1052

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE
AND HomE MAGAZINE.

THE LEADING AGRICULTURAL JOURNAL IN THE
DOMINION.

PUBLISHED WEEKLY BY
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Lnarep)

Two DisTiNcT PUBLICATIONS—EASTERN AND WESTERRN.

EasTterRN OFFICR:
CarLING STREET, LoNDCy, ONT.

WesTerN OFFicR :
imprriAL BARK BLOCK, CORNER BANNAISTYNE AVE. AND MAIN ST,
WINNIPEG, MANTTOBA.

BrancH OFFICE: CaLuARY, ALBERTA, N.-W. T.

Lonpon (EncLAND) OFFicE:
W. W. CHAPMAN, Agent, Mowbray House, Norfolk Street,
London, W. C., England.

JOHN WELD, Maragsr.

s. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE is published every Thursday
(5a issues per year)

It is impartial and independent of all cliques or ies, handsomely
illustrated with original engravings, and i the most
profitable, practical, reliable mformation for farmers, dairymen,

and stockmen, of any publication in Canada.

s. TERMS Oll“rd‘Snl;BSC.ndRIPTION.s—In Canada, lisited States,
Ei 1.50 per year, in advance ; $2.
wm paid in advance. other countries, 12s. o

s ADVERTISING RATES.—Singlé insertion, 20 cents per line,
agate. Contract rates ished on application.

¢ THE ADVOCATE is sent to subscribers until an explicit order is
received for its discontinuance. All payments of arrearages must
be made as required by law.

s THE LAW IS, that all subscribers to nen are held respon-
sible until all arrearages are paid and their paper ordered to be
discontinued.

6 REMITTANCES should be made direct to this office, either by
Money Order or Registered Letter, which will be at our risk.
When made otherwise we wiil not be responsible.

3. THE DATE ON YOUR LABEL shows to what time your

is

ANONYMOUS communications will receive no attention.

LETTERS intended for publication should be writte on one

side of the paper only.

so. CHANGE OF ADDRESS. —Subscribers when ing a change
of address should give the old as well as the new P. O. address.

2. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural topic.
We are always to receive practical articles. For such as
we i valuable we will pay ten cents per inch printed

matter. Criticisms of Articles, Suggestions How to Improve the
ADVOCATE, Descriptions of New Grains, Roots or Vegetables not
ﬂmeﬂ.ﬂy known, Particulars of Experiments Tried, or Improved

ethods of Cultivation, are each and all welcome. Contributions
sent us must not be furnished other papers until after they have
appeared in our columas. Rejected matter will be returned on

. receipt of postage.

ss. ALL COMMUNICATIONS in reference to any matter connected

with this paper should be addressed as below, and not to any
individual connected with the paper.
Address— THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE, or
THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Lmrred),

Loxpon, CanaDa,
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fall pasture for the lambs, it is yet not too late
to prepare a piece of ground and sow the seed.
In a showery season a strong growth of rape may
be secured on land plowed and prepared after
wheat or barley has been harvested, or a piece of
clover stubble land plowed down after haying, and
well worked on the surface, makes a very good
preparation. There is no other forage crop that
will provide so much quick fattening food for
sheep in the fall, and it makes good pasture right
up to the setting in of winter and the fall of
snow. 'The greater part of older Canada is ad-
mirably adapted to sheep-raising. Here all the
most suitable foods are successfully produced, the
climatic conditions are most favorable, ensuring
healthy and vigorous flocks. Fortunately, a con-
siderable proportion of our farmers have had suffi-
cient experience with sheep to enable them to suc-
cessfully handle a flock, and others may learn from
these. The Canadian Northwest, so well adapted
for ranching, is certain to prove a good field for
the sale of pure-bred rams, and will doubtless
share, to no small extent, in the revival and in
benefits of improved prices for mutton and wool.
The whirligig of time brings its victories as well
as its defeats, and sheep are evidently going to
have their innings now.

Pleased with Premiums.

I received the collie pup, and am weil pleased
with him. I am well paid for my trouble in
getting twelve subscribers for the ‘° Farmer’s
Advocate.”’ DUNCAN CAMPBELL.

Yruce, Ont.

Bible all right, and think it a
ANl 0‘\1‘!'»\' SITCECLSS

JOSEPH NELSON.

1 received the
beauty. Wishineg
York, N. B}
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THE FARMERS ADVOCATE.

Camera Competition.

Now that the holiday season is here, cameras
and kodaks are greatly in evidence, and as our
previous compet‘itions in photography have proved
so successful, we have decided to announce an-
other open to all amateurs. Our range
of subjects will be wide, so that competitors may
pursue the special line for which they are par-
ticularly adapted.

Our offer is:

for the best photographs of country homes, home
or garden groups, interior views, field scenes, fruits
or flowers, choice bits of scenery now at their best,
children, animals, and so on.

RULES GUIDING COMPETITORS.

All photographs must be mounted, and prefer-
ence will be given to those not less than 4 x5
inches in size.

They must be clear and distinct.
the awards, consideration will be taken of the
artistic taste displayed in the choice of subjects.

They must reach the office of the ‘‘ Farmer's
Advocate and Home Magazine,”” IL.ondon, Ont,
not later than October 1st, 1904.

The name of competitor, with P. O. address,
must be marked on the back of each photo, as
well as the name and location of the view photo-
graphed.

Any competitor may send in more than one
photograph, but can only obtain one prize.

All photographs competing shall become the
property of the ‘‘ Farmer's Advocate.’’

No photographs from which any engraving has
been made is eligible for competition.

HORSES.
The Irish Horse-breeding Systém.

In the year 1900, the Department of Agriculture and
Technical Instruction for Ireland devised a scheme for
encouraging improvement in the breeds of live stock,
particularly of horses and cattle, in that country. An
outline of the Irish system may be of interest -o Cana-
dian horsemen, who have for some time been discussing
the problem of obtaining for service throughout the
country a sufficient number of sound, well-bred stal-
lions of the most profitable types.

GENERAU OBJECTS.—In formulating their live-
stock schemes, the Department’s main object was to
promote improvement in the breeds of the country by
encouraging private enterprise in the breeding of pure-
bred animals and in the introduction of new sires, and
to do this in such. a way that the accompanying ad-
vrantages should be principally secured for the smaller
farmers. Since interests of national importance were
at stake, such, for example, as the maintenance of the
high reputation of Irish horses, the improvement of the
fceding qualities of the store cattle, and the milking
properties of dairy cows, and as these interests required
that the stock of the country should be considered as a
whole, and should not, in public schemes for its im-
provement, be attacked by the introduction of strains
likely to have injurious general effects on the national
treeds, it was necessary that these schemes should con-
taln certain principles of uniform application to the
whole country. 1t was, therefore, necessary that the
live stock schemes should emanate from the central
authority, while, in particulars other than their nation-
a' features, they might be modified in accordance with
local opinions and circumstances. In order to have
the assistance of the most representative expert opinion
in Ireland in the formulation of these schemes, the
Government appointed two special advisory committees
—one for horses, and the other for cattle, sheep and
swine.

HORSE-BREEDING SCHEME.—The horse-breeding
scheme, as outlined by the advisory committee, and
approved by the Agricultural Board, provided for the
registration of suitable and sound thoroughbred and
agricultural sires, and the selection of a number of the
hest brood mares in egch county to be served by these
sires. The owner of a registered stallion is entitled,
under the scheme, to a fee of £3 for each selected mare

put to his stallion. The mares selected were the prop-
crty of persons deriving their means of living from
farming, whose valuation did not exceed in the poorer
counties £150, and in the more wealthy counties,
£200.

The first year 410 stallions were offered for regis-
tration, of which 298 were thoroughbred and 122 of
the agricultural type. From the first it was deemed
advisable to spare no pains in making a searching ex-
amination of the stallions offered for reglstration, and,
accordingly, before any of the stallions offered under
the scheme were accepted, the Department’s fnspectors
lad to certify, (1) as to suitability, and (2) ms to
the soundness of the animal. A register was published
a
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in March, 1901, which contained the names and pedi-
grees of 97 thoroughbred and 31 agricultural stallions
that had been accepted. Upwards of 1,800 free non-
nation tickets of £3 ecach were offered at 150 shows of
mares held during March and April, and nearly 1,700
of these tickets were issued.

In addition to subsidizing stallions by means of £3
nominations to mares, the department offered in g few
counties where there was an insufficient number of stal-
lions for the purposes of the scheme, pemiums varying
from £50 to £100.

LOANS FOR THE PURCHASE OF STALLIONS
In order to encourage farmers of small means to pro-
vide themselves with a registered stallion, a sum of
money was allotted by the Department for the purpose
of granting loans for the purpose of approved sires.
The money was lent at L4 per cent. interest, payable
in five annual instalments. It was a condition pre-
cedent to these loans that the animal should be in-
sured for its full market value.

PREMIUMS FOR FEMALE STOCK.—As a further
means of encouraging 1mprovemenrt in stock-breeding,
the Department adopted the principle of awarding
premiums and prizes to female suvock. The advisory
committee on horse-breeding pointed out that the in
dustry in Ireland is, to a great extent, injured by young
n.ares being sold out of the country,thus leaving only
second-class animals for breeding purposes, and the
Department adopted their recommendation that the
jrizes and premiums should be mainly confined to
young mares from two to sin years old, served by a
registered sire, in the hope that the farmers
thereby be induced to retain these mares

W. A. CLEMONS,
Publication Clerk
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Sore Shoulders.

The majority of teamsters have had more or
less experience with sore shoulders in horses, and
while proper care and attention will, in most
cases, prevent the trouble, it sometimes occurs
notwithstanding all reasonable care. Of course,
all care should be taken to prevent it, such as
seeing that the collar fits well, is kept per-
fectly clean, and thoroughly dried when off the
horse, the hames properly litted and the draft
properly adjusted. The collar should be removed
when the horse is in the stable, even for a short
time. This gives the collar a chance to dry, al-
lows a circulation of air over the shoulder, and
permits it to cool. After a horse has perspired
freely, it is good practice to bathe the shoulders
thoroughly with cold water, to which has been
added g little salt, and the shoulders then rubbed
until dry. This, of course, enfails considerable
work, but it cools off the shoulder, removes all
matting of and all dirt from the hair. 1f, after
this precaution has been taken, the collar s
brushed or scraped until thoroughly clean before
being put on again, and a little trouble taken to
lift it forward off the shoulder when the horse is
standing, to allow a circulation of air, and then
carefully replaced, being careful that no mane is
allowed between the collar and shoulder, it is

seldom sore shoulders will result. Some
horses appear particularly predisposed to
sore shoulders, of which we  see several
forms, each requiring specific treatment. Proba-

bly the most common form is what is known as
‘“ collar gall,”” which is a form of scalding caused
by friction and heat. The spot or spots affected
become sore and tender, the hair gradually falls
out, and the skin assumes a red and partially
raw appearance. If no means are taken to arrest
the trouble, and the horse continues to work, the
parts soon become entirely denuded of hair and
raw. In treating this, or, in fact, any form of
sore shoulders, where expedient, of course we
should allow the patient to rest until the parts
have become healed, but, unfortunately, it is not
always possible to give rest, and while many may
say it is cruelty to animals to work a horse with
sore shoulders, and few will deny this, at the same
time, when it is necessary to either work him or
allow the work that must be done at the time
or the owner suffer considerable loss, we can ex-
cuse a man for working his horse, but he should
do all he can to effect a cure, and while it is
hard to effect a cure under these condi-
tions, in many cases it can be done, and, at
least, care and attention will minimize the ani
mal’s suffering. Tn most stables there are old
collars that have been practically discarded, and
often one of these can be used to advantage. If
it be a collar that has been refaced and restuffed,
the outer facing can bhe cut away and the filling
removed where it presses on the sore spot, or the
collar may be pounded with a hammer until a de-
pression is formed, or a sweat pad can be- used
in this way. Any device that will lessen pressure
on sore spots, and at the same time not cause a
roughness or undue pressure on other parts, will
give relief. Whether or not this can be done, care
as to cleanliness, etc., already noted, and the fre-
quent application of a cooling, astringent lotion.
will give great relief, and in many cases effect
a cure. Probably the best application is on¢
made of an ounce each of acetate of lead and sul
phate of zinc, and one-half ounce of carbolic acid
to a pint of water. This lotion should be applied
frequently, and especially as soon as the shoulder
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