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: About the Mouse,
A VARIETY OF TOAST.

| judges were the vicar's wife, another
I lady and the village schoolmaster.
J There was a great deal of variety in 
i the different windows, more than one 
I would at first think possible, for the 
English are natural gardeners. The 
interest taken was intense, not only 

i by the constestants, in each other’s 
! windows, as the designs developed, but 

In the first place the toast should by all the residents of the town. The
not be made until it can be served im- ! "ind°" wh!c1b took th“ £i(,s‘ l>.rizfc tbe

. _ . year I was there, was a study in green
mediately ; then it should be given aU(j yejj0w. A number of shelves 
the undivided attention of the one were fastened across the window in- 
whose duty it is to prepare it. It side, and alternate shelves were fill- 
(should be tors! ed a golden: brown, ! ?.d ":itb l”ts. ot musk with its delicate 

e . light green leaves and yellow flowers,
all over the slice, and not just in the an^ pots of lobelias, with dark green 
middle. If a piece of toast is burn- foliage and dark blue blossoms. There 
ed in one pari it will never be as good, were enough shelves, so that the win- 
no matter how careful,, the: burned j ft?
poi Lion may be scraped. therefore, 8pecp,on, and 1 he effect of the mass 
watch your toast and do not try to do of foliage and flowers in tbe soft gray 
other things at the same time. | setting of time-worn stone, of which

The toast should be buttered while j ‘j£1cotta*e was built’ was ve,y beau" 
it is hot, and the buttering should not ______
be done by an impressionist, but 
should be strictly in accordance with 
the principles of the realistic school.

IN-DOOR DAYS.
Now that the winter days with their 

frequent storms are here the mother
How many times we have eaten toast I *“ """ ; . .7 , ... . : , , , r , . must use her ingenuity in making up
that had a dab of butter here and v . ..... , .,. , , , to her little people for the oul-door
there, or where the butter was spread . . ... . , .! exercise from which they are debar- 
literally in the centre of the slice, leav- 1 
log the crusts dry and tasteless. The 
impressionist may paint a good pic
ture, but he should not be allowed to 
butter the toast.

While plain buttered toast may be 
just what we want to serve with cer

red. We "grown-ups” sometimes for
get that in an average child there is 
a vast amount of superfluous energy 
and animal spirits that must find vent 
in some way. This is why he runs and 
jumps on the hottest summer day, 

. while we sit in the shade and shrink 
tain other dishes, it is well sometimes j from moving, and it is this that makes 
to add a poached egg to each slice be- him rush noisily up and down stairs 
tore sending to table. and give vent to ear-splitting war-

_ . • whoops when confined in the house by
Mtlk toast, when properly made, is st()rmy wcatber. For the mother's 

a very acceptable breakfast dish. The sake, as well as for his own, he should 
bread for this should be as carefully be able to take some active exercise
browned ae for tjie buttered toast | indoors.

1 If there is an attic in your House,
Have ready a skillet with a good sup
ply of milk, to which has been added

piack the trunks, etc., at one end and 
have a large portion-set aside for the

a liberal spoonful of butter and salt children. If it is an unheated apart-
to taste. Let the milk reach the boil
ing point, and then dip the slices of 
toast in the milk just long enough 
to soften each. Serve in a covered 
dish, pouring over the toast the re

nient, all the better. Let the hats and 
coats be donned, and the exercise be 
violent enough to keep the blood stir
ring. Have dumbbells, parallel-bars, 
punching-bng and jumping-ropes kept 
here, and insist upon their being used

maimng milk " The main points to be j If tbes« sP°rts. a?d means of exercise 
. . . , . ...... , are kept especially for the days when

observed in making this dish are to, out door pl(,asur€s, 8uch as waiking, 
have the milk seasoned just right, and j cooasting, skating, and sliding are im

possible, stormy days will lose their 
dreariness for the little folks, and they 
will “make sunshine in the house when 
there is none without.

to have the milk boiling in every case 
before- the slice is dipped.

Cream toast is made just as milk 
toast is, except that the bread is not
toasted, fresh bread will not do lor j BRITISH SHOP-GIRLS,
this; the bread must be several days . 
old. Then if the Reasoning is right and
the milk boiling, the toast will be 
found very nice, indeed, with coffee.

French toast, is made by dipping 
bread that is not too tresh into milk 
which has had an egg beaten up in it 
and salt added. The bread is then to 
be fried a delicate brown in a frying

With the first day of the new year 
the Seats for Shop Assistants act 
came into force and with it we hope 
the amelioration of much suffering 
among a certain class of women. We 
say "amelioration,” because the evil 
that has been wrought by compelling 
women to stand all day long in shops

pan or upon a griddle. This toast isvery acceptable with coffee, or it lb,ougb 'gnor.mre and prejudice must 
may be served with jelly. j still take time before it can be eradi-

eat toasts are heartier than any
of Lbe preceding, and furnish a most

cated altogether. It is with parti
cular pleasure that we announce the

satisfactory method of using bits of 1 coming inlo operation of this act, 
meat that have been left from dinner.
The bread is first to be toasted and 
then dipped in boiling water which 
has been seasoned with butter and 
salt, just long enough to soften the 
crust. Prepare the meat by first i , . . . .ridding it of all particles of gristle act' "h,cb 18 Practically part of the 
and, for most kinds of meat, of fat. Shop Hours act, is wide in its appli- 
The quality of the toast depends cation, a will be seen from the fol- 
iArgely upon the care with which this iowjng. clause: 
is done. Next, crop the meat rather . .«1- ___i . i___ ii... f,ltin in all rooms

because we have for years pointed 
out the evils of long standing in 
shots, more especially in regard to 
drapery establishments. The new

l)an ___ — of a shop or other pre-
Add ! mists where goods are actually re

tailed to the public, and where female 
assistants are employed for the re
tailing of goods to the public, the em-

fine and place in the frying 
with a little «Lock or gravy, 
water and season with butter, pepper 
and salt. When the whole is well 
heated, thicken, and j»our over the 
slices of toast.

A delicious egg toast has the bread ' ployer carrying on business in such 
prepared as just: described for meat ■ permises shall provide seats behind 
toast. Before dipping the slices of t he- counter or in such other i osition 
toast the egg and milk should be made as may be suitable for the purpose, 
ready. in the following manner. ,, nd such seats shall be in the propor
tion a half-dozen eggs for ten min- j tion of not less than one seat to every 
utes, so that they will be quite hard, i three female assistants employed in 
Place a pint of milk in a granite iron each room.
pan, and when hot thicken with flour The first offense of non-compliance 
mixed with a little cold milk Season wit h the provisions of the act carries 
with salt and butter. After the toast with it on conviction a penalty not 
has been dipped, pour over it the exceeding £3, and subsequent offen- 
thickened milk, adding tho boiled eggs BPS a penalty not exceeding £5, with 
which have been sliced in rings. This a minimum of £1. The new act will 
makes an attractive as well as ap- t*. welcomed by the hard-working 
ptizing dish. girls of our shops, and inasmuch ae

--------  I the- evils from which the girls suffer-
ENGLISH WINDOW GARDENS. led frequently extended into family 

_. , , , j life the community at large is to be
Not long ago I spent several weeks | congratUlateil.

in summer in the little village of Ket- ! 9___
ton, and while there came to know of 
a pretty custom which it seems to me 
might be introduced into this conn- Lon6 "as ”°‘ed tbat where-
try—that ot giving prizes for tbe most | ever Englishmen went they look their 
pleasing windows filled wit* house j national pastimes with them; and on 

plants, writes u correspondent.
The houses in Ket ion are built of I 

stone. Almost without exception , , , , ,
they si and close to the street, lor | or**m*£*? garr‘

English gardens are behind the houses, 
or behind high walls, and so the quaint 
leadsashed windows are so near ihe

ATHLETICS IN SOU ill AFRICA.

a recent “off day” at Mafeking, when 
the Boers had for a few hours ceased 
lx>mbarding, a cricket match was

sidewalks that the flowers which fill 
Un m show to the best advantage. 1 
had often admired the beautiful dis
plays in Ket ton and wondered at them 
until 1 happened to learn that they 
had a definite object beside that of 
ornum nt.

A small fund had been set aside some 
years before by a wealthy lady, the 
income to be devoted to giving prizes 
each year to the possessor of the fin
est window garden. The sum avail
able for premiums was not large—as 
1 rememb-T it now £2 a year, about 
$10 1 believe the three prizes were
respectively £1, 12s., and 8s. That 
would be $f>, 83 and $2. The only 
restrictions were that no one should 
compete who had a greenhouse—small 
glass houses for forcing are much 
more common in England than i hey 
are here ; that the competition should 
Include only one window in a house, 
thus putting the occupant of the 
smallest house on a fair footing with 
her more prosperous neighbors, and 
-hat the general scheme of arrange
ment should be decided on at least 
one month before the day set for 
awarding the prizes, and not altered 
during the month. This last condi
tion was to prevent any one from pro
curing greenhouse or other plants at 
the last moment and making a tem
porary display. There were three 
judges. The year I was there the

son. There are other parts of the 
i dark comment in which civilization 

is accompanied and stimulated by 
| athletics, and an interesting testi
mony is to hand upon that head from 

| St. Andrew’s College. Kiungani, which 
owes existence to the Universities’ 
Mission to Central Africa. Of all the 
games played there by the boys, some 
of whom are freed slaves, foot ball 
has the first place in popularity, 
though a few boys have shown a de
sire to learn a little more about 
cricket, and the smaller ones have a 
partiality for rounders. They had 
Iasi season four "first-class’” match
es of foot ball, two of which they won 
and two they lost. In the first, her 
Majesty’s ship Fox scored four goals 
to their one ; in the second, the same 
ship scored one goal to their nil; in 
the third, against a combined team of 
Europeans from the town, they scor
ed foui goals to nil and in the fourth 
against her Majesty’s ship Philomel, 
they scored five goals to nil. They 
would like very much 1 o have thin 
jerseys, with a badge of the college, 
io present to boys who win their 
"colors” by playing in three ‘‘first- 
class” matches, and it will be no won
der if English friends provide these, 
as well as the foot balls, which are 
wanted for twenty villages in Nyasa, 
and the. tennis balls for boys at Ma- 
gila.

Orders should beware of Little ex
penses ; a small leak will sink a great 
ship.

♦ Young Folks. «
♦-» *—*

CONUNDRUMS AND ANSWERS.
1. Why does a negro not have the 

cap on his knee that a white man 
does ?

Because he has one of lire own.
2. When does a cow become real es

tate ?
When she is turned into a field.
3. When did the rooster crow where 

everybody in the world heard him?
In the ark.
4. What two letters do boys de

light in, to the annoyance of their 
elders ?

Two T’s, to tease.
5. What relation is the door mat to 

the scraper ?
A stepfather, farther.
6. Why was Paul like a horse i
Because he loved Timothy.
7. What is the best way to make a 

coat last ?
Make the pants and vest first.
8. How did Jonah look when he saw 

the whale coming to swallow him?
He looked down at the mouth.
9. If you suddenly saw a house on 

fire, what three authors would you 
name ?

Dickens—Howitt—Burns.
10. How do you know that they had 

beer in the ark ?
The kangaroo went in with hops, and 

the bear was always bruin.
11. What comes after cheese ?
Mice.
12. When was pork first introduc

ed into the navy ?
When Ham entered the ark.
18. Why was Joseph the straight- 

est man in the Bible ?
Because Pharaoh made a ruler of 

him.
14. Why is a pair of skates like an 

apple ?
They have both caused the fall of

15. When does a bed became a ve
hicle ?

When it is a little buggy.
16 What should a clergyman preach 

about ?
About half an hour.
17. What is worse than raining cats 

and dogs ?
Hailing cabs and omnibuses.
18. What toe would you rather kiss 

than the Pope’s ?
Mrs. Harriett Beecher S-towe.
19. Why was Dickens a greater man 

than Shakespeare?
Because Shakespeare wrote well, 

but Dickens wrote Weller.
20. Why is A like twelve o'clock ?
Because it’s the middle of day.
21. What is smaller than an ant’s 

mont h ?
Whai goes into it.
22. What table has not a leg to 

stand upon ?
The multiplication table.
23. Why is gooseberry jam like 

counterfeit money ?
Because it’s not currant.
21. When may a chair be said to 

dislike you?
When it can't bear you.

WEEDS HAVE WINGS.
" Mamma, I never knew weeds were 

so pretty. Just look there?” And 
Gracie held before her mother a downy 
white globe of the daintiest texture, 
clinging to a stiff little stem.

•« Isn’t it beautiful I” said mamma, 
“ See the globe is made of white wings.

" Wings ?” said Grade, wondenngly. 
" They look like little white stars.”

“ Yes,” answered mamma, ’* they do 
but they are really wings. Do you see 
the cluster of little brown seeds at the 
center ?”

•• Yes,” said Grade, look ng at it care
fully.

“ Now,” said mamma, " pull one ot 
them out. No, wait. Blow the globe 
instead.” ., ,

So Gracie blew upon it gently, ana 
loi away floated the little white star, 
each carrying with it a tiny brown
S6" Now, do you see,” asked mamma, 
•• why 1 called them wings? Each lit
tle seed has a wing, and when the wind 
blows upon it, it flies away, carrying 
its seed with it, and then it drops 
down sometimes a long way from the 
spot, where the little, weed which bore 
it grew and there the little seed lies iinfil it sinks into the earth ripens 
and sends forth another weed of tne
8a,',ni* n^t"it wonderful, mamma ? And 

see too, how beautiful each little wing r I don't think 1 Shall ever say 'old 
weeds' again. Their seeds wings are 
ns pretty as the flowers.’

THE obliging elephant.
In a jungle in India, there was a 

great elephant which was out walk
ing one day, When a little fly. accost
ed him. "Kind elephant," said the fly 
"1 am little and you arc very big. Will 
you not g w me a ride?' ''With plea
sure," said the elephant, and strode 
on, with the fly upon his back. He 
had not gone much further until he 
came upon a mouse. Emd elephant, 
begged the mouse, "I am not mu. h hiller than that fly- Won't you g.w 
men ride, too?" "With Pleasure an
swered the obliging elephant, and he 
let the mouse cl.mb upon hts back. A 
short distance further the .«■epbant 
me I a turtle, who politely said Knd 
elephant, I am sure you will be glad to Tend your strength to one so small 
as I who gets over the groundl by 
himself -so slowly." "With pleasure
the elephant started to say, but 
changed the sentence to, 1 ou are 
very welcome." In the same way, by 
one pretext or another, the gieat 
beast gave riding-room to a boa-con
strictor, a wolf, and a beai. thus 
burdened, the elephant was Iprwtert by 
a tiger, who, leaping from a thicket, 
preferred the same request lbe. otb,a 
animals bad set forth. K.nd ele
phant, you are big, and I am so m
smaller. Surely you wi l give m ■' 
lift?" “Unfortunately, replied 
elephant, "I already have more than 
ought to carry, and can scarcely stu 
a step further. " "In that case, an 

swvred the tiger, "tb-s is tl
moment I have long been wait mg for.

Whereupon he sprang upon the great 
animal, who, weighted down by the 
beasts upon his back, could do nothing 
in his own defense, and was quickly 
destroyed.

If our boys and girls begin tq yield 
to the small temptations, when the 
great one comes, it finds them weak 
and will be sure to destroy them. Let 
us learn a lesson from the "obliging 
elephant,” and not burden ourselves 
with habits, such as drinking, smok
ing, swearing and reading impure lit
erature, that will make us weak when 
we are ready for the battle of life.

MINTS FOR
THE FARMER.

t—

SWALLOWED HARDWARE.

This Ton Hi Wan tv I to Earn Money as a 
Museum Freak to Support Ills Mother 
and Sister.

Out of the ranks of common men 
steps John Fasel, at nineteen, and 
stands revealed to the world, a hero, 
a curiosity. A hero because he strove 
to carry out a noble resolve ; a curios
ity because he transgressed, more or 
less successfully, certain physiological

Fasel ia the Brooklyn lad who swal
lowed large quantities of hardware. 
In St. John’s Hospital, he was operat
ed upon and Head Surgeon George Hop
kins an 1 several colleagues took from 
the opening in his stomach the foil Sw
ing : 129 common pins, six hairpins,
two horseshoe nails, ten 2 1-2-inch 
nails, two latch-keys, a ring with a 
stone setting and three chains—one 
brass and two nickel. There were oth
er things which the doctors did not 
get. When lie recovered from the ef
fects of the anaesthetic Fasel told the 
doctors he had also swallowed in addi
tion to the articles enumeruied above* 
several hundred pins, eight horseshoe 
nails, a brass express check, a shoe hut- 
toner and a glass pendant from a 
chandelier. These things are still in 
him. When asked why he ate them 
lie merely said : “ To make some ex
tra mobey to help my poor mother and 
my sick father.”

The boy’s father is dying of con
sumption and his ambition is to sup
port his mother and sister by appear
ing in public.

THE MOTHER’S STORY.
Perhaps John Fasel’s story is best 

told in I he language of his mother, 
who, in her statement of her son's um- 

I bition, was quite unconscious of the 
picture of misery she was unveiling. 
Skti told of it during a pause in her 

1 work of cleaning her bare 111 tie kitch- 
1 en. Her husband lay on his pallet 
near the stove, punctuating her re- 

i marks with his hacking oougii.
" Johnny always had an idea of go

ing on the stage,” said Mrs. Fasel. ‘He 
particularly wanted to belong to a 
ciircus. He could do some wonderful 
sleight-of-hand tracks. He had a part- 

. nt-.r, Henry tieineman, who worked in 
: i he shop beside him. He did these 
; tricks just like John.

‘ Well, one mght we were sitting 
at the supper table and there was no 
more food left. John asked for more, 
and when 1 told htui it- was all gone 
he says: "All right, mother, this will 
do just as well !” and with that he 
takes a pin from his coat and just 
swallowed it-

" Well, 1 was that struck ! ‘ It'll kill 
you,’ 1 says, * No, it won’t,’ says he, 
I’ve often done it—me an’ Henry.’

• Then he told me how he had often 
swallowed pins and nails. Un ce, he 
said, a pin or a nail stuck in his t hi oat 
and he had been to the hospital un
known to me to have it removed

" Well, afte> that he often swallow
ed things. He seemed to have a cast- 
iron stomach, i asked him how it felt. 
He said he did not feel the things at 
all—that is, no more than you might 
feel a crust of bread go ng down He 
3Vallowed a glass pendant and he took 
button-hooks as easily as you might 
eat a stick cA candy, and from but- 

j ton-hooks he took to swallowing 
' chains.
i SWALLOWED A THREE-FOOT 

CHAIN.
" I saw him swallow a chain three 

• feet long. It was t lie only thing 1 
ever knew him to revolt against. He 
could not keep it down Maybe it would 
have killed him. if he had.

1 " Unknown to me lie was going out
1 nights and earning money by giving 
exhibitions of swallowing.

" On Thanksgiving Day he and 
Henry Heineman had a regular feast 
of hardware lhey ate everything 
hard and small they could find. One 
thing John did was'to wrap up a doz
en or so pins in paper and swallow the 
pocknge.

" John got offers from museums and 
side shows and he expected to go with 
Barnum’s Circus this spring. One 
night a man came and aske-l him to 
attend a smoker in Brooklyn Thai 
was the night he overdid himself, In 
the presence of people who oughi lo 
have known belter than to let h m do 
it he ate all those things they took 
out of him in the hospital. He was 
feeling lad the next day, and from 
that o.'i he grew worse.

DR. HOPKINS STATEMENT.
Dr. George Hopkins, surgeon of St. 

John’s Hospital, Brooklyn, said :
" When 1 first saw John Fasel he 

was suffering from severe pains in the 
abdomen, due to the great quantity 
of nails, pins, and other hard sub
stances he had swallowed. It was ne
cessary to operate on him We began 
by taking X-rays phot ographs, of I he 
region about the stomoieh.

" Drs. E. P. H u man, II. A. Fairbairn, 
E. E. Woolworth, E. F. Bishop, II- B. ! 
De la Tour. E Worth, H. D. Hotchkiss, j 
Kn;ght and Crittenden were present, j 
when the ojxeratlon was performed. We j 
mad an in ision thre inches in I eng: b | 
and found horseshoe nails, ordinary 
nails, pins, hairpins, latch keys, a ring 
and three chains. One of the chains 
whs as long as my watch chain; the 
other t wo were each half as long.

" Fasel is now resting quietly. His 
temperature is normal, and his pulse 
is regular. I think he will get well, 
although 1 may have to make another 
incision.

" H? told me he ate those things at 
the rate of S3 an hour in order to earn 
extra money to help his mother uud 
sick father.”

TO FILL AN ICE-HOUSE PROPERLY.
For packing ice, any insulating ma

terial or something that will prevent 
tbe passage of heal through itself is 
required. This should be placed on the 
floor, up the sides and between the 
cakes. Dry sawdust shavings may be 
used ; they should never be wet. If ice 
is broken finely in cold, dry weather 
and packed tightly between 1 he cakes, 
it will prevent them from thawing. A 
durable floor may be made of cobble 
or broken stone, 12 in. deep, covered 
with coarse gravel or sand. The top 
should be covered with, no: less than 6 
in. of dry sawdust. If sawdust is not 
at h,:ind, a layer of dry straw, chaff 
or hay 18 in. thick before tbe ice is 
packed may be used. The Ooor 
should prevent any current of air in
ward or outward, yet permit ready 
drainage.

For the filling of the ice-house a 
slide of strong planks may be made, 
and a rope passing through a pulley 
inside the ice-house can be used for 
pulling up the blocks of ice. It is im
portant that the ice should be pack
ed as closely a a possible. Any spaces 
between tie blocks should be packed 
full of broken ice in order to prevent 
the. j ,'tience or circulation of air 
around the several blocks.

Cut, dry hay or si raw, when packed 
fairly close between ice and walls, 
makes a good insulator. A thickness 
of not less than 18 in. should be used. 
A layer of sawdust 12 in. thick may 
be used, but if ii becomes wet on the 
side next to the ice, the water or 
dampness is likely to permeate the 
whole of the sawdu-t and thus destroy 
its non-conducting properties. When 
hay or straw is used, care should be 
taken to have it thoroughly dry and 
cut fine. A serious risk in the use of 
hay and straw is that they may con
tain small particles of ice or snow. 
When hay or stra w' is used in such a 
way, the small particles of ice, hail 
or snow mix with it, melt, and make 
the whole of the insulating material 
damp. To that extent ibe> destroy 
its efliciency.

For the covering for the top of the 
ice, a layer of sawdust 1 foot thick is 
sufficient, if ii be pui on dry and left 
undisturbju. When sawdust, h s to be 
moved frequently for the taking out of 
ice from time to time, the warmer 
portion of tlie sawdust lying near the 
surface become^ mixed with t he oth
er portions an i may be put back close 
to the ice. That causes a slight melt
ing of the ice ; the dampness thus 
caused makes the layer of sawdust 
wet, and to that extent destroys its 
insulating properties. It is therefore 
desirable to use a layer of long dry 
straw or Lay. 2 feet thick as a cov
ering on top of i Le ice. When the 
hay or straw is removed from, a part 
of the surface, to permit ice being lak - 
eu out, it may be put back again with 
little waste of ice, and almost no loss 
of the non-conducting qualities of the 
covering.

Where ice is covered with a layer of 
sawdust, or hay, or straw to preserve 
it from melting, provision should be 
made for ventilation over the top. The 
covering layer might become heated 
otherwise. If the rays of the sun beat 
on the roof of i he ice-house and there 
is not sufticien: ventilation in i he 
gable ends or on the to t to allow the 
heated air to escape, that part becomes 
(practically a mi Id tempered oven for 
melting t be contents of the build
ing.

PRIMROSES AS HOUSE PLANTS.
Primroses are among the most sat

isfactory plants to grow in windows 
that get lit tle or no sun. The Chinese 
primrose is the best for winter 1 lower
ing. There are the single and double 
varieties, tl,e latter being the favorite. 
The Uuwers, though mail, are borne 
in clusters of considerable size, and the 
plant blooms prufu-ely. Primula ob- 
cuuica is .mother excellent species, 
with pure white flowers which are 
sometimes flushed will lilac with a 
i mon-yellow eye. Primrose.-, need 
putting in a light, porous soil with 
good drainage. The crown of the 
plant should be set well above i h.- sur
face ot Lbe soil and i he earth sloped 
toward the sides to allow water to run 
ofi quickly.

DON’T BURRY HE A Vi HOUSES.
It is bad- policy to move a team1 out 

of its natural gait, especially with a 
load. It is far better to put on a full 
load, and give the horses their time 
for moving it than o m ka two loads 
of it and hurry t h m. There is no cer
tain decrease of rapidity of action pro 
cured to each horse, and if he is press
ed beyond the limit, fatigue follows 
quickly, while within this limit great 
endurance is possible. To illustrate 
the point, let a- man attempt to move 
his arm • as. rapidly us a bird dues his 
wings, or his legs in walking as rapid
ly as does his little boy, and see bow 
quickly he will become exhausted. This 
will convince him of the lolly ol at
tempting to make his heavy draft 
horses step with the rapidity of the 
pony or fast no er. The law of na
ture is that heavy bodies move slow
ly-

GROUND OATS.
In European countries crushed and 

ground oats are much used. Where 
horses are inclined to eat rapidly, 
grinding assists in the utilization of 
the food.

LORD STRATHC0NA.

A Deecrlptlee of Mis Eusllsh Home-Hilt 
Offer lu Equip Itoiiyli Itidevs for toum 
.Africa Will Cost 111 the Neighborhood 
of a Million Dollars.

We have reason to know' Lord 
Strathcona as our wealthiest citizen 
the President of our largest bunk, our 
High Commissioner in Great Britain 
the Chancellor of our second univer
sity, and one of the few' Canadians who 
have attained to the honor ofi a seat 
in the British House of Lords. \ve 
have known him as munificent with 
his millions in times past, yet none of 
his benefactions has appealed so wide
ly to public spirit as this iast—his pro- 
posai to equip, at his private expense 
400 mounted rough riders for service 
in South Africa, which has been receiv
ed so enthusiastically all over the em
pire, and which has justly made him 
for tbe time easily the first Canadian 
in Imperial politics. It Is a long 
stride this from the stripling of eight
een exiled tor thirteen long years on 
the bleak coasts of Labrador, an ill- 
paid clerk in a company, to the peer 
of the realm with his millions, able to 
bear the weight, of so ^princely an of
fering as that which now' gives him at 
once a reputation as wide as the em-

ln England, it may be interesting to 
note, Lord Strathcona lives, while out 
of London, at Knebw'orth, one of the 
most famous old mansions of Hert
fordshire, with a history dating back 
as far as the Norman conquest, though 
■as the ancestral home of Lord Lyt tun, 
the author, it is not without an inter
est more modern.

Knebworth survived a stormy tran
sition from a Norman fortress held by 
Endo Dapil’er at the Conquest, to be, 
oome one of the most picturesque of 
Elizabethan mansions, where tjueeq 
Bess delighted to visit Sir Rowland 
de Lyiton about the time of the 
Armada. It was owned in turn by 
Thomas de Brutherion, fifth sou of Ed
ward I. ; the noted Sir Walter de Man
ny ; Anne, wife of John de Hastings; 
Earl of Pembroke ; Sir John de lior- 
toff, Treasurer ol the household of 
Henry VI. ; Sir Thomas BuurcJaier, 
Knight ul the Garter, and Sir William 
d3 Lyt ton. Governor of Boulogne. L^ke 
most historic houses of its kind, its 
principal apartments are the banquet 
hall, oak drawing-room, library, and 
the oak armory loom, where, in the 
days of Charles 1., Pym, Eliot uud 
Hampden were often entertained by 
Sir Wiljiam Lytiou. The whole man
sion is Crowded with, trophies, armors 
and priceless memorials of historic 
days and deeds.

But of more interest to ua than its 
specimens of Italian and Dutch art, its 
famous music gallery connected with 

! its round lower, w here John Hamp- 
j den slept, is the human interest at- 
tached to the old place as the home 
of the poet, novelist, essayist, Lord 

; Lytton, author and poet. The old 
! place has its ghost, an uncanny house
wife, who on occasions is said to bring 
her spinning wheel to Knebwori h, and 
the drone of its weird music strikes 
terror to its hearers when an impend
ing disaster hangs over the house- of 
Lytton. The domain of Knebworih, 
church, village, greensward, fern-be
decked hills, the odorous grasses and 
waving reeds beside tbe lake, the. ma
jestic avenues of the park, with'oaks 
that whisper of dead centuries, and 
ivy clinging like romance itself io 
every crook and cranny, make an en
semble fit to thrill the soul of the 
most prosaic visitor.

OTHER SIDE OF THE QUESTION.
There was a big complimentary din

ner given to Sir Thomas 1 dpt oil at the 
Carlton Club some time ago, and when 
the. conversation was well under way 
and the cigars well alight an Ameri
can guest of Lord Charles Berosford is 
credited with a very characteristic de
finition of the state of affairs at Lady
smith. The talk had naturally turned 
to the war, and the American ventur
ed thi opinion that White has holding 
up the Boer force as effectively as the 
Boors were holding him. "Have you 
ever robbed a bumblebee’s nest ?” he 
asked Lord Charles Bervsford. Beres- 
ford was forced to admit that he had 
not. "Well, it strikes me that the 
whole war situation is epitomized in 
the story of the bees, the boy and the 
bull.’ continued the American. ‘‘White 
is the bees, the Boers are the boy, and 
t he army corps is the bull. The boy 
located the bees’ nest in the middle of 
a pasture field. Hi- gathered together 
a bundle of switches, tiptoed over and 
commenced to w hack aw ay at i be open
ing to the bumblebees nest. Now, if 
you had ever robbe 1 a b es" nesi you’d 
know might y well that once you’ve 
stirred 'em up, once you’ve started 
using your handful of s-.v i> ches and the 
bees know business is afoot, you’ve 
got to keep on a-w itching till the last 
Ivee is killed. You can’t lei up for a 
moment or the bees are all over you
like a red-hot hailstorm. You can't
bud ge. you ’t look ov your

but must Rake your <Riances and
pay 11 en tion to the

The boy I spoke of was so in-

JAPANESE WOMEN DIVERS.
Over a hundred Japanese women 

following the profession of divers are 
found along t he coast of Japan. They 
axe from 17 to 30 years of age. Their 
earnings are not uniform, gs they are 
paid according to the amount of their 
work, which consists of diving for agar 
seaweed, sea ear and cucumber.

tent on slashing the l>ecs that came 
boiling oui of the ground that he 
never caught sight of the bull coming 
on the jump for him. That’s ns far _ 
as i need go with the story now. We’ll 
see w hat happens when I he bull 
strikes, the boy.” That story was 
told, however, before Duller had land
ed in Africa. It may have lost a 
little of its point by this time.

RABBIT HATCHES DOVES' EGGS.
From London comes a story of a 

rabbit that hatched doves’ eggs and 
thus became the proud foster mother 
of two little squ ibs. The rabbit was 
captured while very young and put 
among the doves because there seem
ed no better place for it at the time.
Ii at once made friends with the 
Leathered companions and for some 
reason or other insisted upon getting 
into one of the nests. So the sit
ting dove let tbo rabbit attend to the 
incubation of her eggs, but after the 
young doves came the mother bird 
ggain assumed control and attended 
to feeding them.


