oK,
SRR

¢

R

7

7
Q

O

\/*\4\,‘\,
AT

2

¥

RSO BEBTK

',

7S

Digestive ailments are frequently neglected.
People say “It’sonlyamuchofmdigestmn

it will go away.” What begins as simple
discomfort is allowed to become a serious—
chronic ailment, Never neglect the treat-
ment of digestive derangement. To relieve
disorders of stomach, liver, kidneys and
bowels, Beecham’s Pills act
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and

PILI.S

Sold everywhere in Canada. .
4Y LargestSaleof any Medicineinthe World
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and d¥ jcussions on this important is-
sue.

Duriag the years in which these
paymetats were made Sir Richard
Squireis was away from the Colony
from {ime to time, the approximate
dates |of his absence being:

From «3rd August, 1920 to 6th Decem-
¢ mber, 1920,
st A#gust, 1921 to 3rd Octob-
ger, 1921,
{20th December, 1921 to
January, 1922
23rd June, 1922 to
ember, 1922,

22nd

14th Dec-

for*

these ‘'periods, Sir Richard had taken

a ver§- active part and had attained.

a ve:ry’ prominent place in politics,
and thyere can be no doubt that from '

1919 tg» 1923 the greater part of his: ! count upon which Miss Miller could\Or was it in accordante with'the fh-
‘time “m as given over to political work | operate wzs the ome at the Bank of | ., = tiine of Sir Richard when he

He vias filling the highest office m

some time before the first of

from page 3.)

accept or endorse bills, promissory
notes and cheques in his name, to
pay or receive money from him and
to mampage- for him all kinds of busi-
ness with the bank. He had come to
place great reliance on her ability
and honesty and devotion to his in-
terests, She and her brother were
also supporters of the political party
wifich he led and it was expenditure
incurred in connection with politics
which was the chief cause of his fin-
ancialtroubles,

atcount at the Cana-
dian Bank of Qommerce and an of-
fice account at t Bank of Nova
Scotia. His balancé at the Canadian |
| Bank of Commerce was drawn out
during the month, and the only ac-

' Nova Scotia. That account was over-

the gitz.te, and was frequently com-fdrawn notes on which Sir Richard

through the. illness of
to shoulder the burdens of

W‘HOH
leagu &3

other Departments of Government be- i short time, other claims were com- tent had been obtalned

sides "his own. The conduct of his!
law ¢ dfice was largely left to
ordin: es; after 1918 he ceased to

call cwer or check the office books;

and kdés own attendances at the of-!
making himself

fice tw:came irregular, infrequent,
brief :xnd hurried. In the summer of
1920 1x’s partnership with Mr. Alex-
ander YVinter was dissolved, and when
he left ' the Colony on or about Aug-
ust 3144,
of his §\ffairs was Miss Miller.

Miss . Miller entered' the employmentf
f Sir J3ichard Squires in September,

1916. Originally engaged as
countayp t she ultimately became in
fact getrieral manager of the office. As
-arly @s November 1917, Sir Richard
author®zed her to sign cheques,

the person really in charge
| pleasure that the $20,000 had not been

col- | was personally liable to the extent of , SirsRichard repaid the $4,000 he knew

$20,000.00 were falling due in a very!

ing in and there was a recurring dif-

sub-:ﬁculty over the finances of the Daily
;Star, a political
| was not paying its way, and for the

newspaper, which
upkeep of which Sir Richard was
sresponsible. Sir
Richard left these matters for Miss
Miller to deal with, and@ he did not
make any arrangement with the Bank
Manager, who, after his departure,
expressed to Miss Miller strong dis-

provided for, and refused to advance
any more money or have anything

ac- imore to do with notes signed by Sir
i Richard.

Sir Richard had spoken to
Miss Miller about the position before

, he went away, and there was a great
, conflict of evidence before me as to!

‘Squira s and Winter, per J. G. Mil-| what instruction he gave her. Accord-

ler” on. the firm’s account in the Bank

ing to his accuont her only instructions |

of No'r1 Scotia and on 8th November | were that he had signed and left with

919 'he> executed a power of attor-
ney b: which she was enabled to draw

his secretary, Miss Sounders, certain
notes which could be negotiated in

{ed. It does not appear that any such

{than one was issued; she could not

..|ler (August 4th): f

1 Richard. admitted  that it was within

emwuwuer'ammmrtodm
for him proved insufficient and hﬁr
personal signature should be requir-

‘notes were ever put into circulation,
and Miss Saunders, who afirmed their
existence, did not suggest that more

tell me, nor could anyone else, what
had become of it or of the remainder;
she thought that she had destroyed
them. In any case this expedient
could be of no avail. The Bank of
Nova Scotia refused to touch Sir
Richard’s paper, and Misgs Miller’s
overtures to another Bank met with
the same response, and she was faced
with the necessity of financing Sir
Richard by some other means.

" While still on his way t6 Fngland
Sir Richard telegraphed to Miss Mil-

+ “Have telegraphed Goodland
giva you list Star accounts pay
Murphy immediately credit ar-
ranged also 1000 Steer note Cana~-
dian Bank renew balance.”

and again on August 7th.
“Cable me London, Tuesday.”

and on August 1lith she telegraphed
to him in London,

“Satisfactorily arranged.”

1 accepted her evidence that the
Star list, when it came, was appalling,
and that it was followed by a con-
stant stream of further claims. Sir

the scope of her employment to meet
the pressure by using her power of
attorney to obtain accomodation or
loans, and in fact she applied to her
brother through whom she obtained
$40,000 and when he refused to sup-
ply more she went to Mr. Meaney.
According to her story this was;
precisely what Sir Richard had told |
her to do—to exhaust her brother first
and then in the last resort to apply
to Mr. Meaney. At that time she
knew nothing of Mr. Meaney, but he
was later, if not then, a friend of her
brothers whom he visited at Sir
Richard’s office, Mr. Miller having
been given permission to use the
room previously occupied by Mr.

Winter. Why did she seek the help
{of Mr. Meaney? Was. it of her own
lmotlon, or of a suggestion of her
| brother, or of Mr. Meaney himself?|

{ left her to cope with his finances?
§ It is clear at any rate that when |

that assistance at least to. that ex-
~from Mr.
Meaney. The precise date of this
payment it was impossible to ascer-
tain, every witness concerned told a
different story about it. It was a
cash transaction, there was nothing
to indicate where the money ‘came
from, and ne receipt was given or
asked for. Sir Richard himself put
the incident as having taken place
in December 1920 within a few days
of his return to the Colony, when the
amount outstanding on the cheques
given .to Mr. Meaney was $3,955, and
he swore .that until 1923 he never
heard that another cent had come to
him from that source. It is certain
that nothing more was ever paid to
{ Mr. Meaney, while Miss Miller went
on giving “him cheques and 1.0.U’s.
| throughout 1921 and far into 1922.
There was ag\' st this the evidence
of Miss Miller that the $4,000 was
a payment on account of a ' larger
sum, and that from time to time she

PatriotismAroused--Well | should say so
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Smiling Prince”
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| ment whidi{ he was alleged to have

| ing investigation \{nto the whole mat-

brought th. later items to his ;t~

‘téntion and asked him to repay them. | §

Mr. Meany alleged similar requests
on two occasions.
In the spring of 1921 considerable

changes were made at the office of|

Sir Richard Squlm At the begin-
ning ‘of the year he had taken into
partnership Mr. L. R. Curtis, who
' was dissatisfled with the way in which
the affairs of the office were being

conducted, and .particularly with the|

practice of using the account at the
Bank of Nova Scotia for other than |
purely office matters., = Miss Miller
was contemplating matrimony and
the relinquishment of her post. Sir
Richard had heard disquieting rum-}
ours as to the way in which the of-
fice had been carried on during his
absence, and in one instan¢e at any
rate, he considered thst Miss Miller
had used her authority under the
power of attorney uanwisely. In tihe
result a new “trust” account was op-
ened in the name of L. R.' Curtis, Miss
Miller's power of attorney was can-
celled, Mr. Fraser was installed as ac-
countant, and Sir Richard himself,
by letter dated 2nd March, 1921, an-
nounced his intention at ealling at the
cfice every morning at half past nine
to deal with any business transactin.s
which might heve ariten during the
previous day. M:r. Fraser founi “le
office hooks, a cash book and a led-
ger, in a deplorable condition. They
were imcomplete and behind, and they
had not been checked or balanced for
years; he did the best he could with
them, sometimes by writing in whole
pages, months or years after the
events, from information gathered
from Sir Richard Squires, and he
made lists of doubtful items, some of
which he has never been able to clear
up. These bhooks were of very lit-
tle use at the Enquiry; it was always
difficult and .-often impossible to
trace a transaction through 'them,
and many important things were
omitted from them altogether. Miss |
Miller was the person primarily re-
sponsible for them, but I cannot be-
lieve that Sir Richard himself wag en-
tirely ignorant of their state. Miss
Miller stayed to assist Mr. Fraser un-
til the end of July, when she was plac-
ed on a reduced salary. According to
Sir Richard this was paid her solely
in relation to certain insurance mat-
ters of value tp him, with which she
was in close touch, and she had noth-
ing to do with his finances beyond
possibly conveying to him voluntary
contnbytlons from political support-
ers. Accordmg to her she was at his
request procuring money for him,
chiefly by the aid of Mr. Meaney, un-
til July, 1922: Light was thrown on
this controvergy by several incidents?
mc]udlng —_— {

(A) l’nsurance business was not aE
firm-matter but the personal concern |
of Sir Richard only; in the latter part
of Auguqt 1921 Mr. Fraser found that |
the premiums collected by or for SH"
Richard had not been paid to the in-i
surance companies for over a year, |
and they were angrily demanding a|
remittance, Sir Richard asked Mr. Cur- |
tis to send a cheque on the trust ac-
count; Mr. Curtis asked Sir Richard
first to put that account in funds; it:
was put in funds by the payment m‘
of $5000. That payment was made by
Miss Miller and the deposit slip bears
her name.

(B) On 28th Decemf\er 1921 Miss
Miller paid a sum of $3000 into Sir
Richard’s account at the Canadian
Bank of Commerce.

(C) On 27th July, 1922 Miss Miller
paid a sum of $500 into Sir Richard’s
account at the Canadian Bank of Com-
merce and left the duplicate deposit
slip in the hands of Mr. Meaney,

(D) So late as August, 1922 the Man-
ager ON the Bank of Commerce was
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dealing With Miss Miller with refer- €

ence to deppsits which should have
been made pt:)\gr Richard’'s letter of
credit account.

June, 1923 Mr. Meaney alleged
burglary had been attempted at

made to the\police officer sent to en-
quire into th® matter, insinuating
that Sir Richardwas implicated. Pend-

Mr. Meaney was
suspended from his\ office as Acting
Controller; there had ‘peen other com-
plaints of his managemant, such as an
accusation of overstockihg, but the
events in connection with the alleged
burglary formed the sale reason given
for his suspension. Soon after this
rumours reached Mr. Meaney that
criminal proceedings were contem-

against him; he had for some

. and after he had comn-

citor his whole story

was 'laid  befo! the Minister of
Justice,

My attention was called to the sub-
sequent conduct of Sir Richard as
bearing upon the genuineness of the
case set up by him at the Enguiry.
Though he discussed the charge with
Ministers and members of his party he
never attempted to offer any explana-
tion of it, and he did not deny it.
Though the Minister of Justice waited

on him with retexence to the charge, |

@

Adjoining Roper & T

was implicated in this section of the

Enquiry, he did not ask for inspection '

of the documents or fo® any partic-
ulars with regard to them, nor did he
give any instructions.to his counsel
on the matter, and on the first day of
the hearing his counsel, Mr. Howley,
K.C., stated to me, and I have no doubt
truthfully :—*I would like to point out
that I have now for the first time in-
timation that my client is interested
in any way in this particular head of
the Commission.”

In my opinion Sir Richard had long
known that he was implicated and
the nature of the allegations that were
being made against him, and while he
was in Europe in October, 1923 he Te-
ceived a very significant telegram pur-
porting to have been sent by Mr. Mil-
ler:—

“Understand. Meaney willing to
consider cheque and 1.0.U’s per-
sonal loan if same paid amount-
ing $20,000 and if this is attend-
ed to believe can show anything
myself concerned as personal and
outside any negotiations or com-
munication between you and com-
panies.”

As a matter of fact this telegram
ﬁa;notnﬁtby Mr. Miller, but by a

MM rhw.hhvebeen

5 but Sir Rich-

ferent views, and his conduet in Dec-
ember, 1923 in interviewing both Mr.
Miller and Mr. Meaney with regard to
the statements they were furnishing
to the Minister of Justice for use at
the enquiry which was imminent, and
in endeavouring to adjust-the financial
side of this liqguor control question in
the fond hope that this head of the En-
quiry might be withdrawn, were in
my opinion, to say the least of it, ex-
tremely unwise. The part played by Sir |
Richard in c¢onnection with Mr. Mil-

ler's statement ‘did not raise my opin- e
fon of his straightforwardness. W

That Mr. Miller would be willing
to do anything he could to avoid the
ordeal of the witness box can well be
understood by anyone who saw or;
heard him during the hearing of the
second section of the enquiry. But @
Mr. Meaney’s wish seems to have ®
been to shield Sir Richard ppssibly
with the hope of a renewal of his ©
patronage, and he made it plain to %
Mr. Curtis that he did not seek to
avoid “taking.his own medicine.”

On the score of credit both Mr,
Meaney and Miss Miller had laid
themselves open to attack, and eritic
isms on this head were properly mad
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jard’s counsel. I was alive
’ view of their
icipation in the wrong-
of a very careful con-
their evidence, and of

jon, if any, to be found !

gments and surrounding
Mr. Meaney was also
i as  being actuated by
though he was friend-
with Sir Richard when
actions began, it was
time went on and the
ermanent  Controllership

istowed upon him, he be-

pious and ultimately in-
jis was an additional rea-

utinizing his word, though

pt the contention that
which was given with
hameless candour, is to
regarded. Both he and
egarded the payments as
character, they ex-

r Richard would redeem

e money would be re-
8  Department, and no
Awould be done. More-
fitle of Mr, Meaney’s evi-
touched 8ir Richard
f the enquiry, and the
r Richard's complicity
more upon the evi-
-muor.
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sought to obtain at any time-s

fit or advantage for hersei

never entertained a particle

mity towards.her employer

lations with Mr. Meaney we I
intimate, and her will was not sub-
ordinate to his. Her evidence was
not entirely devoid of inaccuracies;
and her memory was sometimes at
fault; no single witness was called
before me about whom the same
might not be said, but was satisfied
that she was telling me the truth
to the best of her ability and with-
out any ulterior motive.

Sir Richard Squires on the other
hand was at all material times a
prominent public man, always open to
attack and misrepresentation, and I
have not omitted to regard his posi-
tion and his attainments, his labours
and his necessities, and the matter
and the manner of his evidence.
These too were elements to be con-
sidered .in conjunction with the facts
and finding which I have mentioned
above, and the thousand and one de--
tails which came out in  the course
of the Enquiry, but of which I do

(Continued on page 7.)




