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PREFACE

nirDrise It b hoped, that whatever other faults may ef\*^

re folloMrtng pages, their obscurity wOl be thought to

arise from this fact. . , . ,,

?T.e Europeans found that immense tflfo^ J^"^^
«^^

between the Penobscot and the Potomac, the Atlantic and

?he Mississippi, in the possession of a Pfopl*
^^Jj^eTs?

from the same stoclc. In one or two poinU of this immense

Sda^. toeir limits may have been a litUe extended o

cSS by the surrounding nations ; but such, in general

J^t w« the extent of their territory. The generic nmne

of thU people was the WaeaMfiWii. They w«e to»d *iow-

ever. of c^ing themsel^f^fthT^Lenni Lenape " which of

Usd sig^fles an " unmixeApeople." It would far exceed

the infSmaUon of the author to enumerate a moiety of

£e coSiniUes. or tribes, into which this race of beings

w^ subdivided. Each tribe had its n^e. its chefs, its

huntina grounds, and. frequently, its dialect. Like the

^eudaTprSces of the old world, they fought among them-

selves, ^d exercised most of the other privUeges of sover-

eicntv. Still, they admitted the claims of a common origin,

aSar language, and of that moral interest, which was so

?J MuUy3 so wonderfully transmitted through their

traditions. One branch of this numerous people was seated

on a beautiful river, known as the " Lenapewihittuck,"

where the " long house," or Great CouncQ Fire, of the nation

was universaUy admitted to be estabUshed.

The tribe that possessed the country which now com-

poses the south-western parts <>' New Engird and that

portion of New York that lies east of the Hudson, and the

country even much farther to the South, was a mighty

people, called the " Mahlcanni," or, more commonly, the

" Mohicans." The latter word lias since been corrupted by

the English into " Mohegan." .,.,.. ,, „

The Mohicans were again subdivided. In their collec-

tive capacity, they even disputed tjepoint of antiquity

with their neighbours, who possessed the "long house ,

but their claim to be the " eldest son" of their " p-and-

father " was freely allowed. Of course, this portion of the

original proprietors of the soU was the first dispossessed by

the whites. The few of them that now remain are chiefly

scattered among other tribes, and retain no other memorials

of their power and greatness than their melancholy recol-

lections.


