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Another Year, Another Look

by M.P. MacKenzie

The Dalhousie Gazette has under-
gone a massive facelift since its
final issue last year. The Gazette
staff hopes the new format will
make the paper more readable and
enjoyable as well as visually more
aesthetically pleasing.

Those students who were not
here last year or those who have
forgotten what the old Gazette
looked like will notice a remarkable
change in the look of this year's
front page from that of the front
page we have pictured here. Where
the inside of the paper used to have
5 columns there are now four. This
was done to make the paper more
easily readable with less strain on
the already overstrained eyes of
. students.

The entertainment supplement
and T.V. Guide were fazed out last
year and have not returned. There
will continue to be feature stories,
and hopefully more of them, and
they will continue to be used as a
centre spread.

The changes in the paper are
meant to improve the quality of the
Gazette and are the result of much
hard work on the part of Bill
Westheuser, a design student at the
Nova Scotia College of Art and
Design. Last spring the Communi-
cation Design class at N.S.C.A.D.
submitted several proposals to
Gazette for a possible new layout.
Bill Westheuser's design was chos-
en by staff members and over the
summer months he put in long
hours adapting his design to the
peculiar problems Gazette faces.
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Old Gazette cover

The old front and back covers are
gone and the “news” on the front
page is now plainly visible to all.
Having fewer columns will hopeful-
ly shorten layout time for the
overworked and underpaid Gazette
staff, and getting rid of the old
boxed pages should make our
advertising more attractive both to

you, our readers, and to prospective
advertisers.

With a new visual look to the
paper it is more important than ever
that Gazette attract new and
enthusiastic staff members to fill
the pages with copy. As usual
Gazette needs staff and we are
making our annual plea to the
student body to come forward and
help out. This is your paper, you
pay for it, you read it (at least we
hope you do) and we'd like you to
contribute some of your ideas and
energies to it.

Copy is always in short supply so
any students interested in journa-
lism or even in just improving their
writing ability should drop into the
office and talk to the staff.
Reporters are always needed to
cover any one of the numerous
events that are going on in the
university community and the com-
munity as a whole. It is amazing
how much faster one can turn out a
term paper when one has churned
out stories for the Gazette on a
regular basis, ask any staff mem-
ber.

For those of you who are not
interested in journalism, or feel
uneasy in front of a blank sheet of
copy paper there are numerous
other jobs to be done getting a
paper out once a week. Business
oriented people are needed to
solicit advertising and help run the
financial end of the operation.
Artists are needed to help with
graphics and cartoons for the
paper, as well as with the actual
layout of the Gazette. Anyone who
can brush glue to a piece of paper
and measure straight lines with a
ruler is needed to help with the
awesome job of pasting down copy
and ads. The office needs to be
staffed during the week to take
messages and welcome new and
interested students and the editors’
class schedules often leave them
without time to sit around the office
to answer the phones, etc. People
who can read are needed to go
through the numerous papers that
come in the mail every day and find

. hew and interesting story ideas for

future Gazettes.

Publishing a weekly paper is
often an awesome task and the staff
of Gazette are full-time students as
well as hopeful journalists or what-
ever. With more staff members we
will have a better paper as well as
having less harried and cranky
editors. Please drop in to the
Gazette office and see what we're
up to. If it seems a little insane at
first don't worry - it's always like
that!

We welcome new staff, and hope
that all our readers will enjoy the
new design of the Gazette.

Housing Crisis

Cont’d from page 1

students polled said that they
would attend another University if
Dalhousie was unable to provide
housing.

Last year, plans were drawn and
-funding obtained for the construc-
tion of a residence high-rise,
between Howe Hall and the Dunn
Building. For unclear reasons, this
project has been temporarily scrap-
ped.

What solutions are there to the
housing problem? Clearly, con-
struction of new on-campus accom-
modation is essential. The Univer-
sity should realize that it has a
responsibility not to enrol a person
in Dalhousie unless it can provide

uitable accommodation or can be
assured that suitable accommoda-
tion will be found.

Housing Office, 3rd floor, SUB

Here we go again:
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Secret Paper

OTTAWA (CUP) -- The Council of
Ministers of Education (CME) will
meet September 9-10 in closed
session in Regina, and one of the
items on the agenda at the annual
conference of the provincial educa-
tion ministers will be the report of
the federal-provincial working
group on student aid.

The National Union of Students
attempted unsuccessfully last year
to include students in the discus-
sions and preparation of the report,
arguing that students should have
some input into student aid policy-
making.

But to no avail. The federal
government and all but a few of the
provinces listened with deaf ears,
and resisted a move by Alberta to
open up the talks to more than the
official representatives of the feder-
al and provincial student aid
bureaucracies.

The working grbup remained
closed, released no record of its
discussions or any materials for
public debate. The secrecy of the
group was violated only once, when
an unknown party leaked minutes
and other items to the student
press and student organizations
last November.

Now it is learned that the report
of the group to be tabled at the CME
meeting in September may never be
publicly released.

A CME spokesperson expressed
doubt that it will be, and said that if
any agreement is reached between
the provinces on the recommenda-
tions in the report, the CME will

Leaked

probably release a statement, but
not the report itself.

Meanwhile, there appears to be
some attempt being made to down-
grade the significance of the report
and its recommendations. Last
winter federal officials tried to
disuade NUS in its efforts at
securing student representation on
the group by saying the talks
weren’t all that important anyway.

Now, John Bonner, who repre-
sented Ontario in the talks, says
the significance of the group isn’t in
the recommendations it has made,
but that it ever met in the first
place.

“The working group was actually
the first occasion all the provinces
and all of the departments at the
federal |level involved in student aid
could meet off|C|a[ry and all in the
same room,” he said.

Bonner also indicated that the
recommendations of the working
group are very general, citing the
need for greater federal flexibility in
dealing with the provinces as an
example of the type of recommen-
dations made.

Whether this is true, or whether
the group was unable to reach
concensus on the major issues
facing it and has reduced the scope
of its recommendations, is not
known at this time.

And whether anyone other than
the handful of bureaucrats and
politicians who will get the report
will ever know the answer is to be
decided at the September CME
meeting.




