38

less aroused, and self judgment less marked. We
find here, for the first time, divine light penetrating
the conscience of the people, and leading them to
judge themselves deeply (c. f. chap. vi. 7-10).
““We have sinned against Thee, both because we
have forsaken our God, and a

(ver. 10). Then God reminds them of all His grace
and His deliverances on former occasions, and of
the number of the nations out of whose hand He
had saved them, adding : “Yet ye have forsaken
me, and served other gods "—driving home, like
an arrow in their consciences, the word which
their distress had wrung from them, and He closes
with these words ; ¢ Wherefore I will deliver you
no more (ver. 13). Israel, as a whole, could not be

restored. This finds its counterpart in the history
of the church.

On hearing these words, the children of Israel
took a further step in the salutary path in which
the Spirit of God was leading them. ¢ W, have
sinned ; do Thou unto us whatsoever seemeth good
unto Thee.” Confessing their sin, passing judg-
ment upon themselves, and acknowledging the
righteousness of God’s judgment, they added :
“ Deliver us only,we oray Thee, this day ” (ver. 13).
They appealed to Fijs grace. Could He turn a
deaf ear to their cry ? Impossible ! Repentance
led them to a fuller knowledge of Jehovah than
they had ever had before, .

This restoration would not have been real, had
it not. borne fruit. ** And they put away the




