war movement.

by Jeannine Amber
As much as this is a military war it
is also a war of propaganda.

George Bush speaks of military
attacks, of success. of strategic
targets but makes no mention of
casualties.

Bush has made every attempt to
dehumanize this war. But we must
not forget that the fighting on
both sides of the war is being car-
ried out by young people whose
participation may be more the
result of force, misinformation
and circumstances than choice.

There are no names or faces for
Iraqi civilians, just talk of the
“*enemy’” and the mysterious**New

World Order™ that we are
supposed to be fighting for..

Clive Cohen
The number of protesters in front of the U.S. consulate increased
steadily with escalation of tensions in the Persian Gulf. Some students
from Toronto area universities are playing an active role in the anti-

More protesters join ranks

Many people won't start realiz-
ing what this war is really about
until men and women start com-
ing home in body bags. But by
then it will be too late — thou-
sands of lives will have been lost.

The invelvement of students in
the anti-war movement is crucial.
This is not a war fought by
mechanical troops but by people
like ourselves who deserve a
future.

George Bush says that he won't
let his troops fight with one hand
tied behind their backs. But both
he and Mulroney. by ignoring
opposition, have left the protes-
ters of this war with both hands
tied. The sanctity of human life is
at stake. And all we can do is to
take to the streets.

169S Ross.

(at Spadina)

Demonstrations, Rallies and Meetings

® January 21, 12 noon, Caroline Egan will speak on the lessons

of Vietnam. Check posters for room number.

® January 22, 12 noon rally in East Bear Pit

® January 26, 12 noon massive rally at City Hall

® York Coalition For Troops out of the Gulf meets every
Thursday at 4:00 pm. The group welcomes interested individuals.

® The Toronto Coalition for Troops out of the Gulf meets 7:30
every Wednesday at Trinity St. Paul Church 427 Bloor St. W.

Cyrano by F.W. Cameron
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Unity commission quizzes reps

Courtesy of The Imprint
University of Waterloo
Tht Spicer commission came to
Waterloo Wednesday morning to
ask students groups in Ontario to
help gather opinions from Canadian
students.

Kay McKinna, the newly ap-
pointed youth commissioner, began
her cross country quest to find out
how students feel about Canadian
unity.

The representatives of Ontario
student groups who gathered were in
agreement on what the barrier to
Canadian unity was: Brain
Mulroney.

“He's dismantled the CBC, Via
Rail . .. everything that held this
country together,” said a unidenti-
fied York student. **I really wonder if
this government wants a united
Canada.”

McKinna admitted that the com-
mission may very well be ** a white-
wash, but it's up to you students to
see that your point of view gets
across,” McKinna said. *What is in
this report is what Mulroney sees.™

One student even questioned the
handout, saying that she had seen
the same letterhead on Prime Minis-
ters office’s releases and should she
concluded that the commission was
biased in favor of the governmental
views.

The mood was generally cynical
and rowdy, with people pounding on

desks whenever Mulroney was
criticised.

While McKinna did answer ques-
tions, her purpose was to ask the
student representatives to organize
sessions with the new discussion kit
that premiered in New Brunswick
last week.

While McKinna wanted students
to use the kits and their fourteen
questions “fas a way of getting your
point across™, the kits will not be
available as of yet. They are being
fine-tuned after being criticized by
the media for being overly general in
their questions.

COLUMN

The dissent of (wo)man

by Sue Pennypacker

Choice. or lack of choice, is a subject
which I have talked about since the
inception of this column. Thanks to
the Gulf crisis, we are now faced with
another aspect of choice — the cho-
ice to serve or not to serve in the
military.

Traditionally, women have been
barred from participating in combat.
Many reasons are given for this
exclusion: women are the weaker
sex. women have children, women
are too emotional., women are
needed to keep the home fires burn-
ing. etc . . . All of these reasons are
based on stereotypes of women.

War is a macho thing and it is
thought that women are not tough
enough. Unfortunately, the West

- now feels that it is time for another

war. The United States media (some-
thing which we can’t escape) is show-
ing heart-wrenching footage of the
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WOMEN'S SELF—DEFENSE

learn to- ® recognize and diffuse difficult situations
® verbally respond to threats
® physically defend agaimst attacks

® mprove assertivene

S skills

Sat. Feb 2 & Sun. Feb. 10
9:00 am — 530 pm

$20

Call SHEACC to Register at 736-5500

Co-sponsored by Security & Parking and SHEACC

military exodus of troops to the
Middle East. This time, however,
more women than ever before are
involved in this military exodous.
I'm not sure if this is good or bad.

My feelings about women in the
military are conflicting. To begin
with. I don’t feel that anyone should
be involved in a military action.
Idealistic, yes, but I can’t help the
feeling that violence is wrong. On the
other hand, I'm forced to accept the
reality of the situation. The military
exists and violence exists. As such, 1
feel that women should be allowed to
serve in combat roles if they are wil-
ling and able. My fear is that women
serving in the armed forces may
become the norm and this could
make women victims of
conscription.

Voluntary participation in the mil-
itary is one thing; conscription
(forced participation) is an entirely
different issue. Men have historically
faced the possibility of conscription,
especially in highly-militarized
nations like the United States. This,
however, doesn’t make conscription
acceptable. People are forced to par-
ticipate in violent life-threatening
and life-taking activities. This is the
ultimate violation of choice.

Here in Canada, conscription has
not been as prevalent. Although it's
unlikely that there will be a draft in
Canada, it is certainly possible.
What if the Gulf crisis evolves to
such a point that more **bodies™ are
needed to continue the battle? Con-
scription of men and perhaps women
could become a definite possibility.

One point that can’t be ignored is

the fact that minorities are often
exploited in times of war. During the
Vietnam *“police action,” the men
who were most often drafted were
visibile minorities and economically-
disadvantaged and/or illiterate.
Men who came from wealthy or
influential backgrounds were often
able to get out of active service. Just
ask Dan Quayle.

Considering the way that women
have been exploited throughout his-
tory, it’s likely that women would be
exploited by a draft as well. Essen-
tially, the draft is an embodiment of
systemic discrimination which des-
troys the small amount of autonomy
that minorities possess. Women
would fare no better under a draft
than people of color and the
cconomically-disadvantaged.

War s ilic last bastion of male
supremacy. Although everyone con-
fronted with war is atfected, for the
most part, warfare is controlled by
men. It is the pinnacle of
paternalism.

The so-called experts make all of
the decisions and the people pay the
price. Assuch, I reject the idea of war
as a noble fight for justice and demo-
cracy. [ can’t even imagine a society
in which women, men and children
are military automatons.

Forcing people to participate in
military actions is ironic in that men
and women create new life and are
then asked to take it away. While |
can’t protest an individual's choice
1o go to war, I can certainly disagree
and I can protest the possibility of
conscription.

No blood for oil.

A CAREER IN ORTHOPTICS

| The Hospital for Sick Children Orthoptic Training
Program is currently accepting applications for

| ORTHOPTIC STUDENTS. Orthoptists are allied health
professionals who work with ophthalmologists to

| diagnose and treat patients with eye muscle disorders i.e.
lazy eyes. REQUIREMENTS: A bachelors degree with an
emphasis on science is strongly recommended as well as
excellent communication skills.

For further information or an application

please call (416) 598-5798




