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FIRE AT EXHIBITION GROUNDS TORONTO.
On the 18th instant, a fire destroved the grand
sand, on the Exhibition Grounds, Toronto,  The

cattle and horse stables, and trar sportation buld
ng, W Iso completely destroy «d. The fire i
repocted to be of an incendiary character. Th
nsurani < as follows:
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PERSONALS.
I Prekiny general manager Atlas A\
London, England, passed throngh M
ite to New York, where I "
n with the United States Manager.
. Artwoon, secretary, Rochester Got |

iy, arrived in Montreal, vesterd
re he attended the Co Fo Ul AL meetin |
day in consultation with M I AL W
ntative of the Company in this (
ing for Rochester, N. Y.
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PROMINENT TOPICS.

FHE  ARCHBISHOP  BoxD  MEMORIAL  FUsD

There will be general approval, not enly i Mon

ughout Canada, and nor by any

amenyg Anghicans cnly, of the proposal
memo-ial m honcur of the late Arel
bishop Bond. It has been <ugee-ted, and th

i) b

a happy one, that the fund
pplicd to the traming  of candidates for 1)
mnstry. Such a fund 15 needed and th

one i which the late Archbi-hop took the d

Filk. CANADIAN BANK OF COMMIiRCY I'he Bourd
of Dircctors of the Canadian Bank of Comme
on e 'ls)', declared the usual dn

ite of 7 pe. per annum, for the six months endn
Norvember 30, and in oadditin o bonns of 1
eing o total distribution on Decomber 1, of 4

MUNicipAL TRADING. According to
apal Year Book for 1906, cat ot 189 municipal
electric hight werks in the United Kingdom, «nly
seven are in @ solvent condition yut of 58 mun
apal electric tramway enterprises, only five are in
a satisfactory financial position
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THE ONTARIO BANK _l'x~1:n' Mabee's action in
refusing to grant a winding-up order for the On-
tario. Bank, 1s most <atistactory. The method
adopted for closing up the affairs or the bank s
i the best mtesests of every body concerned, n-
cluding the gencral public. The Bank of Montreal
and the othzr banks are to be heartily commended
for the manner in which they have dealt with the
situation  protecting  depositors from losses, and
saving the sharcholders from unnecessary expenses,
without creating a ripple upon the surface of Can-
nadian finance. We bheheve 1t will be found that
the affairs of the bank are not  such a very bad
condition, as was in the first excitement anticipated,
and nut only will all liabihties to the public be
met, but there will he a considirable surplus avail-

able «n account of the sharcholders
PR

I'HE GAs AND ELECTRIC LIGHT QUESTION came
up in the City Counctl on Monday, when Alder
man Martin asked what the Fire & Light Com
wittee were doing about getting out spectfications
for tenders and was informed by Alderman Du-
quette that the Commtte had written to a number
of cities in the United States, asking how they pre-
pare smmlar spectfications It is remarkable, to

{

fter the gas question has been

put it mildly that a g

a very vexed question o Montreal for so many
years the Fire & 1 ight Committee should be still
t.n.;.n;;utl m mting i the United States for such
ementary knowledge on the subject. Our own
HNPressy :Al is that 1f the matter wore tackled in
ernest a solution of the problem conld be found in
Montreal in less time than it wounld take to get the
Amecrican specifications. AL that s needed  we
imagine is a reasonable division of prohts between

the city and the company

COMPETITION FOR PUSLIC FRANCHISES 15 an ex

ellent thing i connection with new undertakimgs,

«
but when a corporati nois e actual possession of
the public streets, and has a p rpctual charter, com
petition needs to be used agamst with discretion

and common sen As a derwier ressort At may
be useful to whip a greedy mon poly anto reas n
ihlen , but at 15 not cnlv or even the best
means, und Il crrcumstances, of making a tavour
le bargam It it to be hike the old fa hioned
? .\'w'[ Wil .\t[ 1 hurt th ﬂn;."
gor, as much as the “floggee” As on as the
aldermen are prepared to senou 'y tackle the gas,
4 y are cap

k }
Electric & Street Rwﬂ\\.l_\ questions, 1!

able of being arranged on a business and equits
devable re

basis, and one which should bring «

venue to the aty
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