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» .original thirteen colonies of the Atlantic sea board. That 
genial treatment has beèn conducive of good results, al.X| 
though the intercolonial difficulties were greater in Canada. W 
than in any other system of British Colonies because of the- j 
great differences in race a religion.

In the face of all these difficulties, however, we have 
been successful in Canada in thirty-two short years in 
building up a nation in the north of men of aH national!-: 
ties all yeilding a faithful and loving allegiance to the 
gracious sovereign of the land which has granted a free

, pear to be a fanciful scheme to the onlooker ; home, a free speech and a free worship. What more can *____mJ
1 I to the economist the proposition for a British m$m w|sh for ; what more can any federation accomplish ?

Federation is in no way a mere foible affording a pretext j ftm to iea,rn that our Australasian coneins are
for the rise and down fall of ministries, but rather a piece g^^giy contemplating similar action, in fact have declar- 
ot deserving statesmanship which will bring forth another ^ by Iarge majorities in favor of union.
Disraeli or mayhap another prince of Federationists—a This is as it should be All similarly situated and ad- j
Macdonald. jacent colonies should be united for the purpose of faeilitat-

Twentv-seven years ago the question of Imperial con- . ■ education, commerce, and defence. This union in turn, 
soUdation, was I believe, alluded to for the first time by shouldbe completed by a great union,-A Federation of Z|
Lord Beaconsfield in a speech in which he compared the Federations. Napoleon in his day called England a nation
policies of the existing government with the then op- of ghopkeeperg. if he were speaking of the Federation
position. While I agree with the speaker that the policy tbat is to be he wouïd call her a nation of nations. 1* ; j
which he advocated should have been adopted, viz. “ Self- The que,tion arises which is to take the initiative, the
government, in my opinion, when it was conceded ought to Mother Country or the Colonies. Just here is where opin-
have been conceded as a part of %grM.t policy of Imperial |ong differ but the difference need not be so great as to
Consoliation. It ought to have been accompanied by a jeopardize the prospects of being over come. Personally I
Tariff, by the securities of the people of England for the believe that after the colonies have perfected their systems of
enjoyment of the unappropriated lands which belonged to government as we in Canada have done that the initial
the sovereign as their trustee, and by a military code which atepg for an Imperial Union should come from the Impérial
should have defined precisely the means and responsibilities Pariiament. It is certainly the highest court in the realm.
by which the colonies should be defended, and by which if ,t ig from thence that our authority comes (and rightly so>
necessary, this country should call for aid from the coloniee £or tbe eonsumation of our Inter- Colonial Federations. It
themselves. It ought further to have been accompamed by ghouIdbe from thence that thê invitation to become a party
the institution of some representative council in the metro- tQ an Imperial Union ahould come.
polls, which would have brought the colonies into constant We have no representation in the Imperial Parliament 
and continuous relations with the home government. M ygt< They levy no taxation upon us. It would be some- 

As I stated, while I agree with the speaker in the fore- wbat unpopular therefore for the Colonies to ask Federa- 
Koing statement, I am not prepared^ impute the motive, tfon. 1,t_Because of their subordinate position ; Ind-Be- 
which he give, expression to eleewhere in hie speech, aa they haTe no r.pree(mtotive in the Imperial House,
being the causes which actuated an entirely different pol* ahd ought not to bo subject to taxation, as they would be 
icy on the part of the Liberal Administration of the. day. in case of Federation, without such representatives.
I do not wish to discuss the question from a partisan stand- Paaaibly one of the most difficult tasks of the Union 
point but rather teem a natioUal. au Inter-national, an would ^ to Mttk ,he «presentation.
Imperial and a Utilitarian point of view. r

Imperial Federation has never as yet been adopted as 
a policy by any one of the parties in either the colonies or 
the mother land that I am aware of. I am free to say that 
I believe that such should not be the case but rather that
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CONSOLIDATED Empire” will not ever re­
main a dreamer’s ideal. While it may ap-U :
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Some would
propose representation by population, others representation 
based on the wealth of the countries represented. In 
either event the representation would not be large Com­
pared with that of the mother country. My own opinion 
is that a representation based on population is more in
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all members of all political parties should be free to discuss ” “̂1
the question on the broader 1».W of nation.! progress- ^ntatioulfedon^me^ ^i™ would be
ness. mvt____ ii__ ,__j____ ____;i_i_ __ !t_ j____ i___ i„.i ______

m
krV • ,y. The Imperial Government and the world at large can meî^ wou'd « « doea at Present a per-

well afford to take k few lcaaoua from the self governing *odlc !ldl™^,ent ” Itî X M W°“if C,rtam£
Colonies. It is quite true that the Colonies owe their pnvi- traneplre m ‘lme *¥Vhe Colon al representatives would 

' leges of self-government and their all but independence to have doubt that repre«nt.t,on m
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Ul Vf^JTiL Zrily a,Great Britain and Ireland would remain approximately the
.™ert,h. bluing â

at the hand, of the now douriabing^pub.ie that the Col. ^^"it^optty SIX
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onita were free from the rigorous administration of Down-
m® _ ts' . w» , 1700 . i u _• j point of utility and subsequent commercial advantage I
bavera6,füTthe fndè’pendenS of X îhirttn N.7Bug heUs-re that colonie, stand on a par with the Home Laud

land Colonies, but also to have been the charter of self- *?.,.! ^!iW18 v™e*ier8a‘ ° * 1 wf ®n 7 00 a e
government to all the other colonies. It is true that the th.” ‘ îh! réloSjwo,dd
SlontaS didn^recetaef^in.titution.aUat once hut a ^^Z^s «

mistake had been made, aud it had to be oondonri for. m „ ^ c , b„ movi in the
The Canadas were never anything else but loyal despite M tbe Imperial aothoriHe> w„u,d have.
cries to the contrary a few year* ago. ______

The policy of the home government in dealing with the In subsequent letters I shall deal with other phases of
Panadim has been quite thqreverse of that adopted with the the question. • .
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