B

9
,,

I d

il

rd,

FEBRUARY 3, 19006,

THE CATHOLIC RECORD.

; y o
CHATS WITH YOUNG MEN.
A lt;rive for Success.
your head cool, your feot
warm, your mind busy. Don't worry
over trifles. Plan your work ahead
and then stick to it, rain or shine.
Don't waste sympathy on yourself, If
you are a gem, s0me oLe will find youn.
The Goad of Nccersity

Keep

Our most useful and suceessful men
of today have been evolved from
the school of want acd stern necessity.
Our great merchants, railroad presi-
dents, university presidents and pro
fe sors, inventors, scientists, manufac
turer:, statesmen—men in every line «f
human activity-—have, for the most
part, been pushed forward by the
zoad of necessity, and led onward by
the desire to make the most of them
solves. A youth born and hred in the
midst of luxary, who has always leaned
upon others, who has never been ob
liged to fight bis way up to his own
1oaf, and who has been coddled from
nis  infancy, rarely develops great
stamina or staying power. He is like
the weak sapling in the forest compared
with the giant oak which has fought
every inch of its way up from the acorn
by struggling with storms wand tem-
pests. Power is the result of force
overcome. The giant is made strong
in wrestling with difficulties. It is im-
possible for one who does not have to
struggle and to fight obstacles to de-
velop fiber or stamina, ** To live
without trial is to die bat half a man."’

-0. 8. M, in Sueccess.

Covenant of Kindness.

Pardon me if I euggest to yon that
you enter into a covenant of kindness
with your soul. Let us resolve that if
we get put out this week by something
said to us or something done we will
not take it out of our wife, shich many
respectable *¢ Christians '’  do. Nor
salze it out of our ehildren. That we will
not be mean enough to take it out of
‘he servantg in our house, who can't
repiy to us : nor out of the clerks in
the office, who are afraid to say auy
{hing lest they lose their sitnation.

Lot us vesolve this week that no
friend shall pass us without a signal of
good will, even though it be across
> street. 1f any one succeeds this
week, tien let us trample under foot
yur envy and our j-alousy and let
us go and tell that man that thisg is one
{ the greatest things we ever heard of;
that they cannot imagine how we have
yeen lifted up by their joy.

Might we not carry the covevant a
little farther and resolve to go into
deeds ? Suppose we determine that
this week every day we shall do some
thing to make this poor world happier ?
Suppose you write a letter when yon
go home to some one you love, bat to
whom you have not written lately? Do
¢t before you go to bed. Let it be a
lotter full of kirdly goesip, telling
what you are about, what you have
been reading, what you have planned,
and saying all sorts of kindly things to
the person, whether it be your mother
in the country or your friend you have
not seen for a long time.

I declare to you that i! the people
who read this should reeolve to-day,
before Almighty God, that they will be
kind this week, and nol unkind, and
put themselves about to keep their
~ovenint, they would lift misery from
many lives, and they and their friends
would come to the clcse of the week in
the joy and peace and love of God.
What you propose to do, do swiftly ;
for as the shadows now are falling, and
the day is coming to its close, soon th»
shadows will be athwart your life and
mine, and your day will be done. We
shall come home in the evening, reder-
ing our account to the Master—Ian
MacLaren.

The 8oul's Sunshine.

The cold, chilling atmosphere which
sometimes pervades a reception or
other social gathering is often entirely
dissipated by the hearty, ringing
laughter of some simple, genuine soul
who is bubbling over with fun. The
atiffness and constraint which a minute
before embarras-ed the whole eompany
are relieved as if by magic.

There is something in genuine, spon-
taneous humor which removes all re-
straint, scatters embarrassment, re

ieves tension aud welds souls together
as no introdnction or conversation can.
It puts the shy at ease, dissipates pre-
judice, gives confidene to the timid,
\nd reassures the shrinking soul. The
cheery smile, or the spontaneons laugh,
awakens sympathy and arouses feelings
of friendliness. It seems to meet all
barriers.

Oh, what riches live in a sunny soul !
What a blessed heritage is a sunny
face, to be able to fling out sunshine
wherever one goes, to be able to seatter
the thadows and to lighten sorrow-
laden hearts, to bave power to send
cheer into despairing sonls through a
gsunny and & radiant beart ! And if,
haply, this heritage i3 combined with a

superb manner and exquisite personal-
ity, no money wealth can ecompare with
its value.

This blessing is not very difi nlt of
acquisition, for a sunny face is but a
reflection of a warm, generous heart.
The sunshioe does nob appear first upon
the face, but in the soul, The glad
smile that makes tho face radiant is bub
a glimpse of the soul’s gunshine.—Sne
©o8s,

Young Man, be Honest
Because you have discovered
tha* there is hypoerisy in this worid,
not become inflated with this
knowledge that youseek to demonstrate

j'un

do [0

the falsity of religion. A day of
reckoning is coming for the hypocrite,
whether ip this world or the next

Rocent developments have shown that
a large proportion of these reckonings
are coming in t wsent world. The
you may know y is hiding be
hind the eloak of religion while he robs
the poor and unforfunate will have his
day of reckoning. The religion is just
a¢ true as ever. It is the ning man
who ie at fault. When you have had a
little more experience, young man, you
will realiza that there is a practical
side of religion, and thab ‘‘ honesby is
the best policy.”’

Be honest !

Bo hcnest with your fellow man !
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will betray a trust, whether the trust
be virtue or monoy, or confidential in-
formation ? If you deceive one, con-
fidence is ruined, The confidence of
your fellows, of the men with whom you
associate and do business, can not be
reckoned in do'lars and cents. Con
fidence of his fellows is part of a man's
capital, no matter what b i usiness
may be. It is worth mouney —a0d more
than woney.

J0 hopest with yourselves ! The
religioa you are taught represents the

highest standard of life., To shows you
the highest standard of manhood.
This shou'd be your standard, It

?huuld be you Porhaps you may err
in minor things but you can not afford
to be mean, or low, or disreputable, or
false to the religion of your mother and
the religion you yourself should sustain.
Examine your conscience. And be
true to yourself !

Bo hovest towards God! Are you 80
puffed up that you think you ean fool
God ? Do you have an idea you can
avoid the confessional, or, going there,
eouceal the truth and deceive the Lord?
Tell the truth,

Be honest !—Intermountain.
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OUR BOYS AND GIRLE.

Things a Girl can do
Bofore a girl is twelve there are
many things she should be able to do.
Can you and do you do them ?
Keep your own room in
order.
Nover let a button stay off twenty-
four hours.
Always know where your things are.
Never fidget or hum so as to disharb
others.
Nover fuss or fret,
Never go about with your shoes un-
buttoned or minus your collar.
Learn to make bread as well as ca¥e.
Soeak elearly so that every one may
uuderstand you.
Learn how to enter and leave a room
and how to ¢lse a door softly.

tasteful

You are Responsible.
If other girls do not care for your
ompanionship, you shon!d not blame
If you are sweot and cheerful
and sympathetie, you will draw hearis
to you as the sun draws the dew. If
you interest yourse If in what is going
on in the world, you will be interest
ing to others. The girl who ¢ ymplains
that she is without friends must hold
herself responsible,
Ta'ks to Boys

A common cause why so many of our
boys go astray is their being so easily
influenced by others. Not only
through bad example are many boys
made to fall, but also through tbe in
flence brought to bear on them by the
deceiving words and sayings of others.
To offset the bad inflaence exerted or
you from that side, I say to you, dear
boys, beware ; listen not t> the words
of everyone who approaches you ; be
not influenced by the sayings of such
as would try to make you give op your
good practices, your childlike faith
your virtue, your innocence
Boys, believe not everything you
hear. The world is full of lars, and
you exme in contact with an immense
number of them, Day after day yon
desl with liars. You must deal with
them. You would have to exclude
yourself from all communication with
people if you would prevent your com
ing in contact with liars. Decoption
on all sides, that is the condition of
the world. To warn you agsinst the
evil influence of those whom we call
liars, I say, believe not everything you
hear.
Bocanss someone has said so, is that
a suffizient reason for believing it ?
Because someone has langhed at a boly
practice of yours, is that a reason for
giving it up ? Believe not everyoue
you come in con'act with. Not every-
body means well to yom ; remember
that. The most sacred things are
scoffed at by rome people. The most
manly qualities are ridiculed by some
ovil meaning fools. The most praise-
worthy acts are made fuu of by light-
headed idiots. Be not .influenced by
them. You love to be & Catholie, to
belleve what the church teaches you,
to go to church, to pray. O'hers will
laugh at you for that, and tell yo1 it
is all nonsense, foclish to do so.
Ought you listen to them and give up
these things, because of their ridicul-
ing words ? [Is that a reason — say, is
it ? Indeed not. Are they good
judges in the matter they are talking
about ? Are they not liable to be in
error about what they are saying?
Do they mean well to you when giving
you such advice 2 Say, boys, do they
—can they mean well ? Are you sure
of it 2 Do they mean well 2 Is it not
possible that perhaps the most malig-
pant intentions prompt their sayings ?
Aro they your friends ? Ah, deir boys,
know your friends ! Rgmember, sach
as act thus to you, are not your friends.
Bolieve them not. Judge for your
golves. Do not saerifice your jodg-
ment to their whims and notions. Are
you suve they are pot prompted by
falso prejndices ? Are you sure they
have sound principles and act accord
ing to them? Be a man, a thinking
man

Boys, swerve not from doing right
on account of the words, the langhter
of others. Be not slaves of human
respect Act w anly : have your own
jndgment, and fear not to act avecrd
Never forget ; you are not
well meaning
men of prineciple, of virtue, of

ing to it.

everywhere d¢ aling wi
people,

sound doetrine, Many of your ac

g, © mpanions, are but the

worldly-minded men, base,

us souls. Iall not into

their snares. yten not to them, Be

ware of them, be not influenced by
them, (Rev.) M. KLASEN.
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E KIND 0 THE BOYS.

Some lads, particalarly if they be-
long to large families, have absolutely
no placo in the homestead—not a corner
of it in which they feel themselves in-
disputably at howe. 1f they make a
little noise, boy-like, the mother ex-
claims: ¢ Stop that outlandish noise.
You know better than to whistle in the
house. You are always in the way. Go

This applies also to woman, What is
more contemptible than a person who

whatever his name may be, will with-
draw, and boy-like, will say nothiog,
but boy-like again, will keep up a big
thinking. Ii we could read his thoughts
it is more than likely they would run
thus:

“Now why can't mother give a
follow a kind word once in a whila?
I don't believe I'm always in the way,
or why doves she call me when sho wants
a pail of water or an armful of wooi1?
Why ain't I i hev road then ? Tt mus?
be a disgrace to be a boy, for she and
sisters are always snubbing me because
I am a boy. I wish I was away from
home then I could have a few minutes
peace.’’ If he goes down town with a
view of inding a place where he is not
in the road, it is very likely that he
will not find the hest company in the
world, and ten chaaces to one, will con
tract vile habits., Mothers and sisters,
treat your boys well, aud you will
never pass slcepless night on their
aceouut.

A MODERN MARTYR.

THE EDIFYING STORY OF THE LIFE AND

DEATH OF A NINETEENTH CENTURY
MARTYR. &
Rev. James A. Walsh, director of

the Society for the Propagation of
the Faith in the Boston archdiocese,
has lately issued a volame of the life
and letters of Theophane Venard, a
young and intrepid missionary who
was ordalned with the late Abbe
Hogan, of Boston, and who laborod
nine years in Ohina and was brutally
beheaded, The story of the young
martyr's life and death is both interest
ing and iospiring, and Father Walsh
has done & service to the reading
public in publishing it in permanent
form.

Theophane Venard was orda‘ned
priest in Paris in May, 1854, While
Father Hogan remained in Paris, where
later, durciog the Communist uprizing
he was imprisoned and barely
escaped massacre, Theophand Venard,
only twenty-three years old at the
time, left F a fow months aiter
his ordination, for Tongnin, ab e
south-east coraer of China, and afte

iCO

nive years was beheaded.
The parting of this young apostle
from his family, his experiences in

Tonquin during a period of relentless
persecution, his privations, capture
and martyrdom are all vividly and
beautifuliy told in the letters which
passed between the young priest and
his family.

The devotion of ths young martyr
to his relatives throwsa light on family |
lfe in France with which
famillar,

This devotion displays itself especi-
ally toward his sister, whom he calls
' part of his very li'e,”” and toward his
younger brother Kusebius, who after-
wards became a priest, and is to day
the venersble Caré of a small parish in
the diocese of Poitiers.

Father Waleh, the editor of this life,
is a personal friend of Father Kusebin®
Venard, and has twice been a guest of
the latter at his presbytery in Awsal,
on which occasions he secured the
photographs which illastrate the work.
The spirit of modern martyrs as
wanifested in this life of Theophane
Venard is difficult for those who love
the comforts of life to appreciate.
These letters read more like a narra-
tive of the early Diocletian psreecu-
tions than llke a record of contempor
ary events. Sarely truth is stranger
than fiction.

Here is a young man who thirsts
not for the apostolate, alone, but mar-
tyrdom. At nine years of age, on the
hillside of his native town, inspired by
the life of another martyr missionary,
he declares his wish : “* And I too,
will go to Tonquin and I, too, will be a
wmartyr.'

Twenty-three years later, a prisoner
writing from his cage in Tonquin on
the eve of his decapitation, he recalled
these prophetic words and glorified in
their approaching fulfillment.

His courage was magnificent. With
the prospect of an awful death facing
him he was even gay, *' as if he were
going to a feast,” his captors remarked.
Offered his release if he wculd abjare
his faith, be silenced his persecutors
cnce for all by his indignant refusal to
consider for a moment such a thought.
The soveral letters which he writes
during his captivity are rich in poetry
and beautiful for the religious senti-
ment which they express. These were
not the outpourings of a fanatic, but
the expressions of a well-balanced faith
in one who has carefully ana logically
reasoned out his duty, fulfilling it to
the end.

The thought dieplayed in some of
theso last letters is nothing short of
sublime. In writing, e. g., to his Bishop
aud lifelong friend, he breaks out into
this prayer: ‘‘When my head falls
urder the axe of the executioner, re-
ceoive it, O luv%m: Joesus, Tmmaculate
Mother, as the bunch of ripe grapes
falls under the scigsors—as the full
blowa rose which has been gathered
in your honor."

Sending his last words of love fto
his sister he says: ‘It is midnight.
Around my wooden cage I see nothing
but banvers and long sabers. In on
coraer of the hall, where my cage 18
placed, a gronp of soldiers are playing

few are

speocial dress for the day of his nuptials
a garment of white cotten covered with
a long robe of black silk.

Having put it on he calmly appeared
before the mandarins ; and when the
sontence f death had been pronounced
he took v his parable and made & listle
speech,

This was a formal declaration that he
had gone to Tonquin only to teach the
true religion and tha’ he was going to
die for the same cause.

io ended by saying to his judgee:
“Oune day we shall meet : t the
tribunal of God,”” The mandarin of
justice arose hastily and exclaimed: *' I
will have no insolence."

The convoy was ordered to starl at
on It, was eomposed of two elephants
aud two hundred soldiers, commanded

by a lieutenant colonel, HFather Ven
wrd began to sing Latin psalms and
hymos as the procession lefs the town,

I'he place of the ex tion was about
half an hour from the mandarin’s house,
and when they had arrived, the soldiers
formed a great circle to keep back the
crowd, which was enormous. They
took cff his chain and with a hammer
loosened the nails which fastened the
ring about his neck and ankles. Then
the soldiers puthed all outside the
cirele,

The executioner was a hideous hunch-
wio had already decapitated four
ts of the 25th of March, 1867, and
had begged to be allowed to perform
this horrible office that he might have
the martyr's clothes, lle began by
asking as of an ordinary criminal what
he would give to be executed promptly
and well,

Feast of the Virgin Mary, how she was
conceived without original sin, * * %
We believe jastly and happily that it
(Mary's conception) oceurred withount
original sin, * * * At the frst
moment, when she began to live she
was sinloss and adorned with God's
grace, full of grace; and this iy not un
beoming, * * * This is implied in
the words spoken to her by the angel :
‘Blassed art thou amongst womoan. ' For
she could not have been addressed
‘Blessod art thou' if she had lain under
the malediction. Again, it was righ

and befitting that she should be pre

sorved withont sin from om Cheis
wae to take the flesh that was to over
come all sins For that properly
blessed which is adorned with graze,
i, @., what is without sin, Many others
have written much about this, and have

pointed out beautiful reasous, which
are too leng hy to be enumerated here.”

These sentiments penned by
Luther ten years after his apostacy
from the church, at the time of Lis most
active campaign against her.

weare
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Let us take for our daily praetise in
the ensuing year, union with God; ani,
a3 our subjsct for onr particular
| examen, the presenca of God. Thou,
{ O God, sees’ us. Make us very faith-
ful and eareful in all our duatics, doing
then carnestly and gladly, all for
Thee.

Beeswax Candles for Candlemas
day for sale at the Catholic kecord,
London, Canada.
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I'he

The answer he received was:

longer it las’s the better it will be.”
Sesing that Father Venard's clothe
were new and clean, his whole anxiely

3 to get them without any stains of
blood. The missionary took off his

except his trousers. Ilis elbows
were then tightly tied behiad his ¢
f him to hold up his head fo

ul stroke,
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LOSS AND GAIN IN FRANCE.
A\TION BROUGHT BEY THE BEPARA
IION LAW IS NOT ALL GLOOM

London Catholic Times
iile the government oflicials are
busy making their inventory of the

the situation opened up by the
wration law, It brings them sone
The Bishops will now lLe ap

ted by the Pope alone; an enor

; gain, And the Bis! will be
{ree to leave France without the gov
t's permission, They will b

to publish their pastorale and de
3 at will ; to hold synods, avd to
:1 beyond the limits of thelr dio-
cese at pleasure. They will become
froe men, in a word, And that is no
small g-in, for they will thus be in a
position to suparvise and advanca the
interests of the church.

But on the other side, they will be

abie

(
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poor. Aund poor, too, will be their
clergy. Nor is it likely thabt the gov

ermment will allow the separaton law
$0 to work ite effects as that the chorch
and the priests may derive much beue-
fit from it. The local associations will
pot be permitted to become too active,
and there are ominous threats that the
prisste are to be deprived of their
rights of citlzonship. Already it is
being suggeated in anti clerlcal circles
that the priests shall not be ailowed
either to vote or to teach. Oa the
ground that they are subjected to obedi-
ence to what the Freemasons are pleased
to eall & foreign power, it is proposed
that the clergy throughout France
shou'd be held incapable of exercising
the franchise. Andfrom many quarters
comes the warning that, if the separ
ation law proves too weak to muzzle
the church, it rigors should be in :reased
and extended,

The great danger is that the church
in France may sink into a slough of
despond and from very hopelessness fall
out of the pations' life. Cramped at
every turn, the clergy may confine
themselves still more within the sac
risty, and g0 ‘grow to be guite isolated
frcm the masses of the people. To pre-
vent this, a number of leading Catholics
have started a weekly newspaper called
the ‘‘ Demain,’’ the aim and objsct of

the policy of the late Pope Leo XIIIL,,
and by rallying to the republic to re
form it. Whether itis not now too late
to sacceed in bringing Krench Cath
olies round to Pope Ls0's advice wmay
be questioned ; but when men like the
Abbe Kiein believe it can be done, the
chances may bo less doubsful than they
look.

to be dealt with, and it will not be de-
pied that it opens a new era for Cathol-
ieism in France. Whether the clergy
receive or rejact the law, the govern-
ment will enforce it.
that the government has behind
strong element of public opinion, there
is littie hope of the clergy obtaining
either reliet or redress. For weal or
woe the situation has to bo faced, and
tho anti elerical majority in Parliament
will not t their work of persecution

thelr work to a successiul conclusion,

ab cards, another group at ¢ draug!

price |

“ At this news, darling sister, you
will shed tears, but they should b
tears of joy. Think of your brother
with the aureole of the martyrs, and
bearizg in his hand the palm of vis
tory. "’

As the reader follows this beautiful
lifo to its close he will not be disap-
pointed ; the courage he is led to ex

away, 81d don't let me see you again to
day."”

Now Jim, John or Pete, or

pect is there in all itastrengbh. Fathor

Venard had prepared for himself @

have the text tam
self took care of the
lection contains a sermon p

the reformer on the ‘' Day of the Con
ception of the Mother of God."”
this is not all; there are
the sermon which not mersly state th
doetrine of the Immaculate Conceptior
but defend it, too,

' | theologians.

ie ecclesiastics may well ponder |

which is to bring Catholies to aceapt Y

At all events, the separation law has i

Aund if it be true
it a

weaken for want of zeaRof hatred.

They mean to ruin the ChuMeh, and un ble d. with all
less Catholies turn thom out at the elec- 1 ! ;;l;‘,_ 'U
tions of 1900, they will strive to bring Co main-

But
passages in

with some of the
arguments used to-day by our Catholic

‘‘We celebrate to-day,”’ he says, ‘‘the '

in a position to

llll‘j,‘,'4'ti:lll,‘ large loans on
| church property at low

‘ rates of i“t('l'LSI. Prompt
gH.
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