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^"? .^""ie.^as stretched lifelcps upon the soil, and herheartrending shrieks htilled forever.

Fiom this moment Tom was no longer human. He had onlyone impuse and that was destrui-tion and mu.der. He was thirst

I^Li'^LK^ :-
'''"1'^ ^''^*' ""^'^"^ ^h« ^"^•'•« humanl<ind to

hi in n V""'. 'T'^ ' ^"^ '^ '^«>barous as to impose work uponh;.m, m order to dcHtroy it at one blow as he had destroyed his two
sisters, Elizabeth and Annie. "^

Dishevelled, haggard, terrible, he was considering his secondvictim w.lh a furious rage, and seemed to enjoy this horrible con-templation, when a sudden thought recalled him to hS infamous

on Je!"
^^''"^^^ ""^ ^^''^*'° ^"^ ^''^'''^' '"'^'^'^ ^^^^"g^ ^'^ brain

Ho raised his head as would a tiger disturbed over its nrev byan unexpected noise.
",ci hb piej oy

Tom was surprised to hear strange sounds coming from thehouse only a few steps from the scene of Ihe butchery
Helen and Patrick had witnessed the flight of thc'ir sister Annieand had .een Iheir big brother strike her down as she ran
Poor children I Terrorized, and moved by the supremo instinctof self-pieservalion they had hastily tried to barrieade^hemselves inthe house by piling articles of furniture together in the vain hopeof escaping the ferocity of the murderer. ^

brute^
'^'*'' ^^'"^ """'^^ ^^^^ ^^'^ """"^^^ ^^® attention of the fiendish

Poor Helen! Poor Patrick
! They had seen Annie fall underTom's blow, and seeing the fury of the murderer, wTeaftaid toshare her fate. The unhappy children did not want lo 3 e and

?o a'arthfm'.'''*''
''^"'' ""'^^^ '''"''''''' ^^''^ "-« beggrngTom'

Vain efforts I The brute had tasted blood and was beyond control

iSIexpe'ctrdly/'"''^
^' ''^"'^ ^''"^^" ^° '''' ^««^-' ^^^^h Si

;'Open the door," shrieked the fiend, with a horrible curse.The two children crazy with fear, held to each other with the

-m!."^;! 'z^r' '"'^ '''''' ^"•''^ ^'«^'^ p«- their pi;^ b>':

Unhappy children 1 Mercy! Why mercy I

fl,n H^!!''
•^''"'^

"^fJ
-^^"'"^ impatient. The resistance shown bvthe door increased his exasperation. Ho retreated one stopTftedhis murderous axe and struck the door with all his strong V

.u T-M ^°T ^f\ ^'^^ * ^'"'^t®'' noise over the frail obstacle thatthe children had placed behind it.
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With a violent kick Tom scattered what lay in his way andpenetrated into the bare room.
^ ^' "

Instinctively the two children separated and t\^ nn^h in Hnopposite corner, as if they were trying to gain time bydividing


