Lawyers named Q

By JOHN STEWART —— Heather, Ronald Stauth and

Lawyers from Mississauga
who received the title Queen's
Counsel this week believe that
.the designation is an
honorable tradition that
should be continued.

Three of the 122 lawyers
honored in the announcement
by Attorney-General Roy
McMurtry were from
Mississauga. They are Robert

Michael Weir. . e

Weir says he was surprised
by the announcement, es-
pecially in view of his past
work for the Liberal Party.
One of the main criticisms of
the title has been that it is
more of a reflection of
political leanings than an
award for good service.

At the recent annual

meeting of the Law Society of

Upper Canada, a resolution

was passed asking for aboli-

tion of the practice of
5. The bench

ding €
40 lawyers who make policy
for the society, will consider
the question Jan. 16.

“It's quite an honor,” says
Weir, who found out that he

! had been named by reading

about it in The Globe and

HAPPY FACES

Mail. The Mississauga lawyer,
who has practiced in
Cooksville since he began his
legal career in 1960, applied
for a QC two years ago.

“I had no indication I would
get it,”" he says. “1didn’t even
receive a reply saying my
application had been
received.” g

“It’s a prestigious thing and
something I think should be

l WA

5

Painted faces were happy faces at Happy Faces Day and compares private costs to public on page 17. Left to
Care Centre when The Times visited this week. Bettie right are Sean Montgomery, 5, Andrea Beatty, 5, Troy
Bradley examines what's available in day care service Howelle, 4, and Robin McBride, 4.

(Times photo by RON POZZER)

Judge can't comment;
secret reports filed

By JOHN STEWART

Judge Ray Stortini has told
city lawyers that he cannot ex-
pand on his statement that
further investigations and
hearings in connection with
the city hall judicial in-
quiry are clearly warranted

At a recent meeting, the

Non-strikers

may be fined

By SID RODAWAY
Twenty-five of 180 inside
postal workers in Mississauga
who returned to work before
the end of the recent 43-day
strike may face fines of up to
$200 or more by the Canadian
Union of Postal Workers
Lou Murphy, president of
the postal union local here,
told The Times a final deci-
sion about what to do about
postal workers who crossed
the picket line will be made at
a general membership
meeting on Jan. 18 at the King
Edward Hotel in Toronto.

There is strong pressure
within thé%ocal, according to
Murphy, to impose some form
of penalty against those who
returned to work before the
strike was over. One proposal
calls for union membership to
be suspended and returned
only lafter money earned
while at work during the
strike is handed over to the
union executive.

Murphy predicted the fine
against-those who ignored the
strike would probably run to
abotit $200 per person.

The decision reached by the
local will have to be confirm-
ed by the national leadership
of the postal union and strong
penalties are being, en-
o

The union’s Ontario direc-
tor, Arnold Gould, says that
locals should not be too soft
on those who crossed picket
lines. “I don't like to see
anybody outside the union,
but I have no respect for a

Continued on Page 2

judge told city solicitor Basil
Clark and solictor Robert
Montgomery that he was no
longer inquiry commissioner
because of the Divisional
Court ruling which found the
inquiry was illegal.

‘‘He told us he would say no
more about any of the
procgedings,” Clark revealed
at Monday's city council
meeting

The judge has deposited the
confidential reports which
came into his possession as a
result of the inquiry with the
clerk of the peace at the
University Ave. court
building, where he has his of-
fices

Judge Stortini said the in-
formation would be available
upon the request of the
attorney-general's department.

“But the judge refused to
disclose anything to me or to
Mr. Montgomery,”’ Clark
stressed.

“We're no further ahead
now than we were six months
ago,”’ said councillor Caye
Killaby. This latest informa-
tion - was typical of the
“veiled'* operation which has
surrbunded the inquiry, Mrs.
Killaby claimed.

Council decided to spend
tax dollars without knowing
what it was getting itself into
and pow that the inquiry is
winding up ‘‘we don’t know
where we've been, where
we're going or what it was all
about,” she added:

The expense of the inquiry
cannot be justified to the tax-
payers because no informa-
tion has come out, she said.

Clark said he could follow
up an earlier request of the
attorney-general, if council
wished, and have the province
try to clarify Stortini’s call for
further investigation. Coun-
cil's only alternative now is to
press the attorney-general, he
said.

Councillor Ron Searle said
Judge Stortini was just as un-
qualified to make statements
when he wrote the letter con-

taining his controversial state-
ment about further in-
vestigation as he is now.
Searle said Stortini should not
have written the letter “which
started this whole horrendous
chain of events.

“Now that this council,
which appointed him, -wants
some clarification, it's not as
easy to get information,”
Searle said”

He added that he had
“grave concern and regret”
that the Judge had decided he
should “write his report to
council after the inquiry was

quashed by the Supreme
Court.

Ward 3 councillor Chic
Murray, one of those against
whom allegations were made
as part of the inquiry, said he
was ' disturbed that material
from inquiry investigations
was deposited with the York
county clerk of the peace

““The clerk is in a strange
position,”’ replied Clark. *“The
judge has asked hi be the
trustee of sorgefs Wlerial.”

Clark said ¢3¢
had called the inquiry, the

Continued on Page 2

given out,” says Weir, who ad-
mits he has no idea if there is
any official ceremony or
degree with title for the
honor. He feels the title
should be given to lawyers
who have “been out a long
time, been through’ the mill,
worked diligently, done a lot
of court work and served the
community, It's a good
honorary degree,”” he adds.
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‘I think these people
deserve some recognition for
what they've done and I
wouldn't like to see the prac-
tice discontinued.”

The majority of lawyers in
the province favors retention
of the award, Weir believes.
The resolution from the an-
nual meeting came from a
meeting which was “‘packed’
with younger lawyers who

s feel title an honor

have som® criticisms of pre-
sent legal practices.
Becoming a QC should not
be a “political thing,” says
Weir, ‘‘There probably should
be some changes in it ang it
should be restricted more.”
A resident of Mississauga
his egtire life, Weir attended
school in Lorne Park and Port
Credit. He is a past president
Continued on Page 2
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City ousts McCallion
from CVCA position

By JOHN STEWART

Councillor Hazel McCallion
says there were ‘“obviously
political reasons” behind the
decision made by council
Monday, in her absence, not
to reappoint her to the Credit
Valley Conservation
Authority

Mrs. McCalliond said she
didn’t know exactly what the
political reasons were. But
she did say she knew that
authority chairman Grant
Clarkson was ‘‘very concerned
about my presence’’ on the
authority.

Council decided with a
minimum of debate to
approve a motion by coun-
cillors Chic Murray and
Harold Kennedy, both of
whom served on council
earlier with Clarkson, to ap-
point Kennedy, David
Culham, Mary Helen Spence
and Hubert Wolf to the
authority. Culham was the
only new member suggested,
instead of Mrs. McCallion

She has been chairwoman of
the authority's pivotal water
management advisory board
for the last two years.

Mrs. Spence asked why it
was decided that one sitting
member would not be re-
appointed. ‘‘We put a
motion,” replied Murray

Mrs. Spence then asked that
the motion be deferred until
Mrs. McCallion could be
present. She was attending
the funeral of distinguished
Cahadian horticulturist
Minerva Castle: of Meadow-
vale

That motion was defeated
5-1, with only Mrs: Spence in
favor. The vote backing the
motion was also 5-1, with
Murray, Kennedy, Culham,
Ron Searle and Caye Killaby
outvoting Mrs. Spence

“I tried to put the conserva-
tion authority in a -prestige
position and get them to fulfil
their responsibilities,”” com-
mented Mrs. McCallion

“That's the thing that was
against me 1 guess,’' she
added

The Streetsville. councillor
said she had also been against
the Metro Toronto Region
Conservation Authority taking
over the CVCA's respon-
sibilities. She is no longer sure
the taxpayers could not be
saved a lot of money by hav-
ing the MTRCA take over
““The Credit Valley has been
cut back ‘in its financing so
badly that they're not capable
of doing the job

Mrs. McCallion said she was
particularly disturbed by the
aftitude of Clarkson and
CVCA general manager Harry
Watson whom she feels have
not pursued the special case
for a growth area such as the
Credit Valley watershed as
strongly as they should have
with the province

The logs.of technical staff at
the authority, another con-
troversial issue in which Mrs

McCallion was at odds with
Clarkson and Watson, has
meant that the authority
*Jacks the staff to do the job
they're required to do as
defined in the Conservation
Authorities Act,"” "Mrs
McCallion believes

She said she would abide by
council’s will and had no in-
tention of trying to have the
question reopened. Mrs
McCallion suggested the
ouster was ‘‘pre-arranged
because a typed resolution
was presented

Council” had every right to
make its decision when she
was not present, added Mrs
McCallion. “‘I've made my
contribution to the Credit
Valley Conservation
Authority, *ghe concluded

Mrs Spek said she was
shocked by council’s action
Political motivation was
“without a doubt’’ the reason

for Mrs. McCallion’s demise,
she said

Opportunism charge

levelled at mayor

By JOHN STEWART
Councillor David Culham
publicly accused Mayor
Martin Dobkin and Ward 6
ratepayer Roy Saari Monday
of opportunism and cynicism
in trying to undermine
Culham’s position on the ex-

tension of the Queensway
In a statement issued by the
councillor, he said a personal
letter from Saari to the mayor
which Dobkinplaced on coun-
cil's agenda ‘‘reveals far more

than Dr. Dobkin expected.
““The obvious familiarity in-
dicates closed door dis-
cussions between Mr. Saari,
the mayor and Mrs
McCallion,"” claimed Culham
Culham said the letter,
which Dobkin had retyped
and placed on the agenda
without Saari’s knowledge,
was an indication of an
“attempt to disrupt meetings,
to confuse debate and, in
effpct, to disrupt the delicate

thie city' “w(R7e s Thit was achieved ”

The Ward 6 councillor has
supported extension of the

Queensway from Dixie Road
to Mavis Road but not beyond
that. Saari and the mayor sup-
port the position that no
further expansion west of
Cawthra Road is necessary
“While I work openly doing
my homework, having
meetings to inform, not misin-
form people, attempting to
gain acceptance at the region
to stop the Queensway and
develop alternatiye strategies,
some people played dirty
games,” stated Culham. The
councillor said he was shock-
ed by the contents of Saari’s
letter and felt ‘‘some people
have some answering to do.”
Culham, who is considering
running ‘for mayor in this
fall's municipal election, was
particularly upset by a letter
from the directors of the
Glen Sharon Residents
Association supporting stopp-
ing the Queensway at Cawthra
Road.. The letter was signed
Seven of the 11 diréctorsof

Jdssociation. "Saari, presi--

dent of the group, had never

Not wearing seat belt §
saved life man claims

By JAMES BAILEY

If he had decided to wear
his seat belt last Tuesday
night, Peel cab’ driver Joe
Whitehouse thinks it might
have cost him his life.

Whitehouse, 27, the father
of two girls aged two and four,
had a knife.held at his throat
during a robbery attempt by
two passengers he picked up
at Squaré One, He escaped by
pulling out in'front of another
car at a stop sign and jumping
out before his surprised at-
tackers could. react.

How does he feel about On-
tario's new cumplflsory seat
belt legislation?

“1 won't wear them,”
Whitehouse replies. ‘‘Not
with people riding in the back.
I'll take the fine first.”

He said the two men who
threatened him ran from. the
cab after his escape. Five
police cruisers arrived within
two minutes-of hiscall and-of—
ficers tracked the two
suspects by footprints left in
the snow. They were both
arrested within an hour.

For Whitehouse, however,
it was the second attack in
less than two years of cab
driving. Last year he says five

men in his taxi threatened to
beat him up, but backed off
when he pulled one of them
out of the back seat.

“T feel the decision to wear
seat belts should be up to the
individual,”’ - he comments,
adding that most cabdrivers
feel it is a stupid law and im-
possible to enforce. By  the
time a police officer reaches
the door of a car he has pulled
over, the driver can slip on his
seat belt, says Whitehouse.

A police spokesnian conced-
ed it will be difficult for of-
ficers to spot drivers who
haven't buekled up. It is likely
that most charges will occur
when officers spot cars
without seat belt assemblies
which they know have been
installed as original
equipment.

Under Bill 27 it is an
offence not only to drive
without buckling your seat
belt-but aiso toremove the
seat belt assembly installed in
your car. as origipal

q This
to the Highway Traffic Act
was given Royal Assent Dec. 1
and came into force Jan. 1.
The ministry of transporta-
tion and communications has,

however, requested that local
police forces issue warnings
instead of summonses for a
grace period of one month
Under Section 152 of the act,
fines rangé from $20 to $100.

The law requires every
passenger to wear the com-
plete seat belt assembly, so if
you make a habit of wearing
your lap belt but not the
shoulder harness you are still
liable to a charge.

If you are of a size, build,
have physical characteristics
or a medical condition which
prevent you from wearing a
seat belt, you must carry a
certificate from a doctor in-
dicating the period of time the
situation will continue.

If an unbelted passenger is
over the age of 16 years, he or
she, not the driver, wili be
charged. If the passenger is
between two years of age, and -
16 the driver is responsible.

‘Thus, a mother who takes her —

three-year-old infant into a
friend’s car not equipped with
a baby safety harness, the in-
fant must be buckled into the
adult seat belt assembly to re-
main within the law.

“Our studies have shown

Continued on Page 2

sent the letter to him, Culham
claimed

The councillor said the Glen
Sharon.group had never sup-
ported termination of the
Queensway at Cawthra in
briefs submitted to the city
When Culham saw Saari's
letter on the agenda he had
several detters. from other
ratepayer groups in Ward 6
supporting his position put on
the agenda as well. He feels
the majority of Glen Sharon
ratepayers may also support
his position.

“‘Some people have some
answering to do for some of
the work which went on
behind the scenes,” Culham
told couneil

There was little comment
from other councillors
(Dobkin is on holiday.)

Councillor Mary Helen
Spence said she was in-
terested in hearing the views
of all the ratepayers on the
Queensway issue on which she

saigrshe had to make an im-

portant decision

Peel Cab driver Joe Whitehouse was robbed by two men ing a seat belt he wi

~action
“the letter that we haven't said

Saari said yesterday after
hearing Culham’s statement
that it was ‘‘quite an
emotional outburst.”” He said
néither he nor the mayor were
being cynical in their opposi-
tion to the Queensway exten-
sion

“My posits'n has always
been quite plain,” continued
the Glen Sharon president
“I've made an honest attempt
to have an evaluation of the
Queensway made on technical
grounds.’

Although he did not know
the mayor had put his per-
sonal letter on the agenda,
Saari said he didn't. mind the
“There’s nothing in

publicly,” he explained
‘“There was nothing
nefarious in the letter to the
mayor,”" added Saari. ‘“I'm
quite concerned that Dave
(Culham) would get
emotional about this. We've
tried to do it on the basis of
Continued on Page 2

Mrs. McCallion was doing
an excellent job as
chairwoman of the water
management advisory board,
according to the Ward 2 coun-
cillor, But attempting to bring
issues _before the authority
members which she felt were
of concern and expressing
criticisms 4n the press “gets
you into trouble,”” added Mrs
Spence

“I ~sometimes questioned
her methods which were
harsh at times, but she did a
wonderful job," explained
Mrs. Spence. ‘‘Mississauga
will be sorry” that it will-no
longer have her represen-
tation, according to Mrs
Spence

She was critical of David
Culham for not discussing his
wish to replace Mrs
McCallion on the authority
with her. “‘And they.might at
least have been decent enough
and had enough guts to put it
(the motion) when she was at
the meeting,”" “snapped the
Ward 2 councillor.

Michele Steeves

Editor
appointed

V. J. MacMillan, publisher
of The Times, announces the
appointment of Michele
Steeves as- éditor of The
Times. The appointment
became effective Jan. 1

Ms. Steeves comes to The
Times from the Oakville Jour-
nal Record where she was city
editor for two years. Prior to
joining the Journal Record,
Ms. Steeves was a news editor
with The St. John's Evening
Telegram

Ms. Steeves graduated from
Memorial University of New-
foundland in 1969

ould not have escaped the cab and

last Tuesday night and claims that if he had been wear- one robber wielding a knife. Photo by ALEX KALNINS




