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THE LEAGUE OF |
NATIONS
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By John MeGuiny

The great topiec in m,h»lr'ul ciroles, |
business circles, or wherever men
gather is the League of Nations. It
is absorbing the thought of the
common people as well as the diplo- |
mat and scholar, A desire for peace,
lasting peace, is an aftermath of all
wars, The great destruction of life
and property, the untold misery
which follows in its wake has forced
even grim old warriors to proclaim |
that they desired permanpent peace.
The world loves peace, Napoleon, &
prisoner on St. Helena, longed for a
lasting psace, and Christ chose to
be born at a time when the whole
world was ab peace

Now from the people, the
of war, comes an emphatic
that war be ended forever.
are told by some that the League
of Nations will sccomplish t.Le:xr‘
desire. |

History tells ue that in the u.\ub‘
a League of Nations did not achieve ;
its object prevent war. That |
allian the sixteenth century
have be ders of wars, not pre- |
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valuable aid to the
bardy, headed by Pope
whick labored for peace. Guizoh, a
non-Catholic, speaking of the resalts
obtained through the Truce of God,
saye: 'These facte (meaning the |
results accomplished) are so well
known that I am spared the trouble
of entering into details.”

Coming down through the ages |
we filnd the Popes arbitrating |
disputes between nations and pro-
fecting weak mnations from fhe |*®
sfrong. When England, France,
Spain and Germany were disputing |
the hegemony of the world,
Sixtus V had in mind a League of

ations. He would compel the
priuces to arbitrute their quarrels
and disarm. His ¢ prevented
the development of the iden. e
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national Law still
preventing war or er
of war laid down tharein.
League of Princes, }‘mlj: Alliane
Quadruple Alliance an
ancs were all ineti m.“rl to prevent |
war, yet war went on and is etill on.

In 1899 an imposing gathering of
wenty-eix nations met at the Hague
Conference to establish psrmanent |
peace. It was proclaimed to the |
world that with the establishment of
the Hague war wae to end forever.
Through the connivance of Italy and
England the Pope was excluded from
this conference, thus was the pur- |
pose of the Hague in its inception |
nullified by keeping out of it the
most potent agency in the world in |
behalf of universal peace. |

Pope Leo XIII. protested vigorously |
pgainet the act of Italy and England ‘
in attacking the righte and duties |
belonging to the Apostolic Office, It \
i# worthy to note at fitteen yenre |
after Pope l.eo's memorable protest [
the greatest war in the history of the
world broke out among the prineipal
and largest nations that took part in
The Hague Conference ]n
r::mmnhnru] too, that when the \\ ar

yroke out the large nations, knowing
thf great influence of the Papaoy,
pought to win the I"nm of the Pope.
jome, including England, had not
pbeen represented at the Vatican
gince the sixteenth cenfury, now
gent representatives to Rome.
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| recognition of brotherhood, freedom |
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| ancient world
truthe and so they thought slavery
natural
teachings slowly evaporated slavery
| and left men free.

| rejected again.

| nations and between nations

We find no difference,
between the principles composing |
The Hague OConference and the
Lengue of Natione, In faot, in 1915
Epngland became a party to a seor rot |
sgreement supporting Italy in keep
ing the Pope out of the }‘unre
‘nnh rence which automatically

xeluded lmn from the League of
f\.;?lnvu Yet there are some who,
forgetting history for the time being,
would have us believe that demo
cracy has bscome Utopian, and that
| the millenium will be reached
| throt 1gh the Lengue of Nations.

The hearte of men have
changed. Men
envious and lust for power. Wealth
and power have no regard for human
righte which it will always sacrifice
for ite own benefit. In spite of the
principles for which we entered the
War, the Allies agreeing, and the
League of Nations, self-determina-
tion is not yet appliéd to emall
natione.

To those who persist in telling us
tha ¢ League of Nations will pre-
vent war, we reply in the words of
Cardinal Fleury to the Secretary of
the League of Princes: " You must |
firet begin by sending a troop of |
missionaries to prepare the hearts
and minds of the contracting sover-
BIRDE.
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Pagan imperialiem,
pegan greed, a pagan conception of
the use of strength, a pagan practice
of stbjecting men,
dren to the methods and purpozes of
those who hold power, a pagan in
equality in economie life within
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rule social life Christ
being forgotten.

It will be hard to bring nations fo
the praotice of Christ's teachings. It
will be hard for them to throw off
their p'\;‘nn‘bm It will be hard to

rostore the value of manhood in the
mind and henxt of society. But it
must be done.

And Catholics are the ones who
must do i, Christ came to save the
world, and Oatholice are the ones
who are keeping the
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| task, Upon them lies the satety of
| the world
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Pembr ¢ Observer, D« 16

| mention was made of the passing on
| Friday morning at the Mother House
| of the Grey Nuns in Ottawa of Rev,
| Sister St. George, revered in Pem-
| broke and throughout this entire
‘dlutrlct by reason of the long years
| spent and the gervice given in con-
| nection with Pembroke General
Hospital and on behalf of the sick
and suffering who came to the insti-
tutirm for care and treatment during
period of more than three
dwmh €.
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Fein persiets in trying to compel
any settlement by means of apgenssi
nation and violence., The only way
topencethat ie the leaders of the Sinn
Fein shounld recognize these funda-
meutal facte. Their present policy
fe only leading Ireland ever neaver
to ohaos and ruin,

“I deeply regret that you should
close the door to those counsels
of good-will which you invoked nt
the beginning of this correspon.
dence,
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Requiem Mass in the Grey Nune
chapel, while among those in attend-
ance were Father Dowdsll, of
Pembroke, John Ryan, I n
ville, Rev agustine,
mbroke Convent
jister St. Maurice, who for
eight years was ge8s0
Sister St. George in

tawn

P Rev

twenty
iated with
the ho

and

bare
bere.

\TROCITIE
reseen

abov

The

have
flendieh

our liberty and our
your fair words
papers sandwiched
burning of Cork
murder of Canon Magn

in the
batwe

10

in
ana
and
y Crowl
you Al wiegh
Conpstitution

108K \
@ ¢ - y for peace,
adopted

the

the Irish people at the last general | !

eleotion to perform
functions, and
goon become a8 rare in Ireland as in
any of tne m
the world.

its legitimate

st peaceful naticns of
Then arrange the terms
of a treaty of direct negotiations
with the official head
nation—President De Valera., This
the only possible road to that
reconciliation which vitally interests
both nationes.”

To this the Premier replied :

“I had hoped that with moderation
and common eenge on both sides
sht have been possible to re Il(L
pnu standingwhich wouldputastop
to strife in Ireland and pave the way

You now imply
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that in your judgment the only road
to peace the recognition of
Irieh republic and tk negotiation

‘.d a treaty with someone you de-

1 pignate as the official hend and Presi
dent of that republie.

1 I have never failed to make it

| clear that there is no possibility of o
gettlement so long as the Sinn Fein
demands an Irigh republie,
though I am willing to explore every |
avenue toward an honorable, con-
gtitutional settlement, there is no
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the atrocities commiselon is still
taking testimony in Washington.
and Migse MacSwiney equaled,
it they did not surpass, the Mayor of
Balbriggan for incisiveness of
thought and clearness of expression.
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