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YOONSOLIDATED Empiro will not ever re-.
" maina dreamer’s ideal. While it may ap-

@] to the economist the proposition for a British
n is in no way & mere foible affording a pretext.
rise and down fall of ministries, but rather a piece

!’wontv-unn yauago tho quution ot Imperial oon-
ﬁon,mlboucvo.uﬂﬁodto for the first time by
aconsfleld in a speech in which he eompcred‘tha{

‘of some mpmntatlve council in the motm~

h‘l statements I am not prepared to impute the motim;

betug the causes whichmtuated an entirely different -pol-

Xdo not wish to discuss the question from a partisan stand-
joint but rather from a national, an inber-natloml, an
erial and a Utilitarian point of view.

) policy by any one of the parties in either the colonies or
_ the mother land that I am aware of. T am free to say th

thc question on the broader batis of nationsl prog"reuive-
- nees.

<olonies. It is quite true that the Colonies owe their privi-
*“leges of self-government and their all but independence to

however, until the experience bought lesson had beenlearned

oty ‘onies were free from the ﬂgoroua adminmmtion of "!'Jown-
v”in‘ Street.
Me:ce of Paris of 1783, may not only be said to
-*:-mm ratified ‘the Independence of the Thirteen New Eng-
m Colonies, but also to-have been the charter of self-

did nbt receive free institutions all at once, ‘but .a

been made, and it had to be condoned for.
: i ae were never anything else but loyal despite

sﬁn to the contrary a few years ago.

o !Ebgpoliey ‘of the home government in dealing with the

hubeen quite thmverse of that a.dopted wnth the

.s.nmny'r T ouvm s

_ pear to be a fanciful schema to the onlooker .

deserving statesmanship which will bring forth another
israeli or mayhap another prince of Feﬁmtionlstl—q; e

jos ot tho existing gonmmont wkth the then op- -
S ebaals e e the policy ' that is to be he would call her a nation of nations,

Itoughﬂnrtlm'to huva hemmmmiodty,
ught the colonies into constant
An I mted. whlle  § agroo wi;h the‘ qun.ker in the fo!;
hosﬁn oxpmuion to elsewhere in his .pmh a8’
' icy on the part of the Liberal Administration of the day,

' lmporlal Federation has never as yet been tdopted as

i | gellave that such should not be the case but rather that'_ '
- all members of all political parties should be frea to discuss

The lmperhl Govommént and the World ab largem‘-
" wrell'afford to take a few lessons from the self govoming-

_ the generosity of the’ Imperial Government, It was not,
at the hands of the now flourishing Republic that the Col-

t to all the other colonies. It is true that the
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origina.l thlrteon colonies of tha Atlantic ua botrd. Thn.t

genial treatment has beén conducive of good results, al-_" :
/though the irtercolonial difficulties were greater in Canada
thar' in any other lystem of British Oolonien becuu:e of the

great diﬂcrencu in race a religion.

In the face of all theu difficulties, howevcr, wo ‘have-

been successful in Canada in thirty-two short years in

‘building up & nation in the north of men of all nationali-’

‘ties all yoilding a faithful and loving allegiance to the

gracious sovereign of the land which bhas granted a free-

home, a free speech and a free worship, What more can
man wish for ; what more can any federation accomplish ?

I am glad to learn that our Australasian consins are
seriously oontemphting similar action, in fact ha.ve decl;r-
ed by large majorities in-favor of union.

jacent colonies should be united for the ‘purpose of facilitat-
ing education, commerce, and delence. i‘hiq union in turn,
should be completed by a great unxon.—-,ﬂl"edmtion of
Federations. Napoleon in his day called Eng!and a/nation
of shop keepers.' If he were speaking' of ‘the Fedoration

The quutlon arises which is to take the ipitia.ﬁvé, the:

2 . Mother Country or the Colonies, Just here is where opin--
* jons differ but the difference need not be so great as to
~ jeopardize the prospects of being over come. Personally I
" believe that after the colonies have perfectedtheirsystemnof
3 govemmont as we in Canada have done that the initial
... steps for an Imperial Union should come trom the Imperial-

Parliament. It is certa.inly the highest court in the realm.
It is from thence that our authority comes (and rightly s0)

for the consumation of our Inter— Colonial Federations. It
should be from thence that thé lnvxtation to bqeomo a pn.tty i

to an Imperial Union should come.
We ha.ve no representation in the Imperial Parlinment

as yet. They levy no taxation upon us. It would be some-":

what unpopular therefore for the Colonies to ask Federa-

tion: 1st—Because of their subovd;nato position ; 3nd—Be- -

cause they have no representative in the Imperia! House,
ahd ought not to be subject to taxation, asthey would be.
in case of Federation, without such representatives.
Possibly one of the most difficult tasks of the ¥nion
would be to settls the basis of representation. Some would

propose representation by population, others representation

based on the wealth of the countries represented. In

either event the representation would not be large com-:
pared with that of the mother country. My own opinion -

is that & representation based on population is more in

keeping with our democratic form of government than a -
. representation based on some other principle would be.

Thl, method would necessitate, as it does at present a per-

iodic ‘adjustment or redistribution. It would certainly -

‘trénspire in time that the Colonial representatives would

" increase, whereas I have doubt. that representation in
Great Britain and Ireland would remain approxlmately the :

same as at the beginning.
I have however been shght!y dwerging from the pomb
in question, that is the propriety of the Colonies taking the

inithlat’ep in thematter of Federation. From the"stand-:
point of utility and subsequent commercial advantage I -
believe that colonies stand on a par with the Home Land -

-and if you wish vice versa. 8o that if we only look at the
utility and mutual advantage of the project, disregarding

propriety in the matter, the colounies would have as good™
reason to make advances or rather to continue to make-:

advances (for the Colonies alone seem to be moving in the
matter) as the Imperial authorities would have.

In subsequent letters I shall deal w:th other phases of '

the questlon.
i{

This is as it should be. -All similarly situa.ted nnd ad- v

x.



