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© The Affumbly feem to forefee, from the fudn
¢ ating Statc of Trade and Commerce in this Province,
¢ depending much on the Increafe and Decreafe of the
¢ Navy and Army, that there is great Reafen to fear or.
¢ liope that theRevenues will decreafe or be much aug-
“ mented ; to prevent or provide againft which they
¢ have offercd fuch Methods as his Majefty’s Council
¢ conceive will not anfwer the End'propofed, as the Se-
¢ curity for theFarmer cannot te cempelled to fulfill the
« Obligation but by 2 Suit in Lawy and byAppeals and
¢ Writs of Error, and by other Protra&ions in the Law,.
¢ a Delay may be caufed that would ruin the Province:
< And fhould the Farmer gain tco much (as the Aflem-
¢ bly call it) we fhould be found to have foid the King’s
¢ Revenue much under its Value, and without his Ma-~.
¢ jefty’s Leave. ' E

¢In order to prevent too great an Importation of
¢ Spirits in one Year, the Aflembly propofe that the
¢ Stock of Spirits in the Province, thall be-taken at the
< Time -when the Farmer is to commence, and alfo at
¢ the End of the Year, but the Perfons to take the Stock
« at thefe Periods, and in what Manner they are to pro- -
¢ ceed, is not mentioned. Now his Majefty’s Council
¢ conccive it a Thing next to an Impoflibility to know
< the exa¢t Quantity of Spirits in the whole Province at
¢ any one precife Day, as for that Purpofe every private
¢ Perfon’s Stock muft or ought to be known; and as it
¢ would require fome Months to effe& that, by the
¢ 'I"ime the Officers had finithed this Bufinefs, there muft
¢ be a confiderable Alteration from the Importation and
* ¢ Confumption ; neither of which his Majefty’s Coun-
¢ cil apprehend, can be afcertained, and the making a
¢ Law to impower a Farmer or hisOfficers, toenter into
s private Houfes to fearch for Liquors, is fuch an In--
¢ fringement upon theLiberty of the Subje&, that they
¢ cannot think the Affembly, upon mature Confidera-
¢ tion, would give their Confent to eftablith .fuch a
4 Grievance by Law.’ '
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