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ARE WE TO HAVE A REIGN OF 
TERROR?

Early last session the Opposition 
developed as a principle of action in 
the slander campaign the doctrine 
that any man who had any business 
transaction with the Government was 
oi necessity a villain and it robber : 
that no other evidence of his villainy 
was required beyond the fact that he 
had such transaction, and that this 
being known he thereto^ became a 
legitimate target for whatever species 
of assault the Opposition might see 
fit to make upon him.

A typical doctrine of how this doc­
trine was practised may be found in 
the debate on the Southern Alberta 
Land company. This was a company 
to whom the Govern a-* at had disj cs- 
ed of a tract of land near Medicine 
Hat on condition that large irrigation 
works be constructed there.

The wisdom of the bargain, the stip­
ulations as to the fulfilment of duties, 
the price charged, the desirability of 
the irrigation, were of course all pro­
per and legitimate subjects for the 
consideration of Parliament, matters 
of public interest for which the Gov­
ernment stood answerable.

But these were not the subjects 
that engaged the attenti m of th ; Op­
position. They were far i.?->s concern­
ed in the merits of the scheme than 
in the personnell of the company. 
Whether or not the bargain was a 
good one from the country’s stand­
point concerned them little in com­
patis on to the overwhelming interest 
they displayed in the individuals with 
whom the bargain had been made. 
The desirability of having the land 
irrigated was as nothing in their 
minds to the supreme desirability of 
imputing rascality to the men wl." 
undertook the work and to the Gov­
ernment for permitting if to be un­
dertaken.

Disregarding absolutely thé real pub­
lic interest in the bargain in ques­
tion, ignoring the still broader ques­
tion of the public interest in irriga­
tion, and of hdw that interest could 
best be conserved; the Opposition 
critics fell upon the characters of the 
gentlemen who had the audacity to 
undertake the enterprise. Secure in 
their legal immunity as members of 
parliament they dragged the names 
of these gentlemen into the debate, 
ridiculed them, scoffed ait them, 
slandered and maligned them, berated 
them as moral reprobates and public 
enemies—all because they had had 
the harihood to enter into a business 
transaction with the Government. , 

Suppose this “scandal" had not 
also been slander, suppose these men 
—against, whom no assailant in Par­
liament or in the courts has dared to 
formulate a specific charge and at­
tempt to prove it—suppose they had 
been all the Opposition endeavored 
to insinuate and worse, suppose they 
had been even self-confessed murder­
ers, proven perjurers, convicted rob 
bers, would that be any reason why 
their names should be brought into 
Parliament, rolled as delectable mor­
sels in the mouths of those with a 
taste for filth, and their infamy pro 
claimed through parliamentary re 
ports and at the country's expense?

The Canadian Parliament exists 
not for the dissection of private char­
acter. but for the discharge of public 
business. Who made Mr. Ames, oi 
Montreal, Mr. Bristol of Toronto, or 
Mr. Northrop, of Hastings, the cens­
ors of private conduct? Either the 
pub’ic approvers of private virtue or 
the advertising mediums of private 
rascality?

The concern of -parliament is with 
the public interest and its concern 
ceases where the public interest ceas­
es. For this interest the Government 
is answerable to Parliament, and it 
is the business of the Opposition to 
hold the Government so answerable. 
But no private citizen is answerable 
to Parliament- for his character or 
his conduct ; unfortunately, neither is 
a member of parliament answerable 
in the courts for his slanderous as 
saults upon the character of a private 
citizen.

Primarily the purpose of this abuse 
of private individuals was doubtless 
designed to impute scandal where no 
scandal existed. But there is excel­

lent reason for believing another ob­
ject was also in view.

No single purpose lies nearer the 
hearts of the Opposition than that 
of retarding, blockading, hampering 
and restricting the administration of 
the department of the interior. The 
western development policy of that 
department is the hope of Canada and 
the despair of the Opposition. While 
it continues Canada will continue 
prosperous, and while Canada con- 
inues prosperous the Opposition have 
an up-hill job trying to persuade the 
people to reinstate the conditions that 
existed under the old regime.

Now if the impression could be cre­
ated in the public mind that a man 
was taking his reputation in his hand 
when he did business with the de­
partment the development policy 
would be blockaded and the Opposi­
tion purpose to that degree attained. 
For what man who values his good 
name would enter into the most hon­
orable and legitimate business trans­
action with the Government if the 
price he was to pay was to be assailed 
in the House of Commons as a grafter 
and a scoundrel ? Precisely as a man 
valued his good name would he shrink 
from having it dragged in the mire, 
and ultimately only those who had 
no regard for their reputations would 
pay the price.

But if this slander of private char­
acter is to continue, what man in 
Western Canada is immune from sim­
ilar assaults? The greater portion of 
the population of this country have 
business transactions with the de­
partment of the interior, either as 
homesteaders, hs ^ranchers, as thej 
owners of coal mining rights or timber 
limits. If the Opposition may assault 
with impunity the character of Guy 
Tracy Robbins, an unknown English­
man, why not as well the character 
of John Brown, or Sam Jones, or any- 
ody else who may have happened to 
enter into business relations with the 
Government as a homesteader, a 
rancher, a coal minor or a lumber­
man?

If this policy of reviling without 
leave, license or pretext, the char­
acters of private individuals who en­
gage in any business transaction 
with the Government is to be sup­
posed to have any pufpose at all aside 
from the creation of scandal, that pur­
pose can only be to terrorize the pub­
lic from doing business with the Gov­
ernment, in any form, of any nature, 
and under any circumstances.

Are the people of this country to be 
terrorized into abandoning their 
rights of citizenship by the associated 
defenders of the Fosterian “cult"?

PRAISING THE HOLD-UP MAN.
The laudation of Premier McBride 

by the Conservative ptgss bears a 
striking analogy to the victims of 
an attempted hold-up singing praises 
to the man who demanded their 
money with a club.

A year ago it will be remembered 
a conference of the Canadian provin­
cial Premiers was held in Ottawa, to 
consider and arrange am increase f 
subsidies which would more fully 
meet the requirements of the various 
provinces and which would secure to 
each province a fair share of the 
funds available for this purpose.

It was tacitly understood that any 
conclusion in reason to which the 
conference might come would be ac­
ceptable to the Federal Government. 
It was the business of the Premiers 
to lay the claims of their provinces 
before the Conference, and if the in­
crease secured for any Province was 
less than desired, the ‘plaint lay not 
against the federal Government, but 
against the Federal Government, but 
the manner in which the claims of 
tha/t Province were urged upon the 
Conference.

Premier McBride attended the con­
ference, but from first to last made 
it clear that his purpose in attending 
was not to secure more liberal al­
lowances for British Columbia, but 
to provoke a quarrel which could be 
turned to account in the approach­
ing Provincial elections. At the first 
favorable opportunity he effronted 
the other members by protesting 
against any discussion or considéra 
tion at the Conference of British Col 
umbia’s claim to a special allowance

Having thus- alienated the sym 
pathy of the other members, Mr. Mc­
Bride followed it up by attempting 
to hold up the Conference for an 
allowance, which the members could 
not recommend and which he knew 
they could not recommend without 
abandoning all thoughts of the rights 
of the other provinces.

Needless to say, the Conference did 
not surrender to any such highway 
tactics. But to show that they were 
sincerely ready to grant any reason­
able demands from British Columbia, 
the members unanimously recom­

mended to that Province an increase 
of $100,000 per year more than its 
population entitled it to receive. 
Premier Whitney of Cmtario, and 
Premier RoMin, of Manitoba, ,were 
present at the conference and made 
themselves clear that they considered 
this allowance ample and generous.

For their consideration, Mr. Mc­
Bride rewarded the members with 
another insult, gathering up his 
papers and leaving the hall in a 
spirit of petulant dudgeon hardly to 
be expected from a responsible adult. 
Nor would he again return to ' the 
Conference and take part in the de­
liberations. '

For the increased subsidy which 
they secured the people of British 
Columbia owe nothing to Premier Mc­
Bride ; and if the increase was not 
as large as if they would have desired 
they may cliarge the shortage to the 
effrontery of the provincial politician 
who first insulted and then attempted 
to hold-up the Conference, in the 
hope that their refusal could be used 
as campaign material.

A bill to legalize the increased sub­
sidies was prepared and submitted to 
the Imperial Government for endors- 
ation. Premier McBride journeyed 
to London and had the bill altered 
by the omission of the words “final 
and unalterable.” The omission or 
inclusion of the words, of course 
makes no difference whatever. A 
parliament can revoke its own acts, 
regardless of any such stipulations. 
The alteration does not better either 
the cause or the chances of British 
Columbia getting more money ; but it 
cost that Province the holiday ex­
panse of Premier McBride and gave 
that gentleman another chance to 
cultivate antagonism between his 
Province and the remaining portion 
of Canada.

It must be remembered that the 
quarrel of 'Mr. McBride is not with 
the Federal Government, but with 
the people of Canada. The money 
which pays the provincial subsidies 
is provided not by the Federal Gov­
ernment, but by the people of the 
Dominion. The portion of that money 
which shall be paid to the various 
provinces was determined by the of­
ficial representatives of the provinces. 
And the brigand tactics of Mr. Mc­
Bride were attempted not against the 
Federal Government, but against *he 
provincial representatives of the 
Canadian people, i

We have now, therefore, the spec­
tacle of the Conservative press join­
ing in a campaign to boom Mr. Mc­
Bride for his onslaught on the rights 
of the other provinces of Canada, 
which onslaught was resisted by the 
Conservative premiers of Ontario and 
Manitoba quite as firmly and as out­
spokenly as by the Liberal pre­
miers of the other provinces. This 
unstinted laudation of the man who 
demands that one hand over his 
money and ask no questions, is cer­
tainly a trifle novel, even for the 
wonder-working Opposition press.

INVESTIGATING THE BREAK­
DOWN.

Mr. A. F. Dillinger, the expert sent 
out by the Railway Commission, has 
reported on the conditions of the Can 
adian Northern as these relate to the 
ability of the company to carry on 
the business of a railway. His report 
may be fairly summarised as follows :

1— That the company fails to pro­
vide accommodation for receiving and 
loading, and facilities for carrying, 
Unloading and delivering traffic with 
out delay and with due care and dilig 
ence.

2— That the company fails to pro­
vide the number of cars required 
when and where required, and is un­
able to utilize those it has to the best 
advantage.

3— That the company is not posses­
sed of the necessary equipment and 
accommodation for handling the traf­
fic likely to be offered during the next 
two years.

The causes of the breakdown in the 
system during the past winter he en­
umerates :—

1— The lack qf motive power and 
cars to move the traffic offering.

2— The need of additional facilities, 
such as round houses and repair or 
machine shops at different points on 
its system properly and expeditiously 
lo care for the same.

3— The severity of the winter. .
4— The want of proper equipment to 

keep the track clear from ice and 
snow.

6—The absence of organization in 
the operation of its system.

Eliminating from these the elements 
due to the unusual severity of the 
winter it is still Mr. Dillinger’s 
opinion apparently that the equip­
ment, facilities and organization of 
the system are not sufficient to pro­
perly handle the traffic during an 
ordinary winter.

this is a severe arraignment and 
yet assuming it to be accurate, it is 
neither an unnatural nor an unprece­
dented condition "of affairs.

The Canadian Northern is yet only- 
in the creative stage. The laying of 
the rails is only the first step in the 
real construction of a new railway, 
ft remains still to .provide stations, 
freight sheds, car shops, round houses 
and all the other facilities incident 
to running trains and handling pas­
sengers and freight, and also to equip 
the road with, the locomotives and cars 
necessary tq handle the traffic. This 
is ordinarily the work of a decade 
and the Canadian northern has beer- 
in operation less than two years. The 
marvel is not that the system broke 
down last winter; only a miracle could 
have prevented it doing so.

The failure of the Canadian North­
ern railway has been due to an ex 
ce si of enterprise rather than to a 
lack of enterprise. It failed because 
it over-reached and undertook to do 
more than it wàs in a position to do. 
Had the company extended their main 
line only as they had been able to 
procure full equipment and establish 
full facilities, Edmonton would not 
have had railway competition yet. 
Had they been lacking in enterprise 
when they had the opportunity to ac­
quire the Regina-Prince Albert line 
an opportunity would have been lost 
to get one of the important roads of 
the West out of the hands of the Can­
adian Pacific railway and to introduce 
competition where the monopoly had 
ruled supreme.

Over-confident mf cm cm cmffwyii 
dsubtless was, the country is better 
off with than without the road, and 
reasonable allowance should be made 
for the difficulties of transmuting a 
string of hastily-lain rails into a fully 
equipped and organized railway sys­
tem. The more so that the order 
books "Show the company are making a 
laudable effort to procure equipment

From the Canadian Northern Mr. 
Dillinger turned his attention to the 
Canadian Pacific and it is to be hop 
ed and expected that he will devote 
the same close scrutiny to the condi­
tions of that road as he did to the 
former.

The quality of service rendered by 
the Canadian Pacifié railway indi­
cates that there is ample room for an 
investigation. During the past winter 
the breakdown on some of the shorter 
branches was quite as- decisive as on 
the main line of the Canadian North­
ern, and the general character of the 
service during the past decade indi­
cates either that the road has been 
under-equipped or that the manage­
ment liave not been working qvertime 
to accommodate their patrons.

For the delay in freight* 1 2, Vhich was 
the normal characteristic of that road 
until its competitor reached Edmon­
ton; for the car shortage which tied 
up the coal mines last winter when 
the people of Saskatchewan were 
practically without fuel; and for the 
complete blockade of its shorter 
branches six months ago, the Can­
adian Pacific has not the excuse of 
the Canadian Northern. It has been 
in operation for more than twenty 
years and has been’ a great money 
maker for the greater portion of that 
time. The company has therefore had 
every opportunity to accumulate 
ample locomotive power and rolling 
stock, and to establish all necesi vy 
facilities and accommodation for 
handling its traffic. For the- past de 
cade it has had nothing to do but to 
keep abreast of the country, and 
there are some pretty good reasons 
for believing that it has not even done 
this. These are matters on which the 
inquiries of Mr. Dillinger should 
throw light.

AM IMPORTANT CONVENTION.
The irrigation convention, which 

opened in Calgary yesterday was an 
event of more than usual importance 
to Alberta and Saskatchewan. It is 
to be hoped that from the delibera­
tions much good may result. The 
purposes of the convention as an 
nounced were;—.. ,

The preservation of the timber on 
watersheds adapted to irrigation pur­
poses in order to protect and conserve 
the flow of water which will other­
wise be in danger of running short at 
the seasons when it is most required.

The guaging of streams suitable for 
irrigation and the location and sur­
vey of sites suitable for reservoirs.

A thorough system of investigation 
under artificial watering and the dis 
semination of useful information, bear­
ing on the subject.

Experimental work by governments 
to determine the “duty of water,” or 
the amount required for the irrigation 
of a defined area with a view to fixing 
the same, by law.

Such amendments to the existing

laws relating to the use of water for 
irrigation as may be found necessary.

The perpetuation of the convention 
as an annual institution and its or­
ganization on a permanent basis. 
i HORSE BEATING.

Recorder Dupis, of Montreal, decid­
ed recently that because it is some­
times stipulated that a man be flog­
ged until blood is drawn, thereiore 
a horse may be flogged to the same 
degree without fear of the law. This 
may be. good law, but it is m-ighty 
bad logic. A man is not ordered to 
be flogged unless he deserves to be 
half killed ; a horse, in seven cases 
out of ten, is whipped simply because 
it is tired or overloaded, in two m-ore 
cases because it is lazy or ner­
vous, and in the other usually be­
cause the driver is balky. None of 
these are criminal offences—in the 
horse. Yet the decision of Recorder 
Dupuis would permit an inhuman 
brute to belabor a horse for any

cause and to any degree, so long as 
he did not happen to cut the skin 
sufficiently to cause blood to flow. 
This may be the literal stipulation 
of the written law; it certainly never 
was the purpose of any civilized law­
maker. 1

ANOTHER POINT.
Incidentally the Beef Commission 

might determine why it is that the 
purchaser of meat from a butcher 
shop rarely knows either how much 
he gets or how much per pound he 
pays for it. The ordinary legend which 
adorns a butcher’s bill runs about 
this way :—

Beef.. .1 .......................... 60c
The purchaser has no more idea 

than the man in the moon whether 
he got three pounds or five, or whe­
ther the price paid was 20 cents or 
12 cents. There is a wide open op­
portunity in this” system for both 
light weighing and overcharging and 
Inc létail dealers should have no ob­
jection to explaining the matter in 
order to free themselves from the pos­
sibility of suspicion.

THE GOVERNMENT AND THE 
BELL COMPANY.

It was announced recently 
that the negotiations between the 
Provincial Government and the Bell 
Telephone Co. have fallen through 
and that the company declines to sell 
its system to. the government-... The 
only remaining course is to extend the 
government system where business 
warrants and the people desire it, 
without unnecessarily, offending, or 
interfering with the company’s oper­
ations, but neither permitting the 
company to impose unsatisfactory 
conditions upon the people of any 
portion of the province.

‘AFTER THEMI
An Ontario Government official was 

driven out of Northern Ontario by 
mosquitoes. Even the insects have 
joined the secessionists and turned 
their weapons against the oppressors 
of their native land. Their cause is 
worthy, too, for what chance has an 
enterprising mosquito in that coun­
try when the Government won’t build 
roads through it? Though usually of 
rural origin the mosquito hates soli­
tude and loves society. He pines for 
the presence of men, and failing 
humans he consorts with kine and 
other beasts of the field rather than 
pipe his enlivening melody in the 
wilderness. But a bush country with­
out roads is also a country without 
man oi beast. Wherefore the North­
ern Ontario mosquito must either live 
and die in miserable isolation at 
home or travel far abroad to feed on 
the juicy Bostonians summering in 
Muskoka. This is contrary to all the 
doctrines of developing home industry 
and Premier Whitney ought to see it. 
Meantimé the mosquito would be a 
spiritless caitiff if he did not polish 
up his bayonet and go after the im­
pudent servants of the despoilers when 
they come to spy out the land.

ON THE SIDE.
Sir Conan Doyle is about to marry. 

Old Sherlock foiled at last.

Is this a peace conference or merely 
a convention to discover how many 
tilings there are to fight about?

There is no truth in the cruel 
rumor that Colonel Sam Hughes is a 
by-product of that Lindsay counter­
feit plant.

San Francisco has two mayors. One 
issues instructions from the city hall; 
the- other issues pronunciamentos 
from the State prison.

Ontario's Minister of Education 
wnnts a set of schodl books which 
will inculcate loyalty. For distribu­
tion in Northern Ontario, doubtless.

A 450 mile automobile race at 
Dieppe, France, was run at the rate 
of 70.61 miles per hour. Quite appro­
priately, one of the contestants was 
named Szisz.

Toronto Star: “Canada’s popula­
tion is going ahead 188,931 a year. 
“This represents three per cent., a 
“rate of increase on principal thor- 
“oughly approved by the Bankers’ As 
“sociation.”

The Mail and Empire announces 
that the "secessionists" can claim no 
credit for the interest taken in Nor­
thern Ontario by the Provincial gov­
ernment. . Perhaps not, but they car 
claim credit for provoking the talka­
tive expedition which the ministers 
led into that country.

Hon. Frank Cochrane has escaped 
from the New Ontario secessionistr

The Toronto Telegram believes the 
pumpkin crop of Canada exceeds the 
output of poetry. Well, in quality, 
yes.

Premier Roblin will resist to the 
last ditch the sinister attempt of the 

T. P. to approach the sacred pre­
cincts of Dill and Dan.

Calgary Herald : “It is now on the 
“tapis that the Fifteenth Light Horse 

band will play before His Majesty 
the King.” And the selection should 
be the national anthem.

Mr. Bergeron thinks the Opposi­
tion will carry twenty-five seats in 
Quebec at the next election—a pretty 
faiir illustration of how erroneously 
these gentlemen usually think.

A seven year old boy, described as 
Claude Edward Watson Thomas Gib­
son crossed the Atlantic alone by the 
liner Merion. His name was disjoint­
ed and stowed below probably.

The Winnipeg Telegram discourses 
on ‘ legal bedclothes,’ in memory 
doubtless of the wet blanket that 
smothered the criminal actions 
against its honored self and Mr. Geo. 
W. Woods.1

The new general manager of the 
-O.N.R. has the best wishes of scores 
of Edmonton friends. The wishes are 
that he will deserve Our gratitude for 
licking the system into shape before 
the snow flies.

It is claimed the actinic rays in 
sunlight rob people of their inclina­
tion to. work. Now for a sunlight 
filter.

The Knights of Columbus discov­
ered and did considerable exploratory 
work in a place called Calgary this 
week. »

A Calgary gentleman ninety years 
old, hopes to live to see the Conserva­
tive party returned to power. Optim­
ism is the staff of age.

A British vessel was torpedoed and 
sunk to extinguish a fire raging on 
board. Premier Whitney might ad­
opt the hint to quench those fires of 
dissension in Northern Ontario.

There is just about as much danger 
of war between Uncle Sam and the 
Japs as there is of a collision between 
Mars and the earth. This without 
prejudice as to which nation exempli­
fies Mars.

A COMPENDIOUS APOSTROPHE.
(Montreal Herald.)

“It would be idle for me to tell you 
that the past year has been one of 
unexampled prosperity in every 
branch of Canadian industry. You 
all know it. Prosperity confronts you 
on every hand. The artisan, 1 he 
farmer, the manufacturer, the finan­
cier, the professional man, the raril- 
way magnate, all reap their share of 
the bounties of this fair country of 
ours. In this great period of pros­
perity every factory in the country 
is working to full capacity and yet 
orders are being declined every day. 
Canada3 4is growing so fast that the 
output of her factories cannot equal 
the demand, and she has to depend 
on outside sources of supply. Indus, 
tarai expansion has been unable to 
keep pace with the growth in popu­
lation, and the consequent greater de­
mand for goods.

“But the fact remains that the con­
dition of the export trade is far from 
satisfactory, and this is due partly to 
the lack of transportation facilities 
and partly to the stringency of the 
monemaiket, caused by the ty­
ing up of vast sums in enterprises 
which will be non-productive for 
some years, til us lessening the 
amount of capital which can be de­
voted to the expansion of our manu­
facturing industries."

No, dear reader, this it not an ex­
tract from an election address written 
in advance by some aspirant for a 
Liberal nomination. It isn’t part of 
a paean of victory to be chanted at 
Sir Wilfrid Laurier on bis arrival 
at Rimouski. It isn’t an excerpt 
from a First of July oration by the 
leading orator of n youth’s debating 
club.

X

It is—it seems almost a shame to 
say so, witR Sir Charles Tapper on 
his way to the country where ten 
years ago he heard the wail of ruin­
ed industries-—it is an expression of 
opinion by John Firstbrook, presi­
dent, delivered at a meeting of the 
Canadian Manufacturers’ association, 
held in Toronto a couple of days 
ago.

It seems impossible, but there is 
the fact, as undeniable as the con­
ditions described.

A LIVE GOVERNMENT.
(Vermillion Signal.)

The Alberta government has shown 
itself alive to the interests of th 
province and the electorate whir 
placed it in power arid tills suggp 
tion regarding the establishment by 
of a competitive plant to handle meat 
products seems on the face of it s 
good one and worthy of its serious 
consideration. It is felt by the asso­
ciation that there is danger of tin: 
big company being able to fix its own 
price for stock unless the government 
will take this matter up. The press 
of the province ought to urge it upon 
the attention of the cabinet, and 
much urging should not be neces­
sary.

A WIDE-AWAKE DEPARTMENT. 
(Lethbridge Herald.)

The visit of Prof. Campbell, the dry 
farming expert, ought to be worth a 
jot of money tc the farmers in this 
region. It will brace them up and make 
them realize more than ever that the 
farming prospects right here are as good 
as any place on the continent. The 
bright intelligent fariner can make them 
bright intelligent farmer can make a 
fortune here by applying the right me- . 
thods in his operations.

For this visit of Prof. Campbell the 
farmers have to be grateful to the en­
terprising Department of Agricultural 
at Edmonton. It was one of the beat 
moves they ever made to bring such a 
capable and helpful speaker as Prof. 
Campbell into the country.

THE CONSERVATIVE CONVENTION
’ (Vegreville Observer.)

The Alberta Conservatives held a con­
vention at Red Deer recently. Two 
outstanding features, one positive and 
one negative, are the result.

The positive feature is the removal 
of the Conservative headquarters from 
Calgary to Edmonton. Even this mat­
ter, small as it is, makes Calgary get 
warm under the collar.

The negative feature was the lack of 
a resolution of confidence in the Con­
servative opposition in the Legislature. 
Conversely, this omission, whether in­
tentional or otherwise, is tantamount to 
an expression of confidence in the- Ruth­
erford administration. Surely this is 
an anomalous position for a political 
party. But the fact remains that by 
close attention to the affairs of the 
province, the Liberal administration of 
Alberta have cut the ground completely, 
from under the opposition Long may- 
they continue to do so.

PADDLE RIVER 
COUNTRY THRIVES

Bridge Badly Needed—Haying 
Under Way—Sawmill in 

Operation.

Although weather conditions have 
been anything but favorable for show­
ing new arrivals over the farming 
country tributary to Edmonton, this 
week has been a busy one tor the land 
guides working in connection with 
the immigration hall and every one 
of them has had liis- full quota of pas­
sengers on the trips north and west.

Mr. Hogg, ope of the drivers into 
the Paddle River country, returned 
yesterday from a round trip and 
states that between thirty and forty 
landseekers have gone into that sec­
tion in the past five days. A trio of 
the notables who made the trip were 
James Dunkeld, of Dumfries, Scotland 
and William and Benjamin Roberts, 
of Lancashire, England, who ware so 
well pleased with the look of the 
country around Chip Lake that they 
have decided to take up land there.

Emil Cohen, a former resident of 
Johannesburg, Transvaal, who went 
out a few days ago, has also located 
at Chip Lake and taken along with 
him a couple of fellow Germans who 
were at the hall, but undecided where 
to settle. They have taken home­
steads alongside Mr. Cohen and will 
endeavor to induce a number of 
friends in the Fatherland to immi­
grate and take up land in thé same 
township.

Talking to a Bulletin representative 
yesterday Mr. Hogg said that the 
rush of settlers into the Paddle River 
this season was phenomenal. At this 
time in 1906 there were not more than 
a dozen residents in that territory 
while today the population must be 
over the 400 mark and still they 
come.

A bumper harvest in that section is 
now assured. The hay is ready for 
cutting and now- the weather has tak­
en the right turn the mowers and 
scythes wrill be busy. Grain crops nev­
er looked better. At Sion some of the 
wheat is already in the shot blade and 
a month from now cutting will com­
mence.

Mr. Hogg states the settlers there 
would appreciate it very muclv if the 
Government would proceed to repair 
the bridge that was wrecked on the 
Paddle river in the floods late in 
June, and are hoping Mr. McKenny. 
M.P.P., will impress upon the cabinet 
the necessity of immediately under­
taking the work, and, if possible, 
have some improvements made on the 
roads at the same time. As it stands 
now- the bridge is only safe for light 
vehicles to cross, and when it comes 
to taking a load over, the driver has 
to unload the goods, drive his rig 
across and then carry his freight over 
on hie shoulder and reload. This dif­
ficulty, how-ever, will not be felt so 
badly when the water in the river 
gets down to its usual level.

The sawmill at Lac La Noune will 
he in full operation this week and the 
Dunstable school at'the same place is 
now opeft and is being well attended.

HUNT
With the Camera—Washb 

in “Canada,” on’ Gam| 
too Tame to Kill.

The l'acitie-A retie waters! 
Northern Canada is still a hi 
accessible region, and has mal 
its integrity as a game presd 
the present day. At the tiimj 
Klondike gold rush in x1898 
number of fortune-hunter.- we 
tered over the district, but t.l 
thus!asm for exploration lui| 
orated under the privations 
during the journey to the 
promise, and by the time till 
within a reasonable distanej 
country where there was a cl| 
finding gold, their travels 
fined to the main waterway 
object oi reaching civilizatl 
speedily as possible. So, beyi 
usual signs of defilement \vit!| 
the white man always marks 
vent into ; a primitive eountrj 
harm was done, and the wild r 
escaped molestation almost 

The whole watershed presel 
same general apearance. Ul 
height of about 4,000^feet thJ 
lair growth of -spruce, blae| 
and poplar, with a dense 
growth of stunted birch and 
the, ground is covered wittl 
spongy moss, and thick, here 
ing bashes add to the difficuj 
travel. Above the 4,600 feet 

.rolling plateau is reached, dott| 
clumps of ill-grown spruce in 
spots, and covered with willd 
birch scrub in the swamps.

. gular ranges of mountains, soul 
reaching a height of 8.000 feetf 
sea level, rise out of the plate! 
there are nearly always easy [ 
between the peaks, and the 
can be crossed with pack: hoi| 
any direction.

Feed and Water.
The feeid is, good, and kee| 

nutritioud power till late 
autumn, and a stream of goo<| 
can be found in every valley, 
lakes a?e abundant, and" afford 
breeding place tor a variety 
fowl,

There are no regular humtJ 
habitants of this country, aJ 
though the Indians make anmj 
trapping expeditions to the! 
easily-reached part of the p| 
there are hundreds of square 
country to which neither wThit| 
nor Indian even penetrates.

The game animals of this cl 
are the moose and caribou, w h i] 
to be found everywhere ; the 
tain sheep (of the varieties 
classified by American sciential 
Ovis, Stonii and Fanuini), w-hil 
more local in distribution an<T 
quent particular mountains onll 
the grizzly and black bear, lier] 
which are numerous.

Of the fur-bearing animals, tl 
has the greatest attraction foT 
trapper, and some specially 

„ specimens of "the. silver varietl 
caught in this district every 

Wtilverines and marten are | 
abundant, but a dark skin is 
ceptiofi, and the price realizl 
the Ihdian for an average erf 
marten is not high.

Of the smaller edible animé 
porcupine is very comnion, al 
always be, relied upon for a ii 
times, of emergency. Groundhd 
several of the smaller marmots] 
be found on the bare tops 
mountains, and afford the prl 
food supply of the grizzly i| 
summer tpipnths ; but they- al 
first of all the animals to retl 
their long winter’s sleep, and 
the first wet snow in the mill 
September their shrill whistle] 
more to be beard among the 
rocks.

Too Tame to Kill.
Ptarmigans are literally ini 

sands, and in the autumn gath| 
immense packs among the 
bushes that fringe the small 
but they are so absurdly tan] 
little sport would be found in | 
them. ’

Altogether, it is a land of I 
and, as the Indians are rapiq 
creasing in numbers, and the 
try, with the exception of 
possibilities, has not proved 
economic value for white settl 
t ferns likely fliat this, jpa 
Canada may remain a huge [ 
preserve fo a long time to con 

'The caribou is probably the I 
of all the Canadian animals 
with as a photographie study, | 
count of its great numbers, 
tural fearlessness, and its' prel 
for an open country, which gif 
opportunity for a clear shot wl 
camera. But it must be renl 
ed that, even with the easiest ” 
animals, there-, are sure to-bel 
disappointments in -photograpl 
suits, especially in the long -sa 
misty weather, caused by the 1 
^settling on the elevated platel 
is otien possible to get with» 
rifle range, but quite another I 
to obtain any satisfactory rej 
an Exposed plate or film. 
doubtless, lies the great fascl 
which this form of sport is he 
to have for those big game 
who derive a real satisfactici 
the life among the animals! 
from the rather barbarous t| 
of having killed an animal 
bigger head than the next ma

. Lust of Slaughter Dies.1
As middle age creeps on, tl 

of slaughter becomes satiatgdl 
ough blood has been spilt, an| 
only by laying down the rifle 
camera that, one may- begirl 
again, with zeal, the search foil 
places where wild beasts » ami 
disturbed. In such places, it I 
possible for a man well on ii| 
to experience a few- symptc 
buck fever as lie crawls up I 
camera-range oi a band of anj 

It was In the- middle of Sepl 
when I reached the plateau, vJ 
old Indian and a couple of 
horses. Autumn had fnirly 
and the leaves were off the dad 
trees. Snow had already fallel 
the ground was never bare agail 

. s-eason. At the end of our nl 
stay on the summit the smiwfj 
reached the depth oi a foot, al 
cold was unnaturally -severe td


