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give self-government to Ireland with
North East Ulster excluded met with

1me \}

pPropos

definite rejection by
the Irish Party-

the sentiment of

prompt and

John Redmond and
In this they
all Ireland.
Not the
of

They naturally

voiced
Who

Protestants

wants exclusion
who

of

such

compose

2 the population ireland.

regard action
on the part of their co-religionists in
N. E.

desertion

Ulster as a base and cowardly

which must arily

neces
influence in self
If there
slightest sincerity in the clap-trap cry
that

then anything more cowardly, selfish

weaken Protestant
governed Ireland were the

Home Rule means Rome Rule,

and indefensible than the withdrawal
of the Protestant of Ulster
would

counties

be impossible to conceive

Hence it was a natural if an unusual
thing to find Protestant and Catholic
bishops uniting in their recent vigor
hie

ous protest against { partition of

Ireland. No, neither Unionists nor

Home Rulers, neither Protestants
nor Catholics want a divided Ireland
Geographically, ynomically, histor

ically Ireland is one nation. Ethno
no

And

8!'X

logically and religiously she is

more divided than is England.

in any case the exclusion of

Ulster

hypothet

counties leave any such

solved. E

t forw

10logic anc
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problems un lusion pro

posals are not even pu wrd as a

['hey

a surrender to

solution. are a concession or

embittered animosi
Ister

purposes.
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ties, aroused Orange 1 for

in
selfish and
the

ordid political
Irish

principle

But
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gov

questlon remains,

of democratic gelf

rnment holds good. World con-

ditions make it the
tical ideal
his mind from all parts of

the

outstanding poli

of 1e age Driven into

the worla
confesses is the

Prime Minister

imperative of ettlement
of the
with the principles and ideals which

udly

necessity

Irish question in accordance

England 1o professes. I'he

Government George rites to

Redmond

the subject with

Lloyd

A}

John have approached

deey

affalirs

a desire to put

an end to a ite which is

productive of immense evil, not only

to Ireland, but to Great Britain and
the Empire
There the

It is

is no reason to doubt
this

Imperial

sincerity of profession.

British and interests, not
the desire to render justice to Ire-
that
gettlement

British

land, a genuine desire

the of the
Government. Had
such a well-considered proposal been

faith last July the

assure

for on part

present
in

made good

irrevocable advance of the Irish ques ‘

t

iononthe way to permanent solution

For the moral pressure of the civ
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lized world will remain. ‘I'he forces

naking for settlement will become

rresistible. When Solomon ordered
he child to be divided and half given
the the

With

o each of rival claimants,

rue mother was revealed

regard to Ireland the world will not
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that

nent should be revers

Solomon’s judg
ed.

distinet step in advance

e convinced

One has

made by the final repudiation
()f

of

een

yeyond all possibility serious

settl

Ire

revival of any suggestion

nent based on the partition of

clearly indi

Minister v

and., Another 18 very
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ment

responsibility

proposed
Instead of an excuse
responsibility the

a measure taken by the G¢

not
itatively

differ

shifty evasion

Here

itatively

in the matter.

» have sometl author

by the Prime Minister.

for shirking its
convention will be
vernment
" to end
which is productive of immense evil,

but to

put an to a state of atfalrs

Ireland, Great

the

only to
Author
by

to

Britain and Empire.

proposed as uch

the Government this will be seen
the familiar

to

radically from

vdvice which was meant justify
of governmental re

sponsibility

the second alternative les

The

leader

in the Iris

the

which h

first

terms

rejects and accepts

wve nothing

to be desired :

Irish people were prepared to accept |

it.
those for whom Lord Lansdowne
was the spokesman killed once and
all
opportunity.

In the war for the rights of small
nationalities and for democratic self-

with

forever chance of reviving that

Ireland discon-

tented,sullen, resentful because ofthe

government,

denial to her of national rights, and
democratic self-government, England
stands and humiliated

before the world ; the forces on

ghamed
her
side are weakened ; the very cause
for which she fights is imperilled.
Guiltily conscious of all this she has
tried to exculpate herself by weakly
iterating that the fault vith

agree.

i8 Ire

land. Irishmen can not So

the Government of the United King
dom, while assuming all the rights
and powers and prerogatives of gov-
ernment in Ireland, helplessly dis
im all responsibility

The decisive and final rejection of

partial Home Rule based on a

But the shameless bad faith of |

| reached

"“The second alternative, 'The
sembling of a convention of Irishmen
of all parties for the purpose of pro
ducing a scheme of Irish self-govern
ment much to it.
You ask ‘Would it be too to
hope that Irishmen of all creeds and
parties might meet in convention for
the purpose of drafting a constitution

as

has recommend

much

which will &
opposing 8
the unhappy disc
80 long have distracted Ireland
impeded
ment
I'his is the great ideal
it may
tion.
nt
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events, will place no ob the
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will be noted that while he
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tion Redmond leave

sibility for this Govern
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Government.

On the other hand a pre

hea
Convention,
lead

stated

before us,

appropriately
Irish Unionists S

says [rish Unionist) rs in the

House of Commons

they

plainly

tonight that would neither

recommend the proposed convention
to the Ulster council, nox serve on
the convention themselves.

There is nothing
this reactionary
attitude. It will

the solution by still further enlight

discouraging in

and irreconcilable

serve to hasten

ening honest public opinion in

England.
If the
General

report be

Smuts

that
to

correct

has been asked

preside at the convention it is
of the of the
Government and augury of the

success of the Government plan.

sarnest sincerity
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CONSCRIPTION IN CANADA

By the time the RECOrRD will have |

the
announcement that the Government

its readers
has decided on conscription for Can
ada will have carried its momentous
to
a man,

home.

the
will
newer,

Canadian
child in
but

message
Not
broad

every
woman
of Canada
thrilled

more

or
expanse
have been with
deeper and
tion of the
War.
liar but far-off event in world affairs.
It

brought home to us

personal realiza
dread significance of the
It can no longer seem a fami
It is our war, is in every
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dous issues that hang upon its out

sense

tremen

come assume an importance hitherto

but dimly realized. Party politics,

divided Iveland marks a definite and | in the ordinary acceptation of the
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startling |

be eliminated from
At

term, must now

the public life of Canada this

subject i

Canadian conditions

solemn moment anything less will | ago a parliamentary committee of | elements of all belief

Sir. Robert Borden, with full sense

of responsibility, and with intimate
of the has

knowledge gituation

declared

|
|
|

" If the cause for which we fight is
what we believe it to be: if the issues |
have been |
repeatedly declared by all our public |
men and in all the press of Canada, 1
believe that the time has come when
the authority of the State should

to the reinforce
Nnecessary sustain the
gallant men at the have
held the lines for

Wilfrid

immediate

involved are those which

be
invoked provide

to
front
months

ments
who

Sir Laurier, while not

assent to the Prime

Minister’'s propo

[ pledge the

of those who sit

have no 1intent

the great polit

A unanin

method 1 wl
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Crisis there have been ugly

and omir ig racial and

religious dissension in a matter of

supreme importance that should have

deepened the sense of national unity

Last week we interpreted the pro

nouncement, presumably very care

fully considered, of Father Simard
on recruiting in Quebec as indicating
that
loyally accept any plan of compulsory
the

horities of

very clearly Quebec would

military ervice initiated by

lawfully constituted aut

Canada

the great significance of the

pro
nouncement can 1

the

measured

that

only

on assumption the

proposal of the selective draft

had alre

the

ady been gommunicated
to
had received

Whether
feel

Bishops of and

their approval

or not this be so, we may

assured full influence
the cl

ill
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of
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see fit enact. Thus
that
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a danger that
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t which we have frequently

urged on the consideration of
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readers has re nitial

bow on the stage of pra ol
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in vanal
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tive government 1IN prac

tice the theory is found

often

from satisfactory Po

to be

fax itics is the

sclence o government general

interest in politi is the very basis

self-government. Yet we find

where representative government

prevails a waning interest in politics.

I'here is something distasteful, some

thing even disreputable
the

element

assoclated 1n

minds of a large and

the

growing

of population with

politics, politicians and political

methods. We justify the most ghastly
struggle in which mankind was ever
by it
to

democratic

engaged proclaiming that i8

waged safeguard, protect

extend

| representation

| sentation

We now feel convinced that | }

self-government | the

the British House of Commons con

cluded its study of certain subjects

In the matter of proportional repre ‘
this committee composed |
Nationalist

representatives

sentation
of Conservative, Liberal,

and Labor reported
unanimously in favor of proportional |
In the

Home Rule Act provides proportional

Ireland

representation avowedly in
that the 1 of the

should be represented by members of

order

nionists south

their own choice. The principle is

already in force in many countries

h

and in some parts of the Briti

Empire

ly de

Belgium, perhaps the mo
Bant

had

mocratic country in Europe

proporsions representation

before the

In

War

rrance
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ply that

sgingle 1 b conse

uencie
of con

number tituencies

be grouped together in order to g
minorities

full

18 well a8 majorities their
proportionate

Thus, f

share of repre

)r 1nstance in

Toronto a Catholic could be elected

by Catholics without compron

any principle or policy to n
of
The same

the

'l”l!:‘

gal

support either politi
would be t
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1€
groups ighout the country

Labor element would certainly
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b
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n 1n

most armers who

11X
with 11t

represented by larmer

would be represented in pr

portion to their v ng strength

Without at the moment g

the details of the plan, we

urge our readers y make study

the hs

question I'wo montl

Turiff was unacquainted v

subject NOW e 18 an 1nte

advocat
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e of proportional
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anomalies and defects of ot
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Foundations
has proved
a turning

career ol more U
nurtured in
osophy of the 1
Not Mr. Bal

an apologist for Ch

soul the sceptical phil

Victorian age

ed

or en

that 1r ¢can be ca

1stlanity,
clearly-defined

a believer 1n the

larger Christian sens that in

, but
the book referred to he demonstrated

in very clear and concise

terms the
insufliciency of science as a basis for

belief, and recognized in the Chris

|
and | tian revelation, with its doctrine of

Incarnate God, the widest and

on which we profess to believe that ‘ surest foundation for the intell

practical human
At the

institutions are falling into disrepute

liberty

very same time, democratic

and in many cases

So much so

into desuetude. |

that the control of the |
. N . | . N |

machinery of self-government is in | not written for the philosophical or | Poetic

depends. | bility of the world and the unifica

| tion of all human knowledge and

| aspiration.
[

THE " Foundations of Belief " was

many cases abandoned to the least | theological specialist, but for what is
| respectable elements of the commun- | called the general reader, and its aim

ity ; and in others superseded in dis-
gust by

There must be something wrong,
when

" commission

and

‘ wofully at variance.
It

selves what is wrong with

at

not

ideals practice are 8o

is well, therefore, to ask
the

present

our-
re
presentative

system as

constituted ; whether or it can
not be made to work out in harmony
with the principles on which it is
based, and to realize the ideals which

we 80 highly and rightly cherish,

was to show how best

kind into a " comprehensive unity
which shall possess at least a rela
tive and provisional stability.
Having himself been schooled in the
indefinite of
not

be expected to have that firm and

uncertain
Balfour

and tenets

Anglicanism, Mr could
the Christian
is the

unwavering grasp of

revelation which peculiar

| possession of the Catholic, but it was
|

| something to have shown the ground-

‘ might be
government. | drawn together the beliefs of man-. | tain air of mystery grew up about

THI this

course,

of
of

and

CONOLUBIONS remark

able book, have, been

called in question its state

ments scrutinized, as they will
to be both
believers and sceptical philogophers
It

averred

con
tinue

by Christian
necessarily

falls

already
Catholic

a8 we have

of

18 something in a

short
But it
to
the tables
that
illusion,

the
viewpoint

sceptical age have

effectively

turned and

upon science

if

the ¢

shown science itself not a

mere demands

ence of a personal God \

school of scientific men have

to claim for tl
hum

wont el tudie

rel

certitude of knowl

wte  theology

thougl
Henr
capabl

espondents land

VEArs or more On occasion of

he Pre

ample

death of ident Carnot of

France, for ¢ William

Sir
Vernon Harcourt

of

afterwards Duke
d
present Governor Gener

read to the House of (

Devonshire, ar wwher of the

ral of Canada
ommons from
manuscript a carefully prepared and
the

in effect a lugu

long drawn out eulogy of Presi

dent, which was

brious

Mr

sermor During its deliver

Balfour, or the Opposition

benches, was observed making a few

notes, and when Harcourt had done
he arose and from d £
ors general

them slivered a

short, and what his audit

ly regarded a a perfect speech

epitomizing in a few well.chosen
sentences the outstanding qualities

te

of the IFrench statesman

familia
ralled noth

He

was ing

has v

ritten

touched

departments ol sport

pen of seur, and

has made the worl hi

debtor by his Literary Landmarl

l.ondon ndred volumes

iiive papers

recent

caught oux

Book

respectable

made of ¢

up

cocksuredness

no
rnold

that by vas abr

gating his claim as

functions of

that

truth and usur the

ing

the Infinite. Nox he, the

apostle of the genteel, was stepping

that
putting himself
.\1|‘\\.

is ]

down from high pedestal and

on a level with the

prig of all prigs the literary

prig most absurd and con-

temptible, and admirers of Arnold

(and who that loves good literature

can fail to admire him) must lament

so egregious a fall from grace as

this

ANOTHER INSTANCE which occurs
order

the

whose

though of different
the

| person of

to us, a

from preceding, concerns
" Fiona Macleod,’
Celtic folklore

created a sensation a decade or more

studies in

ago. None of the literary arbiters

had ever seen the writer and a cer-

| her on that account. It was con

| jectured in some quarters that the

| name *

| donym, and that no such person

‘ Fiona Macleod " was a pseu-

existed. To dispel this illusion, as it
| was termed, the editor of the Book-
the ' facts.”

said,

| man gave " Fiona
| Macleod,’

Fiona

he "i8 a genuine

| name. is the diminutive of
[
| Fionnaghal, the Gaelic equivalent of

| Flora. Miss Macleod is a native of

It is with peculiar satisfaction, | lessness of the pretension of those | the South Hebrides, where she passed

therefore, that we read the debate on
the subject of proportional represen
the House of
G. Tariff, M. P,,
onticome the
a parliamentary com
and report upon the

tation introduced into
Commons by Mr, J.
the

appointment of

and practical in

mittee to study

‘who are disposed to represent
Science as a land of Goshen, bright
beneath the unclouded splendors of
the midday sun, while Religion lies
beyond wrapped in the impenetrable
of the plague.

The quotation is a good example of

darkness Egyptian

| her early years. She still spends

| part of the year in the Highlands of

|
her
|

native place and of Argyleshire.
For the rest of the time she lives near

| Edinburgh. Sheis still quite young.”

After so positive an assertion the

danger of cocksuredness must have

| stantinople.

|

William Sharp, a year or two later,
that
on in years and of established repu
tation, was than
Macleod

he and none other, a man well

none other Fiona

Wir

18t

Blunt, poet, essay

of

Fenian

and breeder Arab horses, par

ticipated in the movement in

Ireland in the sixt and got into

It w

1

prison for his pains during

that
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that form o
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ymposed
were first written 1 th
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I
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Western
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General
precede

France an early

great
prisonex
Briti

on the

118er
equentl
reached

Dax

Aus

witar

when
from (

barded the
taro, and

1 state thal

Hre

board the Dartmouth one o
four men
three killed. Seven
Seventy two pr
the

boats that

Rt

were reporte missing

were wounded
soners were taken by
Austrians

on | r fishing

were s

SSIA the
modified
Two
democratic Russia
terms

have
the

years

AIN War
been considerablsy

overthrow of the C
ago the mind of
with regard to was
expressed by Gregor Alexinsky in his
book on “"Russia and the Great War

According to Alexine the more
thoughtful portion of the Russian
people does not desire a policy of
conquest. The solution of the prob
lems involved in the termination of
the War, he then foresaw, would be
greatly facilitated by the triuinph of
the revolutionary movement. Be
tween Czardom and the British Gov-
ernment a serious conflict of opinion
might have arisen touching the
possession of Constantinople and
the Dardanelles. As the Russian
revolutionaries have no interest in
demanding military possession of
these gateways between the East
and the West, no conflict of opin
ion between the Russian and
British democracies is likely to arise.
New Russia does not seek the annex
ation of Galicia, Eastern Prussia,
Agia Minor, the Dardanelles or Con
It insists on Belgium
being liberated and indemnified. It
looks for a settlement of the Polish
problem in accordance with Polish
All annexed populations, in
cluding Alsace Lorraine, it claims,
gshould recover the right to dispose
of themselves as they deem most
desirable. What New Russia aims at,
according to Alexinsky, is the victory
of the Allies, which " should be the
victory of national liberty, of the
unity, independence and autonomy

by
ar.

peace

ideas.

n its special bearing on ‘ Mr. Balfour's felicitous gift of ex- | come home to the Bookman editor | of the nations, in the peaceful feder
|
A short time | pression and his grasp of the basic | when it transpired upon the death of | ation of the United States of Europe

and the

Russia

World
by
May

The

means

situation 1n

18 no hopeless

19

Globe

P. O'CONNOR'S
LETTER

ENGLI
TO UNDI

H

-

Cable to
pyright 1917

ipecis the CATHOLIO RECOR

(Cc Central News)

grand council

proportions of

posed D

Indeed, a

been destroyed t

friendly arrang attitude
of the
courses that produce
result, and this
panied by
foulest

conducted 1

government

conclusion, accom
of the

campalgn

a continuance

and worst ever
astute politicians, hae
made it doubtful if in the present
emergency any possible settlement
of the Irish question can be accepted
by the enemies to the Irish
short of an Irish Republic

An Irish Republic may BOImM¢
thing to dream of. It nothing
more. HEvery sane Irishman knows
if he will study the political history
of the world, that to make Ireland
an independent nation, a republic, is
a8 near in point of time and in pos
sibility that the great United
States shall become a monarchy It
have something

)V

party

be

18

as
is impossible. We
alse to strive for
Of course, the leaders of the Irish
party rejected, as they were expected
to reject, the proposals of
Lloyd George. not to be
thought for that they
would them, mnor that
they that they con
stituted an ultimatum on the part of
the British Government We
that, Lloyd George

latest
It
moment

was
a

accept
would believe
know
everybody
will either mend his hand
ing different proposals, ¢
will try to drop all
at dealing with Ireland the
War is over. The first course cer
tainly is not full of promise, especially
a8 the fetters which the Orangemen
have thrown about him preclude him

knows,
by mak
that he
attempts

)X
further

until




