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¢ The liberal man deviseth liberal things ; and by [ allowed to remark that its natural tendency is to dis-
liberal things shall be stand.” solve the unity of affection and design which cver
But God uot only blesses his. people here, for their ought to exist between the Church and minisiry—to
adherance to his precepts, but he will bless them in | render the latter sordid, and the former suspicious.
the world to come. John heard a voice from heaven,| But while we admire the plan of voluntary con-
saying, in reference to the pious dead : ‘ They rest tribution, we must he permitted to observe, that with-
rom their labours, and their works do follow them.” |out a hearty co-operation of the whole church, it
In the day of final retribution, God will say to his peo- | will be comparatively inefficient. Nay more, it will
ple, Come ye blessed of my Father. 1 was hungry, luljiect a few to the pressure of an intolerable burden,
and ye fed me, &c. And to every faithful servaut, |and that few, pracisely those whose liberality and
** Well done, thou good and faithful servant : thou |oonscientiousness prompt themn to inake almost any
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee | sacrifice, rather than be served Ly an unsupported
ruler over many things : enter thou into the joy of thy ministry. It is indisputably owing to a want of this
Lord. universal and hearty co-operation that we are so fre-
20th Nov. 1833, J. B. |quently called to listen to the distressing tale of
Murray Harbour, P, E. I., tninisterial embarrassments and poverty, and tbat
e ————— | 2| ¢VerY relurning confercnce, the ue'(tlioﬁné—“wmz
amount is n m ) the deficiencies of
THE WESLEYAN mount ecessary to uake u}

e e enmennes. | OO the circuits ?’ ineets with an answer which l?()
' frequently tends to sadden the hearts of the faithtul

HALIFAX, JANUARY 28, 1839,

ministers of the cross, 'I'his Inmem'ahle deficiency
surely cannot arise from the general remissness or
SUPPORT OF THE CHRISTIAN MINISTRY. _ unfai{hfnlneu of the ministry. . We have no hesita-
Usper the head of ¢ Correspondence” and Original 2%n it; uy|i|n‘ that tb:. minlim, of the Me.(tl:'on:;:t
Communications” * will be found two articles on the | {-0urch will lose nothing comparison with the
2 druea: . | ministry of any Church on éarth. If a fuithfel dis-

above subject—the last of which invites our utte.nuon charge yof d "{V —an all-abeorbing love to perishin
to the solution of his queries. We have hesitated {gouls—a fearless spirit of sacrifice —and an unparallel-
in doing this, alowe for the purpose of arousing the |ed success in ‘ turning many to righteousncss,” can

: coustitute a claim on the aflection and gratitude of
dormant energies of several of our nunerous and well tho Chueeh, tbeo: is that claim possested by our

qualified Correspondents—we invite them to a reply, | ;i iqiry * And we are not disposed to think that the:
and we content ourselves for the present with the deficiency in question arises from the covetousness or

i . fork Christian Advo- |ingratitude of the Methodist Church, as abody. Wao
fallowiny exiract f;uai il New Hork. Ot ratsher Lelieve that, as a body, the Methodists are a

wale anc SaurIR, .| liberal and genercus people, and sincerely love and

It is one of the pecuharities of Methodism that its|egieqin those who labor among them, and are over
ministry is supported by the voluntary contributions | hem in the Lord. Whence, then, it may be asked,
of the members of.the Church. We rejoice that such | origes the deficiency complained of ?  \We answer,—
is the fact. We think that this mode is much more| From the want of understanding what is duty in this
consonang with the spirit and practice of early Chris- respect ; and from the want of a hearty and general
tianity, athl much better calculated to promote feel- | ¢o.gperation in the performance of that duty. We
ings of affectionte and reciprocal dependance be- | org fully aware that in our Church, as well ns in every
tween the ministry and laity, than a system Qr Comn- | gther, there are those whosc covetousncss lcads them
yulsory taxation. On this foint we recognize the |, grudge what they give, or to withhold altogether.
f"nr-si ted wisdoin of our founder ; and we conceive | Wgq do not write for such. We have no bape that
that i% the establishment of this plan of ministerial | yny argument of ours would soften a heart that can
support hQ h.‘ ueathed to the Church a rystem as |°ok unmovod upon the '“a'eﬂn 1 of the mn'" of (}“.]

ﬂ':c‘i’:m’iu its results, as it is uniting in its character.| wpy, jg spending his strength and life for Ais benefir.
° in the apostolic age there was butone fund forthe( We regard such indurated and contracted souls ns
support of the ministry and the poor members of the | jeprous spots on the fair form of the Church of God ;
CI:J:"::II ; and of this the deacons were the curators | aneg on behalf of a perishing world we rejoice that
aud distributors. It would seem, however, that this| . they are not as other men are.” We believe that
fund was soon appropristed to the relief of the poor | he great mass of the members of our Cburch only

ud the aflicted exclusively ; and that the ministry | need to be fully and kindly informed of their dury,
:vnu supported-solely by the free and gr ateful con-| ¢, perform that duty with promptitude and pleasure.
tributious of those to whom they ministered thewords| [ 000 14 the duty of supporting u Gospel
of eternal life. It does not appear that the ministers ministry, the language of Scripture is clear and ex-
of the Church had then auy regular salary, butre-| Jc i gy ‘Paul, writing to the Corintbians, points
ceived from the Church a supply of their wants, just| "/ o only the duty, but the manner in which it is

s those wants occurred ; and when the poverty of to be performed. * Upon the first day oﬁh'e week,
:DO Church _required the aid of others, that aid was let every one of you Iny by bim in store, as God hath
Thus St. Pavl, when prospered him.” Upon this passage Dr. Clarke re-

iberally afforded. _
{,?'i!{,e:;(lio:i::,umZnﬁom the liberality of the Philip-1 y, Ve Every man was to feel it his duty to succour

i inti s a ¥ sacrifice well pleasing to God.” his brethren in distress. He was to do this according
’?;:ﬁ::er:':‘l.;;’a?ml is the natural result of the Gos- to the ability which God gave h:?. He w.h. :j., do this

el of Christ. The heart becomes expnndedbe':‘ at the conclusion of the week, when he ha c?:"Gu'l.
Do e sy s B S g, by Bl
: i i an i 1] . . -
|mtrunelll}ll|"mm? ':'::::: :h: ;0"‘35 of Satan unto h":..m?:;m-ge thus :—** On the first duy of every
a?ds "10 Tlge ‘,'0"“'""’ system continued in operation week, let each of you lay something Ly itself, suitable

: ; tine
“i!l ::: :.':"l:'::"(;(i’:":::""n’b. pily changed for the is not left to us to do it wheu or how we please ; nor
o

i insi nd [F f i tive. ,

ulsory taxation. ot to insist upoh the |, . optional, but imperative. o
‘l::'.':::;;o"g.g"“ which this change produced, in re::e- As every member of the Church of Christ ia called
dering the mioistry secular and szl WEARY upon to do something for the cause of God, he is nlso
i directed by what rule he ought to act, viz., * A2 God

* We may just observe ""‘o‘;" "'“ m"::.x;c‘d Aath prospered him.” Here, then, is a rule of dut
H our cefres / 3

some weeks prior “'h letter

e

those who have not obtained their regular allownuce -

when, by the influence| =\ gains of the preceding week.” Thus the duty




