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that there are 300,000 sheep now on feed along the Colon 
Paolflo Railroad, and over 600.000 in the State of Nebraska. 
There is a disposition to push sheep forward as fast as they

süsï’ ïe iss&siMSsiSb^aîï*1 ” “•An Iowa man says corn is abundant, but of poor quality, 
there being a great deal of soft grain. The late rains keptlt 
soft and growing too long Hpwaver. while it Is not first class 

k feed, there Is plenty of it, and it makes flue fuel. A ma­
jority of the farmers In that State are using it for cooking andnesting purposes. ■ t..

Comparative prices- for meats, tallo#; etc..-now and a year 
ego, show as follows :
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Pork, per ini.
1887

......|880 @900
........ 7 45 @760
........  8 80 @ 9 00
Lard, per too lb».

Green if eats? per Moths. 
.... 7 08f@ 7 75

........  «00 @4*5

........ 4*5 @4 75
4 00 @000 

eats, perM» lb».
4 75 @6 00 

........  4 50 @600

1806
gear Pork.......
Mess Pork........
Family Pork ...
Prime Contract.
Hams...............
Shoulders........
Picnic Hams............
Bellies.................
Hams.. ..............
Shoulders..........
Pionio Hams ... 
Bellies.....

•10 50 @11 00 
10 *0 @10 85 
10*5 @10 75
5 55 @ ....

IS IB
Pickled M IffLla****"

SÉ
;....................... 5 50 @700

Dry Salted Meats-JHMCed—ger
Shoulders 
Long Clear Mes..........
KSïSSÜ”::::::
S^dJh^ain,
Cumberland Sides.......
BeiU^

5 76 S 1ÎStSiS*
3 80 @ 4 10 

850
5

■V

IS
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lots quotable at 80c. 
Smoked Meats—t

.

Shouldwë.....'.
^31
mmL

....... 510 @ m4

_, 7 76
ee

-• 6 75 @ 7 1Breakfast Bacon
Beef

Extra Plate Beef........ .......
Tallow and

Tallow, city......
Tallow, country 
Greases....... ......................... .
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market on good cattle of all d 
er, one load of choice 
There were a few loads of good export 
that sold full strong 10c. higher than la
butcher steers also sold strong, bat the__
if anything, a little easier. Good ooweand 
common kinds slow and dreggy.

Stocker» and Fk*fers.-T6e Canadian 1 
ty, strong; the common kinds, however, dl 
than last week, and were as a rule dreggy, 
and feeders, however, sold, if anything, a 
&d&8 are preferred Bulla, both export, b 
about steady. Stock bulls, however, in 
hard to sell at easier prices. Milch 
fairly liberal supply. There was a pi 
them, and values on the good fresh 
The backward springers and the cornu 
did not sell as well as last week. Choice to fancy 
seem to be wanted at good strong prices at pres 
calves steady to strong; tops about *7.85, with 
choice kinds selling from I9 60 to *7. The market « 
modif y was pretty well supplied at the dose, will 
only fair.

eights and pigs did not ehpwaay improvement over last 
iturday'8 prices. In the West, however, the feeling was 
•m, with values a shade higher, and the general condition of 

oka strong. We may not get any material advance,
^Extreme*h~l?t£?*U? 2M
«*«* • *3 70fpi^r*3.50 togl70.

ind Lambs.—Our aalea of lambs today at 86,49 were 
me top. Receipts, 90 cars. Market on Iambs for 

an hour early in the morning was strong, with best 
es selling *5.30 to *5 40 It did not last longjkowe 
lambs soon settled down on the basis of *645, with 
generally easy at that. The order trade 
the market dosed full easy, with 

ih were wet owing to the snow and rein, .unsold at 
i. The heavy lambs continue to be in best demand i 
t the outside prices. Your special attention is < 
is fact. Prime grades, 80 lbs. and upwards, —tong 
to *5.40. with only a few at the latter price ; fair to

SgLf * . (?.'■ v:
„ :__________Cattle. t 8
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late

and
ion from 13.75 to *1.85. 
keep add generally strong and were wanted; the oflhr- 
to-day were mostly lambs. There was con iderable In­
for export grades, which, by the way. were in light supply 
Choice grade* sold from *4.85 to *4.50 ; butcher sheep, 

. with the fair to good kinos 
the culls and common from *2.85 to 

Eirick Bros.

Sh j

•om *3.25 to *3.50, a 
Monday, Feb. 8th.

Montreal Horse flarket.
There has been a decided improvement in this market 

luring the past two weeks, and anything good or suitable for 
xport is early picked up. Good price* have been paid for 
ho right sort, a* high as *145 being paid for an extra draft, 
’he range is from *80 to *110, and even *180 each for good

a temperature considerably lower than the oi 
nary form of the West, European mulberry, 
sometimes kills back a little at the tips. It 
always late in starting its leaves in spring, ant 
one of the first trees injured by autumn frosts, 1 
during its season of growth it is well clothed by 
abundance of handsome green foliage. One of l 
peculiarities of this tree to that it to difficult 
two leaves on the same tree exactly alii 
gradations from the entire leaf to the most 1 
ini cut-leaf forms may be found. The fruit 
Russian mulberry varies a great deal. I ha> 
trees which bore fruit of very fair quality, 
rule the fruit is worthless. It usually pr 
very abundantly. Wherever a tree to four 
dating fruit of good quality, 
gated oy budding or grafting.

Central Experimental Farm.
it should be propa 
John Craig, 

Horticulturist.
PRUNING RASPBERRIES.

S. R., Palmyra, Ont.;—“ Should raspberry ci 
be cut back in the autumn, or should this wor 
done in spring early ?”

[The question of whether it to desirable to
moving the old wood to one that can only t 
answered by the individual grower himself, and i 
dependent upon the climatic conditions whic 
obtain in the locality wherein he resides. If th 
canes are likely to be injured by winter, then 
would unhesitatingly advise postponing j 
till spring, .when all the injured wood migl 
moved with the other necessary pruning, 
tions where the canes do not suffer from 
killing I think it is a saving of time and a 
injurious practice to do this pruning late in 
fall, when the wot ' 
growth has ceased.

In

J. O.]
SALTING COWS.

A Young Subscriber, Wellington Oo„ Ont:- 
“ Would some one please tell me through youi 
valuable paper the best method of naltlng cows 
and how much to a milk cow ? Should dry 
and fattening cattle get the same ? Igi 
one-half tablespoonful every day in th

[We do not think that cows, if .they had acc 
to salt at will, would take more than you are g 
ing—probably not as much, but it to the practice 
many good feeders to sprinkle a little salt on 1 
feed every day. Milking cows should have mi 
than fattening cattle, as it induces them to dri 
more water, which tend* to increase the flow 
milk ; but the quantity of salt given should be 1 
in cold weather, and c
remain outdoors many minutes after drinking, t 
there to danger of their getting chilled, which wi 
check the milk flow. Placing a lump 
in the manger to recommend! 
especially for fattening 
young stock.]

eir feed.”

cattle, dry cows,
BOOK ON BEB-KBEPING.

Hiram Cassblman, Starmont Go., Ont.;
“ What is the best work on bee-keeping ? ” v 

[For the average bee-keeper or begi 
ably Langs troth on “The Hive and Honey nee,' 
published by Ohas. Dadant & Son. For sale by O 
W. York & Co., 118 Michigan St., Chicago, III.]
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MARKETS.
Toronto Markets.

Owl
to the United States there was a better trade done to-day. Ia 
preparation tor the event there are 85 carloads of batchers 
cattle and stockera ready to be sent across the line.

Receipts of stock at this market last week, 8,088 cattle. 7* 
sheep, 8.339 hogs. The market is certainly in bettershape than 
for a considerable time, prices advancing all round.

Bxport Cattle.—Trade quiet. There were not many on offer. 
Quality very poor. Price* ranged from Sic. to 346. rising t 
for anything choice. Quite a number of the Buffalo bu 
were on the market, and indications point to an f 
mand in thq near future.

Butchers' Cattle were a little firmer owing b 
n Buffalo. Prices did not advance materially, 

cwt. to *3 One ear of heifers and steers, averaging 1.606 
sold for So. ; top price was 3la for choice. While seoom 
and common cattle were very little changed,prices were fli 
all round ; the market well cleared by noon. We have 
very brisk markets for the last two weeks ; outside bn

ruling

and many other places.
Butts.—Prices were easier owing to poor quality. Best 

price 34c. per lb. for choice shipping^bull* ; So. may be quoted
M ’stocStJrs and Boeder».—Feeders for Buffitlo sold at *2.30 to 
*2.75 per cwt. Light Stockers *8.50 to *2.65, some choice quality 
fetched *3. Demand active and likely to continue ; 18 oarloads 
left here on Saturday and are reported as being transshipped 
west to Wilmington, Ohio. American buyers say they are 
able to take any quantity of cattle for fattening purposes.

Sheep and Lamb».—Export sheep quiet, 3Jo. per lb. Lambs 
at 44o. per lb. Sheep *3 to *3.50 per bead. Bucks So., hard to 

The supply of sheep and lambs,though small,sell,not wanted.
was sufficient. _ .

Colt*».—Offerings light; prices advanced, *4 to *8 each. 
Choice veals wanted at once ; prospects are good tor very ac­
tive demand and *7 to *8 can be depended upon.

Milk Cows were in fair demand, all sold early ; quotations 
*85 to *45 ; good milkers will sell readily. Stocks wanted.

Hops.—The offerings were light ; market firm on good de­
mand and an advance was ordered, 41c. up to 44c. per lb. for 
choice bacon hogs weighed off ears. Singers were Arm at *4.50 
per 100 lb. Thick fat,*3.50 to *3.60 per cwt.; in good demand at 
these prices. Sows qniet at 3 a. per lb.; stags at 2a per lb. 
Receipts are 2,000 head more -than the same month last year, 
and demand good ; prospects of a farther increase.

Butter.—Receipts free: quality coming not good : creamery 
keeps in fair demand in tubs at 18a to 19a Dairy roils, strictly 
choice, 12o. to 13o. per lb.

Cheese.—Demand active ; prices firm ; summer make here 
quoted at 10c. to 104c. per lb., late makes at 11a to U4c. per lb.; 
no stocks on hand.

Egos.—Tone steady ; trade fair ; strictly new laid 16a to 
18c. n-r doz. : held fresh, 14c. to 16c. per doz.

Grain Market.—Very small delivery on the street market; 
roads poor. One load of wheat at 82a, white. No. 1 Manitoba 
hard reported 92c. at Toronto ; 100 bush, of goose wheat sold 
at 64c. to 644c.
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Oats.—One load of oats at 834a per bush.
Peas.—41a to 484a per bush.

V»bush. of barley sold at 894a
*1350per~ton.lrf°arlolda of dtily, sold slowly at *18 to
per ton**"'-AbOUt two Umds of straw »” day, sold at *7 to *8

Dressed Hops.-Packers are not anxious buyers; deliveries 
not large ; oar lots quoted at *5.; on the street In farmers’ 
load*. *4.50 to *6.50, according to quality for choice.

Hides.—Market about firm, and steady. Calfskins are

per to; sheepskins, 90a to *1 each, the latter price tor choioa 
, Btoto ««dull ; fleece combings. 21a to 82a; tub-washed 
fleeoe, 80a to 814a per lb.; extrasTsSa 

Toronto, February 11th.

Montreal Markets.
quality. UOod’stook.onthecontrary, ha*beenTtriflebetterto 
price, but the heavy supplies of dead meat on the market have 
prevented anything like real good prices being paid. On to­
ws market (Feb^8th) some improvement was noted in the 
quality of stock offered, which may he partly accounted tor 
to the amount of stoede token on the Toronto market for 
Buffalo, whioh would otherwise have oome east to Montreal. If 
tiie qoaramlne’s abeenoe trade in this way to reUeveour mar­
kets of poor quality beef it wiU indeed be a boon. Some fairish 
««*wld tot week as low as la per lb., fair cattle making 
from 2a to 2R). per lb., good to choice 3a to Sic. Only a nominal 
demand for export stock.

Sheep and Lambs.—The active demand noted in our last 
report has been steadily maintained, and it would not he sur­
prising to see prices a shade stiffer in the very near future. 
There does not seem to be an overabundance of good Iambs 
to oome forward. Sheep and lambs, mixed, tor tops, make 34c. 
per lh. to a shade over ; lambs, 4ja to 44a per lb.

Calves.—Good sized calves, MO lbs. and upwards. 
about *10 each; under this weight aU the way down to *8 each. 
Not very plentiful. \ <

Bides and SHna-There has been no change of moment 
in this market, but it would be surprising it in the immediate 
future values did not make a move upward in harmony with 
the Chicago markets,which are Arm. Butchers are being paid 
7a. 60., 5c. per lb. for green salted hides, heavy and lighi.tor Noa 
s^m 90a ®ki“8' No"X* 7a per lb.; Na 2,5a per lb. ; lamb

PRESSED MEATS.
-H0?».—The market is glutted with heavy hogs, and a de- 

qllne of about 10a per cwL ha* taken place within the week, a

bright haeon hog is. however, in good demand, and firmer 
priçM have been obtained this week tor this class, ear lots maklng *5.40 to *5.50 per cwt., and as much as 6c. per lb. being 
obtained in small lots tor something fancy.

Beef—There is also a superabundant supply of beef, and 
stoppers have in some instances been compelled to pay storaga
&i‘perîblhinSa&.tôt5^leeeib!e ,OW 1 7"“*" Quarters), 8a to

^Lamü—The tail end o/the estimated offerings are in sight 
and only reach about 3,000 earoaseee,as against 6,000 to 8.000 for 
the same period iastiyear, and these are in the hands of about 
three people. In ear lots nothing higher has yet been paid 
than the 64a previously quoted ; 7a lor small lots to 71a for 
single oaroaseea -______________

Chatty Stock Letter from Chicago.
(BY OUR SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT.)

Following are the current and comparative prices for the 
various grades of live stock;—

to

Range of Prions, ago. 1886. .5 1895.
..............*6 40 * 5 50 * 4 75 * 5 «0

5 85 4 70 5 60
5 85 4 55 5 80
4 80 4 35 4 75

4 80 4 50

Cattle.

JoolaiS?..::
S tillers......................
Stks. and F.................
Pat oo wr and' heifers.
Canning cows..............
Bulle..............................
Calves........................
TmaetoMs .................
Texas at H........

How.

5 35
5 85
6 35
465

4 604 65
4 00 8 75 
3 75 4 30 
8 40 8 80 
3 50 4 50

. 4 15

. 4 15 4 70

. 2 40 2 30
4 10

4 10 4 10
6 85 6 00 6 25 5 604 20 4 85 I 70 4 40

25 3 503*0 8 75

Mixed.........
Heavy..........
tight.......... .. 355

3 60 4 32 4 35 
4 35 4 45 
4 30 4 20 
4 15 4 00

3 58
3 60

Pigs 3 50 3 60
Sheep

Natives 
Western 
Lambs...

Chicago received 189,199 only last month, being the smallest
^Combined receipts at Chicago^ Kansas City, Omaha and 

St. Louis tor'January, 1897, with comparisons :
Cattle. Hogs.

.......189,199 763.904

.......152.412
..... 48.964 

71,396

• ......... ... 4 10
.... 510

i* 3 70 435
3 60 4 10
4 80 5 00

.....
80

5 25

Sheep. 
872,906 
71,666 
41,094 

173,679 84,055

Chicago..........
Kansas City... 
Omaha........
St.. Louis.......
January, 1897.. 
January, 1896 
January, 1895. 
January. 1894.. 
January, 1893.. 
January, 1898..

302.586
113,506

.—461 971 1.353.675

...464 858 1,239 659

....473.006 1.431,084
.. .525,318 1,260.700

----531,965 1,098,967
....455,935 1,660,863

On the theory that the next Secretary of Agriculture will 
be unfavorable to the Mexican cattle trade there are now quite 
a number of buyers and speculators in that class of cattle In 
Mexico making extensive purchases, and it is expected that 
100,000 head of cattle will cross the boundary line before the 
fou.th of March, but, as some one says, that number would 
only make two weeks’ average at Chicago.

Did you ever see-eo large a proportion of common cattle at 
this season of the year! This is the question old-time cattle­
men are asking one another.

A cattle feeder says : “It has been one of the hardest win­
ters to keep cattle on feed I ever saw. In Nebraska we have 
had hard work keeping!hoc*tile on feed owing to the rapidly 
alternating warartnd cold weather, with rain, wind, sleet and 
extreme coldsir within a week.

“ I don’t-think thin cattle are ooming on account of money 
matters,*’ said a cattle salesman, “but simply because they are 
nr aking a little money. Farmers went to the extreme of hold­
ing too long last year, and are going to the other extreme this 
year.”

The Standard Cattle Company had in 84 fed Western heif­
ers averaging 1.808 lbs., which sold at *4.

C. W. McMillan, of McMillan Bros., cattle exporters, of 
Westbourne. Manitoba was among the visitors. He was look­
ing un the Chicago and Boston export cattle business.

Morris was the largest exporter of cattle from Boston last 
year. He shipped 56,764 head. Swift 46.492. and Hathaway 30.- 
081. The Hammond Company shipped 201,318 quarters of beef 
and Swift- 267.678quarters.

A. Kdelmu'h, vice-president of the United Dressed Beef 
Co , died at New York. He was an old - time New York 
butcher.

Last month’s receipts of sheep were the smallest January

409.671 
384 851 
381.491 
391,689 
257 000 
805,686
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