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little.though it is only a woman's.”

They walked on mgvﬂwr the girl sup-
porting the frail old creature, and talking
pleasantly as they the
homeward way did not seem so long to
the dressmaker's tired limbs, but she
could not turn the key in the lock, so stiff
and cold were her fingers. The girl did it
{ for bher,
faint as she feared, but she trembled from
head to foot, a tear trickling down the
hollow of her Hunger, fatigue,
and cold were stronger than pride, and she
toldl her bitter . disappointment to the
gentle stranger, to instincts
refusing offered aid. She
had never borrowed before; she would not
begin now. Perhaps 1if she had seen Mrs.
Machell herself it would have been differ-
ent.
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Machell.  The
not very civilly — and tapping at the door,
informed her mistress that a young person
to her, whereupon Murs.
| Machell rustled into the hall, portly
vision in Dblack silk and ivoryhued lace.
Shie was annoyed at being disturbed;
cut Christabel's explanation very short.
«¢ Miss Brown was told that T would pay
her next week,’ . sharply.
she think that T will not keep my
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Christabel became aware of some oné |

looking at lrer over Mrs. Machell's shoul-
der, and canght a glimpse of a dark,
| some face, and her color deepened,
glittering on her lashes. She  did
‘ remain to argue about her own honesty,
but with a swelling heart walked away
l opening the great door, she knew not how,
| and leaving the house. She walked on
very slowly, half crying as she thought of
Miss Brown’s fireless room, and of the
thin, hungry old face. ITow could she
\n-mrn emptyhanded? She the
insult to herself in wondering how she
could assist the poor dressmaker without
wounding her pride. She lieard quick
footsteps following her, and presently the
young gentleman who had heard her styled
a thief was at her elbow, a light overc oat
He was breath-

hand

forgot

above his evening dress.
less with haste.

;¢ I beg your pardon,”
you not the young lady who called about
| Miss Brown's account? llere it is; Mrs.
Machell did not intend to hurt your feel-
ings; she had a he: lrLu he or something:
please don't mind it.’

« Will you tell Mrs. Mac hell that [ am
much obliged to her? said C hristabel, *vit
was very good of you to take the trouble
to come after me with the money : Tassure
you it is sadly wanted.”

«Really? She a little old
with a sharp face, isn’t she? Looks as
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« 1 don't suppose she does,
for this money, would have
without a fragment of food to-morrow.
I never but her
face and her poor little home told me her
history."” -

« It was very kind of you to do so much
| for a stranger,” said Arthur Machell.

e very anxious to prolong the
conversation, but at the end of the square
(Liristabel bade him a decided good night,
and being a gentleman he accepted the
dismissal, going his way to a friend’s
house, while Christabel went hers, hasten-
ing with a lighter heart and heavier purse
to. the reliefiof her garrison.

Meanwhile Mrs. Machell returned to the
examination of her Christmas presents,
displaying them to'her visitor and com-
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«« She rustled from the room, but only a
stick and sume hat brushes lay on the
‘table now: the lace was not on the floor
nor among th(- umbrellas nor enveloped in
her train. It had disappeared and she
felt very angry; it was the most valuable
of her presents and the one she liked best.
Laura come then the
maid, but the lace could not be fou..i.

«That girl must have taken it!" Mrs.
Machell at length exclaimed, * [ knew
she was not honest! "1 felt certain
had only come to steal!”

«You should have her arrested
she has time to dispose of it,”
Laura, and without more reflection Mrs.
Machell gent for a cab intending to drive
to Miss Brown’s and surprise the guilty
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to her assistance,
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advised

pair.

Cabs were rare in that neighborliood.
When the vehicle stopped she began to
\ feel rather afraid and to wish that she had
waited for Arthur’s protection. Summon-
ing all courage went up stairs,
| knoexed at the door with the brass plate
ius small and ‘¢ skimped ™ its owner,
| determined to avenge herself. Christabel
the and the of

her she
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| opened door, sight

she
haughtily, the girl offering
no opposition, thinking indeed that the
rich lady had come to play the part of

Santa’Claus. The fire was burning bright-

puahn-d by

| ly, a “kettle singing on the hob; the deal |

table was strewn with packages, house-
| hold necessaries bought by Christabel, for
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to the other howildered.
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ted.”
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wid perhinps
fiashed.  “* You shuld
substantiate or withdraw the charge
havgmade,” she &aid very quictly. *
gnm‘hnm\\ all T have and thiere
myself to protect mysclf.”

1 owill g've you until to-morrow,™ suil
M!‘s. Machell, * and if by “that'time my
pn)[u'r(\ i 1ot restored you Know what to
expect.

Christaios mg ulu no reply, but, the
lady retire’, sho bit her lip to restrain
tears,

cOItis alginy fault,”
pitifully. Your kindness to me has
brought= trouble on you.  Who'd ex-
pect suchrfion a genteel woman like her

“ ' knew: you would not believe it of
me,” the girl said more cheerfully.
¢ Never mind.
merry stiliy’

Mrs. Muachell

Christabel

My

is onl

as

Miss Brown said,

home in a rather
dubious of mind.. The first thing
she did wis to search carefully for the
missing lace, but to no purpose.

¢ That girl must have taken it,
:lll." she Jecided. ¢ How hardened

drove
iate

after
she
18,
and he a peared, fresh from the frosty
airs *
¢ Wel, mother dear, what is it?"”
“ Did vou really go after that
mukvr"s wirl and give her money ¢
1 reaty did. But how did you know "

dress-

+ [ thii < the question 1s, why did you do |

Dr. Alex. d. Chisholm,

sue h a thiag?”

“Well to tell you the truth, 1 felt
dﬂh amed ‘hat pcuplr in our position ~|mull
hesitate (0 pay what you called *‘the
paltry sum of ten shilings * to those who
had honegtly earned it.  There is no harm
wered: v—-—o_j saloaamlnn sihe old
suul wantld it.’

« I wish you would
judicious kindness she said
“You took no receipt, and they
claiming the money again.”

« Come don’t scold=me, dear; I
your sytipathy and compassion.
been so iaughed at by the Morrisons.
shan't hear the last of this for weeks.”

As he spoke he drew fomething from
his overcoat pocket — the missing handker-
chief.

««[ went out in a tremendous hurry,”
explained, * and catching sight of some-
thing white on the lobby table, thonght it
was my own handkerchicf, and
possession of it.  Little Nclly Morrison,
whilst exploring me in scarch of taffee,
anearthed it, and [ have®een the vietin
of all sorts of suspicions and every
ceription of chaff, Why. mother. what
the matte

Mrs. Machell had crimsoned
forehiead, feeling thoroughly ashamed of
herself, and she faltered out the tale,
pleading o that her suspicions had been
only nictefrd.

Ll ¥ the indirect cause of
Ctron! said  Arthur gravely.
explanation and an apology dre
that voung lady., mother.”

-1 will make it all right once
Christmas is over. [ am dreadfully busy,
“As you know, and after all, no harm
done.’
On the

art of
angrily.
will bhe

learn the

degerve

[ have

is

to her

*An
due to

afternoon of Christmas

Miss Brown and Christabel had

themselves very comfortable, with
on the table, and a certainty of tea
cake in e immediate future.  Christabel
had brought a seasonable number filled
with the most thrilling ghost stories that
ever startled a reader, and these she was

vou !
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‘' ® BRINE'S WOOLLEN MILLS.

Mr. 1. K. MeDonald, Point Tu C. B,

Miss Junet MeDonald, A \'nmlui’

Mr. John MeGrath, Cross Roads, St. Mary's.
Mr. William McKay, Guysboro Intervale.

Mr. Fred McLellan, Linwoo.

Mr. Peter MeLean, River Dennis. C.

Mr. Murdoch M('Luuu l'()ll \Iuh_l.xn .

M Abm. LeBlane, M.P’ , West Arlchat, C. B.

per,

", J. Sears, Lochaber.
‘\h Angus \l(‘\]lllnn Tracadie.
Capt. Neil MeNetl, Ft‘uuz Du Nord, Magd.Island=
Mr. W. M. Strople, Afton.
Mr. M. V. Webl, Harbor au Bouchie.
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' Sugar Cured Hams und Bacon,
Kerosene Oil in Casks and Tins,
Choice Family Lard.
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1892.—Winter Arrangement.~—1893..

N AND AFIER MONDAY, 17"TH OCTO-
( ’ BER, 1892, the trains will run dgily (Sun.
day excepted) as follows: :

WILL LEAVE MULGRAVE

Antigonish, Stellarton, ll.xllh\ St.
John, Quebee, and Montreal, .
WILL ARRIVE AT MULGRAVE
From Montreal, Quebee, St. John, Hali
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BROADFOOT, Butcher:
Opposite Post Oftice
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¢ 1 ain not afraid,” said Christabel, and
she admitfed neither policeman nor ghost,
but Mr. Arthur Machell, who, with a
great deal of confusion,
incidents of the preceding night, begging |
ChristaDel's torgiveness in such a manner
that not éven a hard-hearted person could ‘
have refused it, especially at the scason
of peace and goodwill, }

Arthur had little difticulty
into that humble dwelling;
easy to get away.

If an augel came to Christabel to change |
and transform her life, it came in homely, |
human form, its celestial beautics hidden |
in a halfstarved old woman, to whom ‘
had extended a hand of true kindness,
whose !wt years she brought an abiding |
sunshinu.
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by the <veetness and purity of the girl he
loved.
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Ouu or two Ladies’ Dog Skin Coats, r asonable.

Dn able Fur
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v Fur Boa

Lined Cloaks,

McCURDY & CQ,,

WIEST

Beauties

at reasonable prices

Boas.
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