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THE MINES

New Managers Chosen for
the Le Roi and the
Smelter.

Mr. MacDonald Remains
in Charge of Other
Properties.

A full announcement of a series of

‘hanges in connection with the manage-
ment of ‘the Le Roi, Le Roi No. 2,
Rossland Great Western, and Kootenay
Mining companies and the Northport
Smelting and Refining company has
been made. Mr. Bernard MacDonald
retires from the general management of
the Le Roi, and is succeeded by Mr. J.
H. MacKenzie. Mr. Jules Labarthe is
the new manager of the Northport
smelter. Mr. MacDonald has signed
contracts to remain in Rossland as gen-
eral manager and consulting engineer
of the Le Roi No. 2, Rossland Great
Western and KXootenay Mining com-
panies. Mr. William Thompson has
signed a contract to remain in the  city
as general superintendent of the com-
panies under | the . general management
of Mr. MacDonald. :

The foregoing facts were gsecured by a
representative .. of the Miner in the
course of interviews with R. J. Freche-
ville, who represents the directorate of
the Le Roi and Smelting companies,
and with Mr. MacDonald.

Mr. Frecheville was first seen by the
reporter and the query was made:

“Is it correct that some changes are
on the tapis in connection with the Le
Roi and Northport smelter staffs?”’

“Yes,” was Mr. Frecheville’s re-
sponse, ‘‘the staffs at the Le Roi and
the Northport smelter are being chang-
ed. M:. Bernard MacDonald tendered
his resignation some time ago_ as gen-
eral manager of the Le Roi Mining |
company and the Northport Smelting & |
Refining company. It was accepted, andi
Mr. J. H. MacKenzie, who has been
for some years manager of the Mari-
posa Grant properties in California, has
been appointed general manager to
succeed Mr. MacDonald. Mr. Mac-
Kenzie is a mining engineer and an ex-
pert and mine manager of long ex-
perience in the Western States of
America, where he is very favorably
known. He has an excellent reputa-
tion in London, and is now, as a matter
of fact, in the employ of some of the
leading mining firms in the city of Lon-
don.” .

“Have you read”’ asked the = re-
porter, ‘‘charges by innuendo of irregu-
larities in the management of the Le
Roi and smelter companies?”’

“yes I've seen the article,” replied
Mr. Frecheyille, “and the audit we are
having made of the companies’ books
both ,here and at Northport is about
completed and there is not the slightest
ground for any such innuendo as ap-
peared in the Nelson Tribune.”

“wihat was the audit taken for?’ was
the next question, to which the reply
was: ¥

“This audit was not made with any
idea that any irregularities existed, but
simply because the London auditors did
not understand mine accounts,  and
were unable to properly apportion the
expenditure that has been incurred in
the opening up; development and equip-
ping of the mine and the equipping of
the smelter at Northport. Such an
audit is quite a usual thing and is gone
through with by most large companies
about once a year. I wish again em-
phatically to state that the audit has
revealed no justification for the wery
malicious innuendo against Mr. Mac-
Donald’s management.”

“It would be of interest,” remarked
the newspaper man, “‘to learn what ef-
fect the changes in management will
have as regards the strike, and as to
whether the labor trouble had any part
in bringing about the c¢hange.”

To this Mr. Frechevlle said: “The
labor trouble had absolutely nothing to
do with Mr. MacDoyald’s resignation.
The latter was a matter quite outside of
the strike in every Sense. The new ap-
pointments will in no way change the
policy of the.company with respect to
the strike. This policy was arrived at
by the board in London after most
careful consideration: of the  situation
out here, and the information given by
their friends here has been fully con-
firmed by my own personal observation
in the country.”
. “Who is the Mr. McKeon mentioned
in the Spokesman-Review, and has he
ever been in view as a possible ap-
pointee to the managership?”’ queried
the interviewer.

-¢That is not so,” was the reply. “I
presume that by Mr. McKeon is meant
Mr. A. J. McEwen, who is employed by
my assistant, Captain T. W. Jenkins,
for the crushing, mixing and sacking of
samples. The work of sampling the
mine is being done under the dire(;ti'on
of Captain Jenkins, who is a miming
man of very great experience in the
United States and various parts _of the
world. He has long worked with me
and is very favorably known in London
as a- reliable and trustworthy expert. I

whom he would act as assistant, as_he
justly considers nimself above taking
any such subordinate position.
“ywhat about the changes
smelter?” was asked.

at the

ago,” said Mr. Frecheville, “and I have
appointed Jules Labarthe as his suc-
cessor. Mr, Labarthe has for a long
time been in the employ of the Trail
smelter as draughtsman and mechanical
engineer, and for the last six mon

or so has had complete charge of ‘the
smelting operations there. Before being
engaged at Trail, Mr. Labarthe ha,d
considerable experience of the sme]tlpg
operations in the Utah mining .d'istnct
and had received a careful training in
metallurgy and mechanical engineer-

city?’ questioned the Miner man.

“Y will be here, “was the reply, “until
the néew manager is installed early in
December. As regards the mine, I can
say nothing other than that it will be
worked for all it is worth.”

MR. MacDONALD’'S STATEMENT.

Mr. Bernard MacDonald was then
seen by the reporter as to his plans for
the future. He confirmed what Mr.
Frgcheville had said as to tendering his
resignation as manager of the Le Roi

Refining company and of its having
been accepted, to take effect on the
termination of his annual engagement
with these companies. Mr. MacDonald
stated further that he had signed con-
tracts with the Le Roi No. 2, Rossland
Great Western and Kootenay Mining
companies to act as general manager
and consulting engineer of their opera-
tions here, ‘and that he would reside
where he mnow lives. Mr. William
Thompson will ‘be general superinten-
dent of the mining operations of the
same companies.
The mines under
management under the amended condi-
tions as given above are the Josie and
No. 1 of the Le Roi No. 2 group, the
Nickel Plate of the Rossland Great
Western and the Kootenay of ,the Koot-
enay Mining company. T Josie and
No. 1 are now operating at full blast
and producing their normal tonnage of
ore. The Nickel Plate will be opened
up within the next few days, and ship-
ments from the property bave already
commenced. The announcement as to
the programme in connection with the
Lootenay has mnot been made as yet.

T0 SOPHIE MOUNTAIN

LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED

WAGON ROAD AN IMPOR-
TANT MATTER.

OBJECTIONS TO THE ROUTE COM-
MENDED BY THE ROAD
INSPECTOR.

The matter of the construction of
the Velvet wagon road is one that
should rightly engross the attention

of every citizen of Rossland, for it
is felt that the building of the road
in the right place is essential to the
prosperity of the Golden City insofar
as the trade of the Sophie mountain
smining district is concerned. This dis-
trict is promising; the prediction is
ventured that one day Sophie moun-
tain will rival Red mountain. The
business originating in the section
must go north to Rossland or south
to Washington stale. At present the
state of Washington has an advantage
over Rossland for the reason that the
citizens of the state were enterprising
enough to build a wagon rdad to the
Velvet, over which all the ore that has
been shipped up to the present time
has been taken. If conditions are al-
lowed to exist whereby the business of
the Sophie mountain section has facili-
ties in the shape of a wagon road to
go south it will naturally gravitate
in that direction and ultimately be lost
to Rossland, which for this purpose
represents Canada.

That a wagon road must and will be
built into the Velvet goes without
saying, but the consensus of opinion
is that an error in judgment in regard
to the location of the road will defeat
the very end for which the work is
jntended. That there is danger of this
error being committed at the present
time is the feeling of many citizens,
and excellent grounds are advanced
for this belief.

H. C. Killeen, provincial supervisor
of roads, stated while in the city a few
days since that the survey generally
referred to as the “high line” was tod
costly, and that it would be necessary
if a road was to be constructed o
adopt some other route whereby t
cost could be reduced and brought
within the appropriation of $12,000.
His idea was that the Northport road
could be utilized to a point near Silica,
from where the road would ascend
the hill and cut off two and one-half
miles of heavy rock work that could
only be built at a considerable cost.
From Mr. Killeen’s standpoint = this
idea is reasonable. He is a gavernment
official whose duty it is to make ap-
propriations for roads cover the ground
wherever such a thing is possible. He
is not familiar with the circumstances
that ought to be taken into considera-
tion under special conditions such as
exist in connection with the Velvet
road problem. Mr. Killeen is an ener-
getic official and is working remark-
able jmprovements in connection with
his department. When all the facts are
laid- before him -it is safe to" predict
they will carry the weight necessary
to secure his approval and support
for the amended plan. It is interest-
ing to compare the two routes ad-
vanced whereby ore and supplies can
be transported from and to %the Velvet
mine as the centre of - the Sophie
mountain district.

The oldest route is known ds the
Kirk survey, and embraces the North-
port road to a point below Silica. Mr.
Killeen’s plan is to incorporate the
Northport road in the Velvet road to
a point at or slightly this side of Silica,
then to ascend the hill, joining the
Smith or upper line about the sum_mit
of Ivanhoe ridge. There are two seribus
objections to this route. The first lies
in the incorporation of the Northport
road east of Silica. From Columbia
avenue to Silica there isia descent of
no less than 443 feet. Anyone who has
been over the Rossland-Silica section
of the Northport road must know that
it is eminently unsuitable for any
teaming other than the lightest, and
that the grades at this end of the sec-
tion are excessive in the extreme. The
second objection arises in connection
with the proposed route from Silica
to the summit of Ivanhoe ridge. Thgse
points are distant as the crow flies
one and one-fourth miles, but there is
a difference of altitude of -1447 feet. To
puild an eight per cent road, the least
possible grade when teaming is to be
done, would necessitate three and one-

ing.

“How long will you remain in the

half miles of road, and this would in-

Mining company and the Smelting & |

Mr. MacDonald’s'

|
volve excessive switching. A load of

ore from the Velvet would first have
to reach the summit, this being com-
mon to all surveys, then drop down to
Silica, not less than three and one-

miles, with a continuous grade of not

less than eight per cent; then the ore|

would have to be hauled up 223 feet
within three miles before reaching the
city, where competitive freight rates
would be secured, the desideratum in
transporting the ore. The undesirable
feature attendant upon such a trip will
be realized at a glance.

The second- alternative route is
known as the Smith survey. It is so
pre-eminently superior - from every
point of view to the lower route that
the latter would not be considered for
4 moment were it not that a section of
heavy rock work on the high Hne gives
the low line an advantage of approxi-
mately $10,000 in the cost of construc-
tion. This sum is substantial, and it
i{s natural that the department at first
glance should be glad to find an alter-
native line that would save the extra
outlay. The general opinion of men
who have studied the problem is that
the high line would in the end be
cheaper, for the very good reason that
it would make a road that would com-
mand the business of the section while
the low line would never be utilized
and the money expended in its con-

struction would be as good as wasted.

so far as practical results are concern-
ed.

The whole matter resolves itself into
a question of dollars and cents. If the
country is to get a road that will fill
the bill the appropriation must be en-
larged, and the business element
should take the mnecessary steps to
bring the business side of the question
to the attention of the proper authori-
ties in order that the trade of an im-
portant and growing .section may be
conserved to Canadians instead of
gravitating across the international
boundary line, as will be the case if
reasonable precautions are not taken
to remedy the existing condition of
things.
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THE ROAD COMPLETE

ST. THOMAS MOUNTAIN HIGH-
WAY NOW READY FOR
THE TRAFFIC.

THE HAULING OF ORE ‘WILL
COMMENCE WHEN MORE
SNOW COMES.

The last stroke of work has been
done on the St. Thomas mountain
wagon road, and yesterday the crew
was pulled off the work. During the
day the first four-horse team was driv-
en over the new road, and somewhat
of a record was made. The team start-
ed from the terminal of the road on
the Columbia & Western line and made
the trip up to the camp, a total dis-
tance of seven miles, in two hours.
There the wagon was loaded with 2500
pounds of baggage and several passen-

gers for the run back to the railroad.
Exactly 75 minutes was required to
reach the railroad. These perform-
ances demonstrate that H. C. Killeen,
provincial supervisor of roads, Wwas
quite justified in referring to the road
as a model piece of construction and a
credit to the builders.

The men employed on construction,
together with the contractor, H. W.C.
Jackson, and the superintendent, Sam
W. Hall, all the camp equipage and
plant, came in-on last night’s train
and the camps on the wagon road are
deserted today. ¢
* Snow has fallen to a depth of from-
six inches to a foot-on the upper half
of the road, disappearing as the rail-
road end is approached. It is, however,
but a matter of a few days before
snow ’falls sufficiently deep to afford
first class sleighing over the whole
road, and the shipments of ore will be-
gin to come over the new road as soon
as the sleighing is an accomplished
fact. James Nesbitt, of Gladstone, has
taken the contract to haul the ore dur-
ing the winter from the Cascade and
Bonanza mines, and it was his double
team which made the trip over the
road yesterday. Mr. Nesbitt expressed
himself as delighted with the road, re-
marking that in. all his experience as
a freighter he had never had a better
road to haul over. The first ore to come
down to-the railroad for shipment will
be from the Bonanza dump, after
which the Cascade dumps will ‘be
cleaned up, when regular shipments
from the mines will begin..

The contractor expected Mr. Killeen
to make his final inspection of the road
yesterday, as he had notified him by
letter that everything would be ship-
shape by that time. Since coming to
Rossland Mr. Jackson learned that the
provincial supervisor had been called to
the Boundary. The final inspection
will be made immediately on Mr. Kil-
leen’s return to the district.

VICTORIA’S RAILWAY.

VICTORIA, Nov. 5—(Special.)—Two
hundred tons of 65-pound steel rails
ordeféd by the Terminal railway peo-
ple today ‘wiil be here by Saturday
from Seattle. A cable message WwWas
sent by Captain Mackenzie to England
for the remainder, and they will be
brought over in a sailing ship.

Heavy storms delayed shipping con-
siderably today. Among the steamers
delayed was the R. M. S. Empress of
India, bound for the Orient, which lay
in the roads all day waiting for ‘the
wind to subside. The N. P. R. steam-
ship Queen Adelaide coming from the
Orient is 17 days out and is no doubt
being delayed by- the storm, which is
general along ‘the west ‘coast of the
island. 5

Information was sworn to today
charging D. Falconer, editor of a
weekly paper, with criminal libel. The
information is sworn to by Mayor Hay-
ward, the article complained of charg-
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A DREDGE SCHEME.

Wealthy French Syndicate to Engage
in Mining in B. C. on Large Scale.

Representing an European syndieate
with unlimited resources, having some
of the wealthiest people of France at
its back, George Taunt arrived direct

from London a couple of days ago for
the purpose of investigating the re-
sources of British Columbia in-a min-
ing way and mg,klng g report to the
directors as soon as possible, says the
Victoria Times. He, however, is not
commissioned to do this only, but has
in his hands the business of estab-
lishing a pulp mill for a syndicate of
capitalists of British Columbia.
Speaking of the first mentioned
business this morning, Mr. Taunt
stated that it was his intention of hav-
ing all the properties which the com-
pany owned and which the syndicat?2
intended to, purchase examined, be-
sides getting all papers into legal form.
The syndicate, he states, at present
has properties on the Fraser and
Thompson rivers, besides mines in the
Cariboo and Omineca country. Here-
tofore they have not paid much atten-
tion® to this province, having all they
could do to manage work at other
points, but next year their intention
ig to. devote some time to developing
their property in British Columbia.
In company with Mr. Taunt is an
English engineer, who is now up the
coast inspecting a mining proposition.
On hig return, in about two weeks’
time, both he and Mr. Taunt will
make a tour of the properties of the
Fraser and Thompson, examining and
taking careful note of any indications
of richness. Having satisfiled them-
gelves as to their value they will con-

“tinue their trip to Greenwood and

Rossland, where the syndicate also
owns mines, = Unfortunately it is too
late in the year for a trip into the Om-
ineca country, so that the claims in
that country canot be inspected until
the spring. .
The object of all this preliminary
work is, according to Mr. Taunt, to
decide whether the probable results
would warrant the shipping from
France of dredgers for the working of
the properties on the rivers. ‘
The syndicate spoken of has conduc-
ted mining operations by dredging for
some years in New Zealand. The
dredger which it is proposed fo send
for work in British Columbia will be
one of the most modern type made by
the manufacturers, who-are, it might
be mentioned, none other than ° the
syndicate which intends operating the
dredgers. The machine used in New
Zealand has been greatly improved on
by experts sent to that country to as-

ing the mayor and city officials with
corruption and favoritism.

certain its defects, and it is the im-
proved dredger which will be used in

British Columbia. ;

As soon as Mr. Taunt’s inspection is
completed he will cable to }}eadquar-
ters his report and immediately the
construction, of the number of dredg-
ers required will be proceeded with.
He states that in his. opinion about 10
will be required, two for each of the
five 'river properties. They will be
shipped in sections, having been first
put together and tested. Operations,
he expects, will commenze early next
spring.

In regard to the pulp factory, M,.
Taunt states that he will meet ‘one of
those interested in a few days in Van-
couver, where complete arrangements
will be made. It will be located in the
vicinity of the city of Vancouver. Mr.
Taunt is staying at the Dominion, and
will leave for the old country again
about Christmas, coming back in the
spring and remaining here during the
summer,
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CALIFORNIA'S NEW MINING ERA
e ien
Recent Developments 'Awa.kemn_g In-
terest in Base Metal Propositions.

For nearly half a century, says the
San T'rancisco (_:hr()nicle, California
neglected nearly every mineral re-
source it possessed except gold. It
clung tenaciously te the traditions of

“the days of old, the days of gold—the
days of '49.” Capital sought invest-
ment during this period in few other
than gold-bearing properties. The
base metals were neglected. It was a
foreign corporation that entered one
of our gold-mining counties and de-
monstrated the fact that one _base
metal proposition was worth four
times all the gold mines in the county
combined. Previous to this develop-
ment gold mining was Shasta’s main
industrial resource. It embraced a
long list of small productive proper-
ties, but their joint annual yield
amounted to less than $900,000. The
base metal product of the Mountain
Copper Company raised it to over $5,-
500,000 a year. This year another base
metal mine in the neighborhood has
turned out over ‘a million dollars’
worth of bullion in five months, and
the county’s mineral output promises
to reach, if not exceed, $8,000,000 by the
close of the year.

This is the development in base met-
al working of only one of California’s
smallest counties. It is worth notinrg
that both of these big base metal
mines which have added so much in
so brief a period to the wealth of this
one county. passed through a precar-
jous experience as bearers of precious
metals. The Mountain Copper .mine
was regarded for years as a moder-
ately low-grade gold deposit in rebel-
lious combinations which complicated
the reduction of the ore and deprecia-

| rooms tomorrow evening at

ted its value. The Bully Hill group,
on the other hand, was worked in 1887
for silver. It contained then from $3
to $8 per ton in gold, but silver pre-
dominated, and in 1887 $180,000 silver
bullion metal was extracted as the
result of the year’s work, It was actu-
ally in the market subsequently for
$10,000. Now as a base metal mine it
promises to yield this year t least $2,-
000,000 and possibly more. As a base
metal mining country it is estimated
that Shasta will this year yield about
$8,000,000, nearly ten times what it
yielded as a gold producer, and next
year there 'is good reason to believe
that its mineral output—almost all
base metal—will aggregate $12,000,000.

These developments are awakening
interest in California’s base metal de-
posits. They are today more attract-
ive to foreign investors than any other
class of mining properties. Iron de-
posits which have hitherto escaped
notice are coming prominently to the
front. Enterprises of enormous pro-
portions are being planned for their
utilization. These may, in time, make
California as famous for its iron as it
has been for its gold. It stands in the
front rank of copper-producing states
now. If the promises of the exploré-
tions which are now being made at
different widely separated points in
copper development are fulfilled, it
will move up several points on the
scale of the Unioa’s red-metal produ-
cers in the course of three or four
years.

‘Without, therefore, diminishing its
gold production, Califgrnia  promises
in future to alter the relationship of
that metal to the base metals, and willk
assign to it a secondary place in the
list of mineral productions. A vast
territory < heavily mineralized with
base metals is in a virgin condition.
The prospector has passed by enor-
mous masses of outcroppings hitherto
without giving them a - serious
thought. His mind was bent on the
yellow metal. He never suspected
that these base metal deposits, prop-
erly handled, were of any greater vagl-
ue than any gold mine in the state.
Such is, however, the proven fact, and
it looks as if the future status of Cal-
jfornia as a mineral producer will be
determined more through the working
of these base metal deposits than
through the most thorough exploita-
tion of its gold-bearing quartz ledges.
It does not need a vivid imagination
to conjure up a picture of the effect
of this mew mineral development on
industry and commerce in general.

The regular meeting of the board of
trade will take place  at the board
8 o'clock.
Business of importance is to be
brought before the organization, and.

a full meeting is desired.




