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MUTUAL FIRE COMPANIES.

A Chicago special to  the Joof C&C B,
sketches 4 decision by the Mic higan  Supreme
Court upon the individual hability of pn]u\ hold-
orsan mutual fire companies. The Citizens' Mutual
of Jackson has been in receive rship since 1900, and
unpaid claims and expenses simee  that date now

foot up over $25.000

I'he concern was for Michi-
gan only, and 1t farled for the familiar old reason
that a large proportion of its members wearied of
assessments and lav down an the road, so to speak
There are ne; irly 000 of them in all, but at s
alleged that about 82 pc of the entire number are
of the financially irresponsible sort who used to
higure cn the hsts of Lloyds here. The receiver,
wanting money, reasoned that it was useless to seek

it ot thowe who had 1t not and necessary to bleed
those who had; so he levied an assessment nominal
Iy on them all, but multiphed ats total by five,
assuming that not more than twe nty per cent. would
respond. This was contrary to a limitation clause
m the by laws, but the Supreme  Court has now
pronounced gt legal, and the members who aban
doned the concern before it was pronounced 1nsal-
vent are feeling anxion

A general partne rship makes every partner hable

]
for all obhigations; a limited one sets up a maxi
mum as a barnier; the usual rule of stockholders’
hability carries an exposure to limited asse ssient,

cach bemg responsible for his own share, but not

for the wncollectable dues of the other 1t !‘n'lxru

position that the substantial members or ex-mem
bers must bear the entire demand. In any or
tion, is establ shed, 1t will cast .||:!t|‘1>\~!
1dea I mutual assocatye n
cm e
RECENT TEST OF WATER PRESSURE AT
WINNIPEG.

Fhe fire msurance compames have « ften had
pomt out detects in the mumcipal protection ot
atwes i Canada —Montreal, Toronto and Quebe
for examy We cannot recall, howe ver, that any
mportant oty wa ever exhibited in such a de
|'l thle and gnomn | it as was the case
with Winmipeg last week mour datly con
temporarie we learn the 4.‘?‘I|‘.~fml;~' fact, that
upon the waterworks there being  tested by the

Canadian Fire Underwriters' In pevtor, the pres

sure only registered from 5 ¢ 25 1bs. and when a

lines of hose

subsequent test was made with tw

o1 230 teet attached to a hvdrant, the pressure was

onlv 8 1lbs, while the gentle streams which trickled
from the nozzles called forth the jeers of the sur
rounding populace We also gather from private
sources that  at times  there s insufficient water
supply even for dome-ti purp ses above the fisst
storey of a building. Al thhs 1 & citv clam

over 100,000 mhbabitants N v disele r S
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startling, that we cannot see how the companies
can avoid taking speedy action in some shape or
other. The rates of insurance at present charyed
mn Winnipeg are high—probably equal to th
towns without waterworks situate 1 the Provinees
of Quebec and Ontario, and on the other hand 1),
amount of value nsured, with the consequen:
bilities of the insurance companies s very much
larger in Winnipeg than in the said towns. Uy er
these circumstances, 1t is quite probable the o
panies may feel compelled to reduce their 1)
ities to such a degree, that until a radical mprove.
ment i oats waterworks system 1s made the \Winn,.-
peg public may find 1t extremely difficult, and
often impossible, to obtain insurance. In <uch

of

action the companies would simply. be considering
their own welfare, for it is plain that as things
now are a sweeping fire 1s by no means impossible
Now, unless the Wimnipeg public 1s prepared 1
face the position of being very inadequately
sured 1t must take the bull by the horns, and 1.
vide such protection, as will be acceptable 1 1
underwniters, and this must be done at cnce w
out any dilly-dallying, for the cost of the
however heavy it may seen, will be a good v

ment an the long run.

The situation 1s most grave and goes to
that the interests of the msured (or those desiring
msurance) and the companies are to a large exte
identical. They both wish to do business with o
another, but such can only be done under certuim
conditions I'he property holders, 1 a larg
wealthy caty, require msurance to save them run
ous loss from fire, and to enable them therehy
carry on busmess. The compames are willing
provide that insurance, for certain rates, provided
there 15 what they deem adequate protection,
But 1f the one
will not accede o having the required protection,

which they may have 1 fair return

he must not be surprised, or angry, because the
other dechines to grant the msurance. It 15 sumply
a matter of purchase and sale and the terms mn

be agreeable to both parties
L e -

FOREST FIRE IN NEW BRUNSWICK.

A large part of the province 15 in the ternbl
grp of forest fires. For nearly two months little
rain has ftallen, and fire once started 1 the wood
15 almost ampossible of repression. On the north
shore fires have swept from Rogersville to Barnaln
River for a distance of eight or nmine mles, and
terrible fire 1s now raging within a <hort distance
of both villages. One hundred and fifty to tw
hundred men have been fighting the flames for
several days, but on Saturday the heat was so in
tense that the men were foreed to abandon the first

line of trenches they were digging 1in an effort 1




