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Members of York’s Gay Alliance 
unaware of this as they slid across the ramp 
at the Terrace roller rink last month, but 
they were celebrating an anniversary of 
sorts. It was at this time nine years ago that a 
fledgling group of gays from York 
strapped on skates on the very same spot.

Nowadays, there’s an unofficial gay 
night at the Terrace. But in the olden days, 
the York group was daring it alone 
"zap." That’s what they called it when the 
group would invade straight establish
ments downtown (and sometimes find 
themselves bounced onto the street).

"The first flush of liberation’’ is how 
Roger Wilkes, founder of the York group, 
remembers the feeling among gay people 
at the turn of the decade. The birth of the 
modern gay liberation movement had 
come in the summer of 1969, when 
hundreds of gays flooded the streets in 
Manhattan’s Greenwich Village to protest 
a police raid on the Stonewall Inn, a gay 
bar. The struggle for homosexual rights 
had been going on for a century ever since 
the 1860's when the Prussian penal code 
first included homosexual acts in its list of 
crimes. But never had the response to 
oppression been so dramatic as at the 
Stonewall.

Wilkes, an environmental studies 
student at the time, called the initial 
meeting of the York group in October, 
1970. Forty people showed up to name 
themselves the York University 
Homophile Association. The clinical label, 
homosexual, was rejected in favour of 
homophile because "the word 
homophile is derived from the Greek 
words homo, meaning same, and philos, 
meaning loving. The fact that this word is 
preferable—and rightly so—to the 
expression homosexual, isduetotheneed 
to convey that feelings toward the

do not merely involve sexual feelings 
but the entire complexity of feelings 
which we call love, i.e. feelings in which 
sexual urges play a part but which also 
include tenderness, respect, companion
ship, understanding, and much, much 
more."

Harvey Hamburg, a member of the 
Osgoode group, is something of a human 
dynamo in the gay community. 
Instrumental in the formation of a peer 
counselling service (Toronto Area Gays) 
and a community information line (923-
GAYS), Harvey is presently behindtheGay 
Community Appeal of Toronto which 
donates funds to groups and individuals 
serving the interests of gay people.

Some members of the group have 
continued exploring the potential of 
coming out beyond the acquisition of a 
new social indentity. "By coming out I 
broke with many traditions," states Arjen. 
"As a teenager I was a young Nixon 
supporter and actually attended an Anita 
Bryant concert in Madison Square 
Gardens. I was fascinated with power. But 

I question the power of big business, 
government and organized religion. The 
enemies of gay people are oppressing 
straight people too, making them 
passive.

He also discusses the paradox of 
freedom and liberation: "Being gay has 
been an asset for me. It's forced me to 
think, to become more independent, and 
self-assertive. Butthere'sthe danger in this
independence of forgetting how hard it 

to struggle, how horrible high school 
was for most of us. Many gays never 
recover after being thrown out of the 
house by their parents or beaten up on the 
street by punks. We still have to keep 
helping people to come out.”

Duane Anderson, coordinator at 
Harbinger, observes that students have 
found it easiertocomeoutastheseventies 
have progressed. "People are more 
relaxed about it today. University is a good 
place to come out in. The atmosphere at 
York is more stimulating than any place 
I’ve found."

Harbinger has been active for years in 
counselling individuals who are going 
through the oftentimes awkward and 
painful phases of coming out. Before 
moving to more cramped quarters this 
year, they offered space for weekly drop- 
in sessions for gay men and lesbians.

If York conforms to national statistics as 
it did in the 1971 YUHA survey, then 
upwards of 1,000 gay people attend this 
university. Obviously, not all of them are 
unified on campus. But for those living in 
residence or stuck in Downsview, groups 
like G.A.Y. can be an oasis.

John, a student in residence has not 
attended any gay events—weekly coffee 
houses, meetings, dances—since moving 
to York this term. He cites the usual fear 
that somehow word will get back to his 
roommates in the college. He also admits 
to being held back by stereotyped 
impressions of homosexuals.

Not that residence offersany alternative 
for him. "Though certain people are very 
flexible in their attitudes," he observes, 
“there's a general lack of respect for men 
who can’t maintain traditional images of 
masculinity."

Says Ian, who was frequently harassed 
for being "out” while living in residence: 
"Most gays are smart enough to know 
that it's difficult to be out and comfortable 
while in residence."

After Stonewall and Anita Bryant, gay 
activists continue to challenge liberal gays 
and straights with investments in 
established values and institutions. 
They’re concerned not only with civil I 
rights amendments but with defining a j 
distinct gay subculture. People like Paul 1 
Trollope, Roger Wilkes, Marianna 1 
Valverde, and Harvey Hamburg are I 
tracing a line that they foresee will j 
eventually replace the current battle zone I 
with a vital social membrane that ) 
nourishes both cultures. Ironically, their I 
task becomes more urgent as gays find 
increased freedom and protection among I 
themselves. As gays unify and gain power, 
will they legitimize themselves in terms of j 
mainstream values and customs and j 
regard their difference as merely a choice 
of sex partners? Or will they resist 
incorporation to explore human sexuality I 
and their barely understood uniqueness 
and use it as a voice in the creation of an 
entirely new social order? These are the j 
options that face York students as they I 
enter the next decade. !

Meanwhile gay groups at York continue 
to demonstrate that there is life beyond 
the 401. A record number of people have I 
turned out for gay events at York this year.
And though their forays into the city may I 
not be tinged with the same sense of 
adventure present in the early years, the 
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