the floor of
Parliament. FHe then explained the
steps taken by our Island representa-
tives and himself of conferring with the

from Ontario is retailed here at $4 per 'aside for a time on account of Grit ob-

the Crow’s Nest Pass railway is—laid

struction.

It may be thought a waste of &ime to
notice the fabrications of the Ottawa
manufacturer of facts. It, however, may
not be out of place for once to show Kow
utterly unreliable are the products of his
workshop. The citizens of Victoria will
see a good many more of them before
the 23rd, but they now see that it would
be folly regard any of them as genuine.

LAURIER’'S MANIFESTO.

‘“The Canadian elections are to take
place 8o soon,’’ says the London Times,
‘“ that notime islikely to be lost on either
side, and the electoral manifesto of Mr.
Laurier*cannot be long delayed.”” Nearly
three weeks have passed since the above
was written and Mr. Laurier’s electoral
manifesto has not appeared and there
are no signs of its being issued. Mr.
Laurier does not favor manifestoes or
any clear and definite declarations of
policy. His forte is speaking. In a
speech he can express himself loosely
and ambiguously without appearing to
do so. He expresses himself with such
an appearance of frankness and candor
and in such a winning way
that the hearer when he comes to reflect,
and when he reads the speech as re-
ported, is surprised to find that Mr.
Laurier has committed himself to so
little. In an address to the electors Mr.
Laurier’s rhetorical flourishes would be
out of place, and his charming man-
ner would beabsent. He would be under
the necessity of making plain and direct
statements, of saying neither more nor
less than he means, and the elector
would have to interpret it as he would
the address of the coldest and meost mat-
ter-of-fact politicians. This would not
suit Mr. Laurier at all. He would hate
to be go cribbed, cabined and confined.
He cannot get along without giving his
active imagination and his silver
tongue some scope. Manifestoes may
do for Sir Charles Tupper and other
prosaic statesmen, but they are hardly
in Mr. Laurier’s line. If Mr. Laurier
iesued a manifesto, his supporters in all
the provinces would have to give the
same information to the people with re-
spect to his policy. * As it is, his spoken
utterances being so conveniently am-
biguous, they can tell the electors any

is ‘virtuously indignant that Mr. Ker
should accuse its editor of endeavoring
to ‘“ draw into politics a matter wholly
commercial.”” The Times evidently has
a very bad memory when it choeses to
be forgetful.
did not intend to draw the matter into
politics, what did he mean by inserting
four snarling paragraphs, each contain-
ing a political allusion, in Tuesday’s is-
sue? And, if the sentence in the notice
of Wednesday, ‘‘ The excuse made by
the supporter of Tupper is that the
promise was a conditional one,”’” was
not intended to have a political signifi-
cance, why was it written? Those who
have read the comments of the Times on
the failure of the Empress to call at this!
port will see very clearly that it is not
Mr. Ker who has forgotten what is due

to truth and common decency.
—

NOT NOW THE ISSUE.

Mr. Templeman is of opinion that the
Manitoba school question is still the
principal issue between Liberals and
Conservatives in the present contest. If
he had read the recent utterances of his
leader on that subject and considered
them carefully he could hardly have
taken this ground. There can be no
issue upon a subject about which parties
are in substantial agreement. If the
Conservatives believe in remedial legis-
lation, and if the Liberals favor reme-
dial legislation, remedial legislation can-
not possibly be an issue between them.
They may fight because they hate
each other or because one party
is  in  office and the  other
party out of office; but it is perfect non-
sense to contend that the issue is a sub-
ject or a policy on which there is really
no difference of opinion between them.
That this is the case with respect to the
course to be pursued on the Manitoba
school question can be very easily
proved.

It will be admitted that the Gov-
ernment’s policy with regard to
the Manitoba schools is to pre-
vail upon the Manitoba Govern-
ment, if possible, to come to an amica-
ble settlement with the Roman Catholic
minority, and if that cannot be done
to resort to remedial legislation.
What we propose to do is to show from
Mr. Laurier’s own utterances that this
is exactly the position occupied by the
party of which he is the leader and the

story that may suit a particular locality,
and be able to back it up by someéthing
that their leader may at some time have
said. A manifesto would put a stop to
this profitable practice. So we venture
to predict that there will be no mani-
festo.

THE NATIONAL POLICY.

The Almonte Times of the 30th ult.,
contains the following editorial para-
graphs:

How is this for the National Policy
as a friend of the farmer? Mr. R. G.
Code, at Ottawa, said he would mention
one direct advantage of the benefits of
the National Policy, by way of illustra-
tion. In 1891 Canadians imported from
the United States $850,000 worth of pork,
and practically exported none. In 1895,
with a protective tariff, the imports had
fallen to $85,000, and Canada exported
four million dollars worth of pork. The
N. P. in this case has led to the estab-
lishment of a great pork factory in Hull.

Free Trade robbed the Canadian far-
mer of $8,000,000 2 year. The imports
of breadstuffs in 1877 were $9,619,5609;
whereas, under protection, the displace-
ment of native produce by foreign com-
petition was, in 1894, only $1,414,423.
Those who want to help the foreign pro-
ducer cannot do better than adopt the
free trade idea.

NOT **CROSS-EYED.”

The recent utterances of Mr. Laurier,
Mr. Geoffrion, Mr. Tarte and other Lib-
erals have really taken the Manitoba
question out of the political arena. Mr,
Laurier is for settling the Manitoba
school question amicably, but if that is
not possible, he has declared his deter-
mination to exercise  the constitutional
recourse which the law furnishes—‘‘a
recourse which I will exercise complete-
ly and in its entirety.”” Mr. Geoffrion,
one of his lieutenants, says that if con-
ciliation should fail he will insist on &
remedial iaw drawn on the lines of the
judgment of the Privy Council. This
is preeisely the position that Sir Charles
Tupper and the Hon. Hugh John Mac-
donald occupy. They both want to
have the question settled amicably, but

| mouthpiece. In one of his speeches in
{the House of Commons on the school
question Mr. Laurier said :

I am certainly in favor of Remedial
Legislation; but where I differ is with
regard to the methods to be adopted and
the precedure to be adopted. Hansard,
2,872. |

A speech which Mr. Laurier delivered
in Quebec City on the 6th of May last, !
contained the following passage. Mr.
Laurier spoke in English and the pas-
sage is taken from the Toronto Globe’s
report of the speech :

A little explanation would have solved
the problem, and if instead of having at
the head of affairs such men as Sir
Mackenzie Bowell you had such a man
as Sir Oliver Mowat to deal with that
question he would have approached the
Protestant people of Manitoba, not with
a threat as was done by Sir Mackenzie
Bowell, but would have addressed him-
self to the Christian conscience and told
them to give the minority the privileges
of conscience they claimed tor them-
selves, and if the people of Manitoba re-
mained obdurate there was always re-
served the powers of the Constitution to
fall back upon. But before we try such
extreme measures as the Constitution
provides let us fall back on the methods
which Sir Oliver Mowat is such a
master of.

Next day, Mr. Laurier spoke to the
electors of St. Rochs in the French lan-
guage. His speech is reported in La
Patrie of the 9th, from its report the
following passage is taken:

I1f the peuple of Canada carry me to
power, as I feel convinced they will, I
will settle this question to the satisfac-
tion of all the parties interested. I will
have with me in my Government Sir
Oliver Mowat, who has always been in
Ontario, at the peril of his personal
popularity, the champion of the Cath-
olic minority and of separate schools. I
will put him at the head of a commis-

sweeping
stand
and unsound
be regretted that vain and vicious
political theories have taken so firm -a

tioned.

The intelligent reader will see from

the extracts from Mr. Laurier’s speeches
which we have cited, that if Sir Charles
! 4 Tupper is td be opposed because heisa
If the editor of the Times | « ooercionist 2’ Mr. Laurier must also be
opposed for the same reason.
Laurfer has talked a great deal about
conciiiation, but, a§ everyone sees, it is

Mr.

not in his or anyone else’s power to com-
pel the Manitobans to be conciliated.
Sir Charles Tupper is beyond doubt
quite as desirous to have the
Manitoba school. question settled
amicably as Mr. Laurier or anyone else
in this Dominion can be, for the simple

i and sufficient reason that it is his inter-

est to have it so settled. Everyone who
thinks must see that the peaceable and
friendly settlement of the Munitoba
school dispute would remove the only
formidable obstacle that lies in the way
of his successful administration of the
affairs of this Dominion. As he is a man
of common-gense and above all things a
practical politician, it requires no un-
common degree of discernment to see
that if, on the 23rd of this month, he is
returned to Parliament with a working
majority he will leave no stone unturn-
ed to have the Manitoba question set-
tled to the satisfaction of all con-
cerned. This being the case, where
is the - difference on this school
question between the policy of Sir
Charles Tupper and the policy of Hon.
Wilfred Laurier? Both favor concilia-
tion and both concede that remedial leg-
islation should only be resorted to as a
last resource. The policy of the two
leaders being exactly the same, and both
having the same end in view, namely,
the amicable settlement of the school
question, Mr. Templeman will have to
admit that a strong, anL experienced and
resourceful statesman like Sir Charles
Tupper will be much more likely to suc-
ceed than an untried and vacillating pol-
itician like Mr. Laurier.

A PATRIOTIC CANADIAN.

Archbishop O’Brien, the Nova Scotia
Prelate, is a native of Canada. He loves
his native land and is proud of his
countrymen. He has travelled ex-
tensively, and he is a close and a very
intelligent observer. This is what he
says of Canada in a letter to the Antigo-
nish Casket:

Having lately passed through various
countries, and having attentively ob-
served their social condition, the
superiority of our own Canada, as a home
of peace and plenty, has been more fully
than ever impressed on my mind. And
yet we are only at the starting point of
our course. Mutual trust, mutual re-
spect for the convictions of others,
a little bearing and forbearing,
with a loyal devotion to the Con-
stitution, even when it may run
counter to some fad of our own,
will ensure to Canada the future, in
great part at least, of the world. It is
simply wonderful what she has accom-
plished during the past twenty - five
yeare. History affords no parallel to it.
Grecian or Roman. legends of mythical
greatness do not equal the sober facts of
our short career. The vigorous spirit
shat breathes life and hope and national
aspirations into the blopd and brain of
young Canadians has exorcised, or at
least silenced, the voice of the annexa-
tionist and has created a bond of union
between all races and religions in the
pursuit of national progress.

Thjs is true patriotism. If all Cana-
dians had the faith in their country and
the confidence in their own capabilities
that Archbishop O’Brien has, their pro-
gress as a people would be more rapid
than it has been and there would be no
misgivings as to the future of their
country.

THE OREGON ELECTION.

The election in Oregon has resulted in
a victory for the Populists. Two Popu-
lists, Quinn and Vanderberg, have been
elected to- Congres#, and ex-Governor
Pennoyer, Mayor of Portland, by a
majority, The Populists
for everything that is wild
in politics: It is to

sion where all the interests at stake will ; hold of the people of Oregon, but peoples,

be represented, and I assure you that I
will succeed in satisfying those who suf-
fer at present. Is not the venerated
name of Mr. Mowat alone a guarantee
of the success of this scheme?

And then, in the end, if conciliation
would fail, I would have to exercise the
constitutional recourse which the law

Government on the matter of our branch
railways from 1894 to 1896. After the |
resolutions were introduced by Mr. A.
C. McDonald and Senator Prowse in

adian packers, the products of the latter
have been displacing the American.”’

1895, Hon. Mr. Haggart and Premier

Bowell both made the official announce- Lhis being the case the Coronisr is not
The consular agent at Sault Ste. Marie ! ment that the Government had decided * cross-eyed,”’ but the very reverse, when

if negotiation fails they will be ob-
liged, reluctantly, to take the measures
which the constitution furnishes to re-
dress the grievances of the minority.

furnishes, a recourse which I will exer-
cise completely and in its entirety.

At Portneuf, on May 20, Mr. Laurier
is reported by Le Soir to have said :
“I have repeated at fifty meetings

was my desire to see the

like individuals, must learn by experi-
ence, perhaps dearly bought, that there
is no royal road to prosperity. Let the
politicians meddle with and muddle the
currency as they may they will find in
time that it is impossible for the law-
makers to
silver or
then it is
sympathise with our contemporary the
Oregonian on the defeat it has sustained.
which I have held in Ontario, that it It has doneits duty. It has given the
separate people wholesome instruction and sound

more value to
anything else
We

give
paper or
intrinsically worth.

LTRSS 0 L

do this. Vague charges of falsehood and
distortion are easily made. They could
be made, and perhaps would be
made, if there was too much truth
in the report to suit the interests of
those who find fault with it. To con-
demn an account of what took place and
what was said at a meeting as falge
without adducing even one instance of
falsehood is a rather singular proceed-
ing. The Times should be specific in ite
accusations, mere scolding has very lit-
tle weight with sensible people.

A NOTABLE DEFECTION.

Among the Liberals who have cut
their connection with the opposition
party because of their disgust with the
tactics of the present leaders, is Mr.
Daniell McNeill, formerly a member of
Mr. Fielding’s government in Nova
Scotia, and appointed a delegate
from that province to the great Liberal
convention at Ottawa in 1893. Mr. Mec-
Neill is now a firm and enthusiastic
supporter of Sir Charles Tupper’s gov-
ernment, and in an able speech deliver-
ed in Antigonish last week, he set forth
the reasons which had induced him to
make the change. In part, he spoke as
follows:

‘‘ Hitherto I havegiven all the support
I could to the party led by Mr. Wilfred
Laurier. 1 entertained a very high
opinion of that gentleman, but that
opinion has entirely vanished, and for
this reason, he seems to be seeking a
cry upon which he can obtain votes,
irrespective of the consequences to the
country. .

‘“ He seems now to take hold of the
question of the Manitoba schools
as one upon which he hopes
to ride into power. (Cheers.)
Well, if any elector in Canada
can with a clear conscience sup-
port a man who will make use of
a question that is calculated to create
dissension and discord among the people
of this country, in order to get into
power, I have very little confidence in
such an elector. I have very little con-
fidence in the conscience of any man
who can support such a leader. If he is
capable of appealing to the religious or
racial prejudice of any class in this
country for the purpose of obtaining con-
trol of the reins of government, he would
be a dangerous man to preside over the
affairs of this country.

‘“I have hitherto supported the policy
Mr. Laurier had atone time on the trade
question. To-day, in reading the re-
ports of the speeches made by the leader
of the Liberal party, I cannot come to
any conclusion as to what is their policy.
Some are really advocating the policy of
the Conservative party, while others are
urging the adoption of a different policy
altogether. They really have no policy.

‘*“ My reason for supporting Sir Charles
Tupper and his government to-day is on
account of the vacillating, the shilly-
shally policy of the Liberals in re-
gard to the trade question. (Cheers.)
Not ‘emly that, but I disapprove of
the dangerous course that Mr. Lau-
rier has taken upon the trade question.”

DISCOVERED.
Seen you down at chu’ch las’ night—
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy.
What I mean? Oh, dat’s all right—
Never min’, Miss Lucy.
Oh,you’s sma’t ez sma’t kin be,
But you couldn’t hide t'om me;
Ain’t T got two eyes to see?
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy.

Guess you thought you’s awful keen—
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy;

Evaht’ing you done I seen—
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy;

Seen him tek yo’ ahm jes so,

When you got outside de do'—

Ah, I know dat man’s yo’ beau,—
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy.

Say now, honey, wha’ ’d he say?
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy;
Keep yo’ secuts—dat’s yo’ way—
Nevah min’, Miss Lucy;
Won’t tell me, an’ I’'m you’ pal!
I’'m gwine tell his othah gal—
Know huh, too—huk name is Sal—
Never min’, Miss Lucy.
—[Paul Laurence Dunbar in the June
Century.]
—e
St. HILire, June 5.—An explosion
at the Hamilton powder works here de-
stroyed what is known as the old pow-
der mill. Nobody was killed or hurt by
the explosion, all the employes being at
dinner at the time.
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