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MR. SOFIANOPOULOS: Mr. Chairman, Fcllow Declegates: The

Greck Delcgation desire in the first instanco to placc on
record thelr scnsc of deep sorrow at the tragic loss of
Presidont Roosevelt, the grcat man whose constant efforts
were dirccted toward fulfillment of the ideal of general
security. Assuredly, his absence is for us all a most gricv-
ous blow.

Wo were privileged to listen at the opening session to
the encouraging words of President Truman as he assured the
Confercncc of his support, and to reccive a no less heartcen-
ing assurance from Mr. Stuttinius

It was with satlsfaction that the Groeek Govornment took
cognizance of the Dumbarton Oaks Proposals, as completed at
Yalta.

They welcomed with deoep gratification the gesture of
the sponsoring powers in convecking a conforence of the United
Nations in this city, end they accepted the invitation to the
Confercnce in g sgpirit of confidence and of high hope.

No one, I venture to think, will be surpriscd at their
roeadiness . to partlicipate 1in thoso dellberations and to con-
tribute their every thought to the creation of a better world
order, in which aggression, and the ways leading to aggression,
shall bo given no oncouragunent end shall have no possibllity
of success.

The attitude of the Greck Government is not duc solely
to the unpreccedented tricls--mnoral and physical--cndurcd by
the Greek pcople during the long dark years of encrny occupa-
tion; nor again is 1t dilcteted solely by the strong inpulse
which an age-long tradition, originating in the amphictyonic
councils of classical Groucc has implanted in the conscious-
ness of the Greek people.

There 1s o more immediote and less cemotlonal motive: the
unequivocal .devotion of the Groeck Government and Greck poople
to the ideal of international collaboration and their belicf
in the possibility and tho nocessity of creating o genuine
internatlional cormunity gevernced by a set of rules of inter-
national conduct.

That we do not intend moraly to pay lip-scrvicc to this
ldeal is amply proved by Greecc's long record of falithful
observance of, and respect for, thc criteria of contcemporary
1ntornatlonel law. We venturc indOud to assert that during
the past quarter of o century Grecce nore than any other

164 5=

W.L.M. King Papers, Memoranda and Notes, 1940-1950,
MG 26 J 4, Volume 340, pages C234382-C235384

PUBLIC ARCHIVES
ARCHIVES PUBLIQUES

CANADA




