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. VERY GOOD REASONS.

Oar town contemporary wiuld bave
its readers believe that THE SiaNaL is &
“‘Ruelite” organ. Our contemporary can
« Poll its readers what it pleases, so far as
we are condernéd. The very heavy
articles of our contemporary have very
little weight, paradoxical as this state-
ment way seem. The Star is snxious to
know our opinion on the Riel question,
mission is to wipe away
ignorance and mental darkness we will
proceed to eniighten our neighber. !

1.  We believe Riel deserved death for
the murder of Scott sume fifteén years

ago. ‘
2. We know that Sir John Macdonaid

K;‘_‘uther way could the Orange Tories be

fpcoibod that he resolved to execute his
whilom political associate and partner
in crime. !
There are a hundred and one—vyes, a
d and oner why we should
not rejoice ‘that ‘& wretched being has
been hanged by the meck until he. was
dead. There have been many judicisl
murders that we can discover when wo
look back in history, and when the
history cf this country is written years
henoce, it will be found that the execution
of Riel is but another added to the black
list of legal crimes. Had Riel never
caused the death of Thomas Scott he
would be alive today, but having been
pardoned for that erime, it should mot
have caused his doom 1n the later trial.
We are tuld by some of our Tory con-
temporaries that the murder of Scott
was not an element in deciding the doom
of Riel. If that be so how came it that
the Oranjye Sentwnel howled for vengeance,
and that the brethrea from one end of
Ontario to the other, with a few sensible
exoeptions clamored for the death of the

th

«. was an accessory after the fact, and by |Metis chief. Never sivos the dsughter

payment of money from the public chest
aided a criminal to go unwhipt of justsce.
3. We know that Sir John Macdonald,

of Herodias claimed the head of the
preacher of the wilderness from Herod,
was a more foul surrender made than

" alter aiding Kiel te esoape, at Peter- | that by Sir John A. Madonald.
. borough looked to heaven with arms

outstretched, and “‘wished to God he
could catch him.”
4 We know that while Riel was yet

If thesw opinions constitutes Tas
SrawaL a traitor to the best interests ofy
the Dominion,the Dominion will have to
stand the prn-':n. The principles of

an escaped felon he was elected Tory Tur Si1GNaL are not like those of the
eandidate for Provencher, and resign- | Star——they can't be changed to suit the

od in behalf of Bir Geo. Cartier—Sir
John's first lieutenant st that timp—
which showed that Sir John was cém-

pounding a felony.
5. We know thét Rial and hiv asso-

- ciates were fully pardoned for their con-

nection with the first Northwest ‘re-

bellion, on the basis of an amnesty pro- iﬂuq&mdmmm

posed by 8ir John in 1871

6. We kmow that there was mal-
administration in the Northwest and
that the halfbreeds and Indians had
grievances, for Sir David lwplm‘uq
‘has been made a scapegost of, and his
suoccessor — Hon. Thes. White — has
publicly stated that henowforth the in:
tevior deparcment ‘‘will be properly at-
tended to.”

7. We know that the petitions regard-
ing haif-bresd grievances were syste-
mdtically pigeon-holed until the rebell-
ion broke out in the Northwest. {

,8. We know that immediately after
the outbreak & OCommimion was

v -breed
: \’ &-mmm Balf-breed . scrips

Bosn ' issued.
why sppoiat commissioners
after blood and iron had been invoked ?
9. Wo know that there was a0 armed

have

ty of our soversign lady the Quesn,”
but that the half-breeds rebelled against
the head of the department of the inte-
rior, and were susoesstul in driviag him
i from office.

10. We know that Riel must have been
insane if he ever thought, with o hand-
ful of half-breeds and some soattersd
bands of Indisns, without munitions of
war, without money, nad without foreign
credit, to establish & free State in the
Northwest. Agaiast these facts all the
so-called ‘‘expert” testimony of the
medical men who pronounced oa his
sanity is of no avail.

11. We know that he was tred for
treason-felony, but was actually convict-
od for murder—without being on trial for
that crime—and that the yerdict was ac-
companied by s strong recommeuda-
tion to mercy.

12. We know that the jury was epe-
cially chosen to try him, end that the
usual ‘‘twelve good men and trus™ were
dispensed with, and six men placed in
the juror’s box to do the work of tweive.
(They wouldn't hang s dog on the ver-
dict of such » jury astywhere ia Ontarie.)

13. We kunow that the opinions of such
eminent constitutional authorities as
Hon. Wm. Macdougsll (s former col-
league of Sir John .Macdonald), Hon.
Peter Mitchell, (also former colleague af
Sir John and at present chief aditor of
C. P. R.'s Montreal organ —the Herald),
Me. Macmaster,” Q. C.; /a present sup-
porter of 8ir John's in the Domimion
Parliament,) and others, are sgaisst the

v logality of the trial, and wo aro ret-gondgrasp of thoedaalias.. /. ...

o ' " w g g

occasion,

Mz. Frawnois, editor of the Woodstock
Times (Tory) spoke at an anti-Scott
meeting at Bl;M»%. and is
reported as follows :

He was to a justioce of the peace in Halton,
day or se ago, who said that there was more
six months, than

Unfortunately Mr. Francis Cidn't re-
member that anterior to May 1lst the
Scott Act had been in force in Halton

Halton, as in Huron, Dominion license
commissioners have ruled the roost. The

iaw was an improvement en its predeces-

is o dead letter. ITf the cunstables were

against murder, srson, theft, etc., would
be of little avail.

Our road commissioners occasionally
wet some little perquisites, but at times
their lot is not a happy one. Persons
whose property adjoins bridges being
buils or repaired often pester those truly
good men until to soothe them the com-
missioners put them off with half pro-
mises—or what seem to the applicsats to
be half promises—of reparation for dam-
ages from the county council. Several
spplications for damages done to property
by the building of Londesboro’ bridge
were read in the council on Tuesday.
Road commissioner Hays, however, car-
ried the war into Africa by saying it was
time the county knew whether or not it
had » right o get damages for any loss
sustained by the county, owing to delays
in hridge work caused by millers backing
water upom them while building the
bridges.
R ——

Grre's first page cartoon of this week
deals Witk Sir John Macdonald's flight
to Bogland.  Sir John is represented as
skurrying along s back lane oa his way
to the steamship, while Quebec stands
in the doot with a pointed revolver, as
though iaviting him to return. Sir
John shouts 'back,. . ‘‘ 'Portant engage-
mout elsewhere ; just thought of it. ”

Tho artist seems ‘to have got a pretty

-
o IS

ke led the French Canadians tu believe
that Riel would not be executed. The
Premier has deceived his French sup-
porters for the second time. He prom-
ised Riel an amnesty in 1870, gave him
$3,000 to flee the country, and then
with impious hypocrisy at Peterboro’
raised his hancs to heaven and said ‘I
wish to God I could eatch him.” The
followimg is an extract from a letter from
Archbishop Tache to 8ir Hector Lange-
vin in 1871, and its words seem like a
prophecy aguin to-day, as indeed it prov-
ed to be when it was made fourteen years
ago :—
‘“Then, as to the promise of amnesty,
which it is ncw pretendsd was uever
made, what annoyance does it not cause
you ! That promise was made, not only
to the delegates but to myself. They
@he ministers) have not the courage to
own their acts for fear of displessing
Uatario. 8 John A. Macdonald for-
gets himself so far as to join in the out-
cry of the violens. What has the Cab-
inet gained by this policy of tergiversa
tion? In Ontario, the guvernment are
it 18 said, io & minority, and I thiok the
Quebec majority would very soon be re-
duced, if we were forced to give publicity
te all the grievances of which we have
to compiain. For my part, and as it is
impossible for me to refrain from saying
what I thiak, I new make to you an
avowal I deeply regret to make :—Two
ears ago &
ve seemed to me a great misfortune
for the Dominion in general, and for
Quebec and Manitoba in i . To-

might not find it & gain.”

TWO LITTLE CONUNDRUMS.
The following political conundrums are
given for the beuefit of our Tory contem-
raries '—

1. fs an important question like the

general election, and before the new
house meets?

2. Why do we pay High Commission-
er Tupper $10,000 a year, and furnish
him with a §40,000 , and spend
thousands of dollars y in wsaintain-
ing his London establishment, if he is
not equal to the work ?

The Christmas holidays are coming,

leader.
Tun boasted British aystem of con-

tem of preparing voters’ lists, snd hold-

yot devised. When the Dominion Gov-

s backward move. -

It surely must be that the reporter of
the Star was stricken with pea paralysis
st Smith’s Hill last week, as no report
of the many partizan speeches at the
Tory coavention are given 1in the
columns of the West street organ. Or
was it a dumb al.. w—a political panto-
mine ?—or were the speeches too rabid
for publication? We know that there
were men there who were full of ‘‘Rielite”
indignation, and who had to let out or
burst. Where is the record of their
burning eloquence ? We see that Mr.
James Mitchell, of the Star, was sp-
pointed secretary. Surely he has not had
an attack of sorivener’s palsy ¥ Or per-
haps the proceedings were ‘‘not neces-
sarily for publication, but as a guaran-
tee of good faith.”

How, H. G. Jovy, the fortaer leader
of the Liberals in Quebec, has resigned
his seat in Lotbiniere, as he believes be
disagrees with his constituents on the
question of the Fretich Natiosal party.
We honor Mr. Joly for his honest and
conscientious stand. Now let the French
Canadian Tory Ministers who are not in
sympathy with their constituents on the
same quastion resiga too. Mr. Joly is
not & Tory now. Heis the same patriotic
man that he was when he assumed the
provincial promiership undee mnoble old
Latellier,

as chairman of the license commission of
Huron, endeavor to see that the law is
enforced. By his actions, since fe
assumed the. position wntil his publie
exhibition of hostility to the Act on
Tharsday, hehas said or done notRing te
show that he is in harmony with the
Act. His every act and every word has
shown his hostility to the carrying out
of the law. If Judge Doyle was as mach
opposed to the carrying out of the laws
sgainst burglary, arson and theft, as he
is to the enforcement of the Socott Act,
he would get his present large salary for
doing very little work. His remarks on
Thursday were of » highly psrtizan na-
ture, and the manner in which he threw
out innuendo and vituperation against
the temperance party in gemeral and
Rev. T. M. Campbell in particular,
does not reflect eredit on him. Judge
Doyle was on the oecasion judge, jury and
advocate for the defence, and he worked
s if a large fve was involved in the
result. When Rev. T. M. Campbell
aluded to the manner in which associate
commissioner Kelly had burked the mo-
tion of the council, Mr. Doyle called
him to order and stigmatized him sever-
al times as & ‘‘slanderer.” Mr. Camp-
bell wasnota “‘slanderer,” and Mg. Doyle

faith 1—you are not a county councillor.”

about the matter than Mr. Campbell—
he was not a county councillor either ?
And yet he had the hardihood to call a
gountleman with as good powers of obser-
vation, as therough an education, as

on's jumior judge ‘s - slanderer,”
snd dared to lecture him wupon his
duty as a clergyman, Mr. Doyle
forgot that he was not on the bench—
that for the ocoasion he was oanly licence
commissioner Doyle—unot Judge Doyle ;
he forget that it was hisduty to listen
to the statements brought forward in a
calm manner ; he forgot that not one of

for three years, and having been voted | %04 our Tory friends can work out 20lu- | he gentlemen who formed the memorial
upon a second time, had been sustained. hc"_' to theee two questions during the | sommittee was his inferior in any quality wolk;
During the previous three years the Act |festive season. There has been no exu- | 4y gocident of political preferment ;
was under the supervision of local license | Perance of joy on the part of the Tories ' 4.4 being forgetful, he tried to ride the s de
inspectors, but since the 1st of May, in | °¥*F the hurried departure of their high horse and champion the whisky| gy, sayings of the Brethven—Wise and | % satisfy its demand for vengance that

intarest.
We have nothing to sy against Mr.

consequence is that things have been for | qucting parlismentary elections is not | Doyle in his capacity of junior judge of
the past six months as Mr. Francis re- | worth copying. Our plan of simultaneous | this county, but we think if he had the
presonted. A similar state of things has | glections is much shead of the slow and | spirit of common decency he would either
to pome extent existed in Huron, but 88| yncertain mode that prevails in England, [resign his position as license commission-
we kaow the cause we have to grin and | The ““revising barrister” ides (amended | er or act differently. We all know that
bear it antil such time as the present|;, suit party exigencies) is borrowed [ if he is not pecuainrly interested in the | Macdonald ‘‘having mu.od the Lower
officials ars replaced. Because unfaith-|from British practics, but it is no more | hotel business of the Park House,

ful publio servants fail to enforce laws | i aocordance with our Canadian views |certainly is fraternally affected in the
does not necessarily make the laws bad. of fair play and advaucemeat than is the | matter, and such being the case, a more| ped upon the discarded
Halton showed, on the vote teo m‘, by idea of bﬂn‘h( on the M‘h oonsti- M’ mannet of acting, and a
an increased majority, that during the tuencies one day and the cities and coun- | Rreater anxiety to carry out ths law
first fow years, with efficient officers, the | tigg on other days. The Ontario sys- [should be ebservable'in him.

he

With a license commission composed

L] sor ; now with unfaithtul oficers the law ing elections simultanieously is the best | of a chairman who has a brother licensed

under him, another member who has a

terested in the hotel business, it is easy

been put forth by the commission to
hinder the law falling inte disrepute.

Gaear Britary and Ireland are in
the throes of a general election. The
olections have been bresking out in
spots doring the past week, and will
continue until about the middle of the
presen) month. As a result, onlookers
are in a state of uncertainty as to tho re-
salt. A sufficient number of elections
have been held, however, to warrant the
conolusion that Parnell and his follow-
ing will occupy comsiderable power in
the next parliament, as the Liberals and
Tories are likely to be pretty evenly
balanced. Parnell evidently had this
result in his mind when he, in his
ante-election manifesto, enjoined upon
Irish voters scattered throughout the
United Kingdom to vote for Tory can-
didates in all elections where national-
ists were not in the field. It is, how-
ever, amerted that a compact has been
entered into between Gladstone and
Salisbury to mullify the influence of
Parnell, by the adoption of a common
policy regarding Ipeland, in which event
the usefulness of the natiohalists, us a
party of obstruction will be gone. The
next' Imperal Parliament, from - pres-
ent indications, promises to be a collec.
tion of mixed pickles,

to understand that mo great effort has|

Parnellites, 54.

Mz. Tarre, M.P., writes a vigorous
letter to the Toronto Mail ] defenee of
the desertion of Sir John by the Bleus,
The letter 18 calmly, even judicially,
written, and takes the impregnable
ground that the Bleus have a perfect
right to vote as they think, and that
there is no more danger of French dom-
ination if they reject SBir John as & leader
than if they support him.

Tre London Advertiser describes the
situation accurately when it says i—
““Here is the point in & nutshell: The
Liberal party of Chnads oppose and
always opposed the Government ' of
Sir John Macdonald. If a section
of the House that formerly supported
the Government choose to renounce
their allegiance, that is their lJookaut.
The Liberal garty does not change its
ground. It still opposes the Govern-
ment.”

Taz Tory organs. headed by the Mail,
are doing their best to stir up religious
strife and race feeling il Ontario. Long
articles with sensational headlines are
being inserted, the objeot of which is to
array all the other provinces againat

of ministry would | kpew it, but to shicld warden Kelly, the | Quebec. Sir John A, Macdonald, having

day I ask myself what we should lose |Mr. Campbell, ‘“How do you knowla terrible mistalse in fsnning sectional,
by it, and whether on the coutrary, we |that Mr. Kelly did not act in good[sectarian and rdoe prejudices in the

absence of the fugitive ohisttian. The

view of the situation and says :—

*“We beg of the esteemed Mail to talm
its powerful mind. There is no im-
mediate danger of eivil war. It is just

possible for the Tory organ to carry its
anti-French threats so far that when the

fisherios or reciprocity likely to be taken |, yng » judgment, and as sterling| prodigals return, as they afe sure to do
up by sny Governmont in the midst of a integrity as that possessed by Haur- after a few meals of husks, the able

editor of the Mail may be made to look
80 foulish at the love feast as to Le
mistaken for the fattened calf.”

* CROWDED OUT.

Owing to the protracted length of the
discussion before the two license com-
missioners yesterday, and the fact that
we went to press but a few hours later,
the report will mot sppear until mext

CONTEMPORARY OPINIONS.

Sinerwise —Piaced on Recerd.

PHENOMENAL HINDSIGHT.
The Gaderich Star says :—*‘We admit
it—8ir John Macdonald has goné to
England.”
A DROP TOO MUCH.
Taz Toronto World says that Sir John

Canadian lod-:: for all it wortli he flings
it away.” conteém orgets ¢
add th’u Sir John lnd':::l?m. c’q:

- _{};mul and|fell
upon e pavement. ttawa Nree
¥

HR'D BEEN THERR BEFORE
The Ottawa Cifizen and other™
are reminding the French
that Riel did not amount t» much 8s a
patriot because he offered to well out to

a8 dersliot of duty as the license inspec- | qrament changed that mode for the re- |son » useless inspector, and a third mem« | the Canadian Government. Certainl
tors of Haltn and Huron, the lews! vising barrister a=d his methods, it was | ber who was and is, we ucderstand, in-

that was no credit to Riel, but after
where did he get the idea that euch'an
offer would be acoepted unless it were
from his previous experience with ‘I-
wish-to«God-I-could-catch-him Tomor-
row,’ the demi god of the corruptionists?
—{Betleville Outario. |
SNORED AWAY THE PRACE OF CANADA.
Mr. Royal, M P., mays that he was
chosen to lay the petitions of the half-
breeds, praying for a settiement of their
claims, before the Minister of the Inter
ior. While he was explsining the mat-
ter, Sir D.‘vul n‘;nl bl‘al)k in hiichit aud
went comfortably to sleep. r. Royal
left him snoring, and he slept until he
was awakened by the sounds of the strife
in the Northwest. ‘‘Oervantes laughed
Spain's chivalry away,” and it will now
go on record that the good Sir Knight
David snored away the peace of Cansada.
~—{Toronto News.

AM, MR. DAVIN,
Mr. Nicholas Flood Davia, asa jus-
tice of the peace, tel od all over
the country that *‘mot a was im-
omrrlhromovd" from the head of
Riel e last number of the KRegina
Leader, edited and owned by Me, Nich-
olas Flood Davin, contains the follow-
ing ;

“Some present wore a careless,
thoughtless smile as they removed locks
;:o hair from the dn‘{ maun's (Riel's)

w."

the Northweat resulted in the conver-
:‘inn of Mr. Davin to Mr, White's pecul-

r views regarding ‘‘party exigencies?’
—{London Advertiser.

TAR OTHERS PAID THEIR WAY.

The Toronto Globe aa;
servative papers oon
session of

Has the visit of Mr. Thos. White to

:—*“The Con-
that at the next
arliament Hon.Thomas White
will have an advantageover his opponerts

Cartwright, Mr. M. C. Cameron, M.P.,
and many other members of the O i-
tion have not only visited the Nonmt
fmquently, but have made a special study
of its peeds, and have for years been ‘its
champions in the House of Commons.
Had their advice been taken there would
have been no rebellion, and Mr. White
would have found the opening of his
Ministerial career beset with few of ths
difficulties which now engage his atten-
tion.”
TITLES DON'T COVER CRIME,

The Toronto Mail reprovés the Times
for calling the Premier of Canada Mac-
donald wmthout the 8ir John. Our Tory
contemporary is too tender. The Gov-
ernor General signs his namo ‘“‘Lans-
downe ;' the Liberal leader in England
is genonlli spoken of as “‘Gladstone,”
people talk about ‘‘Beecher's” lecture
with no intention of disrespect, and we
have huld“ - Ourdim Liberals, ofi whose
party fidelity there was no suspicion, say
that “Bhki?' made a great speech. How-
ever, we are always willing to comfort
the afflicted, and we would not willingly
harrow the soyl of the Mail in its dire
distréss. Henseforth we shall & of
Sir John Macdonald’s skeedaddle, Sir
Leonard Tiliey’s dnlﬁie, S‘lf:ol fnnf:x;:g'o
bribery co , Mr, 's n
whiskey, mn:.'o onk’s extras and
Hon. Mr. Pope's railway steal. The Tory
big-wigs are welcome to their full titles ;
it 18 their crimes te which we object.—
[Hamilton Times.

WHY RIEL WAS HANGED,
Sarnia Observer : It must be admitted,

chairman had to lose his temper ana|deceived his French followers, has in-|even by Riel's worst enemsies, that, bad
utter a falsehood. Said Mr. Doyle to|continently fled, but the Mail is making } the crime for whioh he was tried and

cvavicted been his only offence in the
eyes of the people of Canada, he would
never have been called upou to expiate it
on the gallows. Thecircumstances lead-

Well how did Mr. Doyle know any more | Toronto World takes an independent|ing up to the rebellious outbreak of the

Saskatchewan half breeds were such as
to justify to a considerable extent their
ill-advised action, The verdiet of the
jury who tried the accused rebel was
ooupled with a recommendation to mercy.
The crime for which he was convicted
was in every sense a political one, and
although the penalty is desth, the ex
treme sentence of the law has not of late
been visited upon political prison-
eors, either in England er America. All
these reasons would have combined to
shield Riel from the gailows, had it not
heen that during his Red River rule he
shed the bloud of Scott under circum-
stanoes iarly cruel and repulsive.
Though the Queen’s pardon was extend-
ed to him for that wanton crime, and he
was nominally unanewerable for it, prac-
tically it was for the murder of Scott that
he was made to suffer on the scaffold.
The power that forced Sir John Magdon-
ald to carry out the sentence of the court

Scott’s death its rallying cry, and it was
Riel was hanged.

Among the Siain.

One of the most remarkable outcomes
of the general election now in, progress
in Great Britain is the numbed®¢ promi-
nent politicians who have been elected
to stay at home. Theslaughter in many
cases was unexpected. In Portsmouth,
the Quebec of Conservative fortifica-
ti for example, Sir H. Drummond
Wolff, the Salisbury Government's spe-
cial plenipotentisry to Turkey and
Egypt, aad the Hon. T. C. Bruce have
boonnfuu g defeated. Their place is
taken by Sir W. Crossman and Mr. B.
Vanderbyl, and two seats have thus
been wrested fruom the Tories. The
Marquis of Lorne was defeated in Hamp
w.?—- newly formed constftuency.
Rigts Hon. Mr, Childers, who has for
represented Pontefract, a manu-
munng' town in Yorkshire, has also
been given the go-by. S8ir G. R. Sit
well, who cacried gurborough in the
Tory interest in three previous contests,
has to give place to s Liberal. Jacob
Bright and Mr, Plimsol, the feiend of
the sailers, will have to look for new
sosts if they iutend to sit in the com-
iug Parliament, for they, too, are among
the slain that number a Liberal ex-Cban
celloz ‘of the Exchequer and an ex-Post-
master-General. ©)n the othur hand,
there will be many new faces in the
House, which will be one of average
ability, despite the Tory cry that the
average standard of candidates woull be
lowered through the extension of the
suffrage. Among the new men is Prof.
Rosooe, the famous chemist , Gen. Haw-
ley, the leader of the Scotch brigade at
the battle of Tel-el-Kebir ; Capt. Charles
Berosford, the herv of the fizht at
Alexandris and Metemneh ; Sir G. Har-
rison, who received his knighthood be-
cause of his signal success as Lord Pro-
vot of Edinburgh ; Sir J. E. Commereli,
Iaste Admiral of the British floet a% Faii
fax, N. 8., who is now oneof the Liberal
ntatives for Southsmptom ; and
E. B. Russell, editor of the Liverpool
Post, returned by one of the divisions w0
Glasgow — Hamilton Times
e et —

Dr. Holmes, formerly s resideat o!
Rrussels, subscribed $100 towards pay
ing off the indebtedness of the Episcops
church there. He remured from ‘tie
village, the subacription Was not paid
and Holmos refused to ps¥ it.  Fiually
suit was brought azawst him ia the
division court to recover the amount
The ples of defondant was that the sub:
soription  was conditivral on the entire
debt being wiped off, vhidh the ghintiff
denied. Judge Doyle gave his decision

in farhr of defendant

at Regias was that which has mado .
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