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A MESSAGE FROM THE MODERA-
TOR OF THE S8YNOD OF TOR-
ONTO AND KINGSTON.

Dearly Beloved Brethren: As Modera:
tor of the Synod of Toronto and Kings-

ton, I feel constrained to address to you -

a few words of earnest entreaty concern
ing the work entrusted to ue as minis-
ters of the Lord Jesus Christ, It is the
greatest work given to men to do, be-
cause so much depends upon it for
time and for eternity, It affects in the
deepest way the present conditions of
men as well as their eternal destiny.
And our opportunity of accomplishing
it is ever esoaping out of our hands, so
that we must redeem the time as it flies.

And just now when we are laying plans
for another Winter's campaign it is well
that we should take counsel with God
by keeping clearly hefore our minds
that he enjoins upon ns. Our commis-
sion never changes; “Go ye into all he
World, and preach the gospel to every
creature. He that believeth and is bap-
tized, shall be saved; but he that be:
lieveth not shall be damned.”

And that's a commission to be econ-
sidered deeply. to he prayed over earn-
estly, to be understood perfectly, and to
be caried unto effect tharoughly so that
we can say like Panl, “T determined
not to know anything among you, save
Jesue Christ and him crueified.”” *“We
preach Christ crncified, unto the Jaws
a stumbling block, and unto the Greeks
foolishness: but unto them which are
called, both Jews .and Greeks, Christ the
power of God and the Wisdom of God.”
“God forbid that T should glory save in
the erops of onr Tord Jesus Christ,
whereby the World is erncified unto me,
and T unto the World."

That flashes its light on all interests
within the bounds of human life. Tt
leaves nothing unsunned. Tt quickens
all it touches, Tt is the power of God
unto Salvation to every one that believ:
eth. to the Tew firet and also to the
Greek. Whatever other subject may en-
gage our attention, this must always be
the chief. This is the weapon by which
the minister of Christ conquers, This
blast brings down the walls of Jericho.
This sounds the sure note of victory.
There is no source of power like the
gospel of the grace of God. That finds
ont men, reveals them to themselves and
restores them to God. Tet every pulpit
rinz with the good news of great joy
tn all people.

Tn preaching our dependance must
not be on our skill, or learning, or logie,
or persnasive grace, but on the Holy
Snirit of God. We must use every pift
with which we have been endowed, bnt
trust only in the Spirit of God who mak-
a5 the word effeotnal nnto Ralvation,
Tet us honor the Holy Spirit in all our
work.  That sld direstion needs to be
reiterated to us: “Tarry ye in the oitv
of Ternealem until ve he endowed with
power from on high,” Do we not ton
often on forth without this endowment?
And that acconnts for our fraitless toil.
We take nothing. He that winneth

Bouls is wise., We ought never to go
unaccompanied—the Power of the High-
est ought to attend us. How significant
was that action of our Lord, when he
said to his disciples, “As my Father
hath sent me, even so send I you. And
when he had said this, he breathed on
them, and saith unto them, Receive ye
the Holy Ghost.” In this lies our strength,
do not let us ehrink from availing our-
selves of it.

We must be men of prayer. Let us
cultivate a spirit of believing, earnest
prayver in ourselves and in our people. We
hear much today of prayer being a lost
art, and that is because our luxurious
oonditions make us indifferent to pray-
er. Our family altars do not smoke with
this sweet incense; Our weekly church
prayer meetings languish, and in many
cases are ready to die; and our indivi-
dual members are not outstanding as
mighty in prayer. Btill there is a sav-
ing remnant.

And when we listen to prayers as they
are offered we are impressed by their
want of the recognition of God’s character
which lies at the base of all prayer, and
also their want of reverence and ave,
and humility and confession of &in *nd
earnest and prolonged pleading for mer-
cy. How little adoration enters into
them! Prayer has largely degenerated
into brief business talks with God as an

equal. And so has become mot prayer
at all. Our standards inform us what
prayér is, and we shall be greatly ad-

vantazed if we return to the old naths.
Tf we think as our fathers did, on the
Holiness and Majesty, and Righteous-
ness, and Mercy, and Love, and Grace
of God—we shall pray like them, and
experience an enlargement and an en-
richment that shall gied us with a won-
drous force, and an impressiveness that
will endure. Oh that the nraying passion
wonld possess us as it did the people
of India and Wales! How it {lluminat-
ed them as to their sin and need. How
sweetly it carried them to Christ, and
made them one, through the pardon and
peace and power they received,

Our work among the homes of the peo-
ple must not be neglected. Our time is
a busy time, and very few spare hours
are given to the eulture of the inner
life. Reading and meditation and pray-
er and fellowship in heavenly thing
shonld have time given to them. We
must insist on the members of the
church taking time to be holy. What hin-
dars?  They can find time for social
pleasure, or intellectual improvement, or
worldly advancement—And why nnt for
religions exercises, and the unbnildine
of a Christian character. Tt i= ours to lead
them into paths whera Christian virtue
flourishes and fills the hearts of her
votaries with delicht and contentment.
Tt is nurs to care for the sick, the stran-
ger, the noor, the troubled, the children,
the azed—All en that through us they
may feel the hand of Christ upon them:
and looking nn cee h’s face.

May we all follow in the footsteps of
him, who eame with this single purnose
tn nccomplish—to seek and to save that
which wae lost, And may we never lose
vicht of the fact that we were “not re.
deemed with corraptible things. ke
eflver and oold, but with the presions
Wand of Christ as of a lomh withont
Beamish and withont snot™ “Tn him
we have radamntion thransh his blond.
aven the forrivnees @f Sing” That fant
vealized by ns eives ns ennfidence, and
investe our worde with ennviation, and
gnes far tn seoura tha conanest of sonls.

T am yours in much respect.

James A. R, Dickson.
Galy Sept. 7.08

CALL FOR PRAYER.

The i sing place of missl in
the thought of Church is one of lh'
most significant and hopeful signs in
the religious and sooial life of to-day.
That which was moet important in the
thought of the Master and constituted the
subject of His great commi-sion to His
Church should not hold a second place
in the thought of Christian men.

The Laymen’s Missionary lovement is
an expression and evidence of this great-
ly increasing interest and the men who
have felt the inspiration of this Move-
ment are anxious that others should re-
ceive like help and inspiration. To this
end the Canadian Council of the Move-
ment, in co-operation with the Executive
officers of the Mission Boards of the dif-
ferent churches in Canada, realizing the
imporwwe of uu laymona upnt of the
work, Is 's Mi
Cmrpdgn from Scpt. L!th to Nov ut..
next, ed in
its object, oondmnhl in its extent, and
broadly interdenominational in ite organ-
ization and fellowship.

Tt has already been decided to
for meetings at the following important
centres,—Halifax Sydney, New Glas-
gow, St. John, Montreal, Ottawa, Kings-
ton, Toronto, Hamilton, London, Sarnia,
Stratford, Winnipeg,

Moose Jaw, Oalgary, Edmonton, Van-
couver, and Victoria, To these central

will  be
is expected to touch every congregation
in the land. Arrangements for the meet-
ings in each centre will be under the
charge of a local committee, The pro-
gramme will include conferences on the
most important phases of mission work
both at home and abroad. A Laymen's
missionary dinner and other meetings of
a character to lnmt snd lnlpln overy
class in the
at each centre will include l(r b & Ounp-
bell White of New York, General Secre-
tary of the Laymen’s Missionary Move
ment, and other missionary experts, a
number of our leading Canadian laymen .
of the different denominations who will
journey Bast and West to attend these
meetings, our missionary secretaries and
returned missionaries, leaders in their
respective churches,

Everywhers the proposal to hold con-
ferences is welcomed and other places
are urging to be included in this cam-
paign. Tt will not be possible to com-
ply with all requests but the Council
will do its utmost to respond to these
oalls.

This campaign is the most remarkable
ever planned in this country in the in-
teredts of miseions.

The work is not man’s work but God's.
The success of the campaign depends
on the presence and guidance of the Di-
vine Spirit not only in the meetings but
in all the p\mninq. in nhoodu places
for ti for
di i and in ing the interest
and attendance of the men whom God
can nee in thh great work.

The O Couneil

peals to all Christi both mini
and laymen. to make these meetings,—
the layman’s Missionary Movement,—
and the miesion work of our Oanadian
churches, the special subjest of both
public and private prayer until the close
of the meetings. “In evervthing by
praver and supplication with Thanks-
viving let your requests be made known
nata Aad, . The effectual fervant pray:
er of the righteovs man availeth mueh.”

Brethren pray for us “That our labor
be not in vain in the Lord."




