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pavtment of Agriculture is spending $3,- 
OOD this year in a continuation of th* lig.it 
against Foul Brood, There a.e sixteen 
district inspectors in the field and their 
rejiorts show that there is plenty of work 
for them to do. All suspected ap aries 
are being visited first, and any bee-keeptrs 
wishing to clear up doubts as to the pres­
ence of this disease in their neighborhoods 
should send word to the Department of 
Agriculture at an early date. It is quite 
natural that those who send a special re­
quest for the services of the inspector will 
be more apt to get them than those who 
do not.

The report on the races of bees shows 
far too great a percentage of black or Ger­
man bees kept throughout the ptovince. 
While these bees have many good qual­
ities they are no tetter than the Italians 
in any respect except possibly in the 
whiteness of capping on comb honey, and 
they are a sure prey to the European 
Foul Brood which has swept so disas­
trously over many parts of the United 
States and has done great damage in some 
parts of Ontario. It is impossible to cure 
this dread disease so well in any except 
Italian bees. On this account, as well as 
lor other reasons, we would urge strongly 
that all apiaries in Ontario be Italianized 
as soon ns possible.

All kinds of hives are used, from the 
'barn'' down through the list of the 
twelve-frame, ten-frame, eight-frame 
Langstroth, the Jones, Richardson, Gal­
lup, Quinby and home-made. Only one 
man was brave enough to say he used box 
hives, and the number of combs, he said, 
«as “Goodness knows how many, 1 

| don't." After all, the kind of hive for 
une to use is the kind he has the best 
success with, but when ore is just starting 
or is seeking uniformity of fixtures there 
seems nothing to gain and much to lose by 
adopting a hive which is a little different 
from everything under the sun.

The chief difficulties which bee-keepers 
have can be summed up in the two great 
problems of apiculture—swarm control

and wintering. In many cases the trouble 
is summed up in the words of one man 
who said his chief difficulty was to "get 
the old woman to watch for swarms.’’ The 
interest that is taken in this problem of 
swarm control is shown by the fact that 
when the Department of Bee-keeping at 
the Ontario Agricultural College sent out 
notices that instructions would be sup­
plied to all who cared to conduct an ex­
periment in the control of swarming, 
more than three hundred and twenty-five 
men and women from every county in 
Ontario, and from other Provinces from 
the Atlantic to the Pacific, made appli­
cation for the circular of instructions on 
this important subject.

A great many slated that they had not 
time to give the bees attention because 
their busy time came at the same time as 
the heavy work on the farm. The solution 
to this difficulty is to have plenty of store 
combs and supers. Stack these on the 
hives from time to time as needed, and 
systematically keep the bees busy and 
contented, so they will not think of want­
ing to swarm, then neither the “old wo­
man" nor the old man will be worried 
getting the swarms down from high tress 
or seeing them go to the woods.

The wintering problem needs to be jus1 
as carefully studied. No colony ever dies 
without a definite cause, which should be 
carefully sought out and prevented next 
time. Plenty of good stores, good queers, 
warm packing, shelter from winds, all these 
and many others are factors in successful 
wintering. If the bees are always pre­
pared for the hardest kind of winter they 
will get through the easy ones all right.

Prospects are right for prices this year 
as the markets are bare and honey has 
become a staple which dealers look for 
regularly.

[We have pleasure in reproducing the 
above report of Mr. Pettit. The statis­
tical tables accompanying the report we 
have omitted for lark of space. We 
highly rommend Mr. Pettit’s suggestions 
on feeding and wintering.—Ed.]


