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piece of paper.

accompanying letter went on to say
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the price of censoring them.
Regehr fels confident his own

ch is accurate.

2 been told that External Affairs had

led to really tear strips off it (the book)
found errors,” he says. “In fact, they

't found those errors, and so they've

been very, very silent.”

Overall, Regehr says the Mulroney govern-
ment has continued the disturbing long-
term trend of supporting the arms industry
as a commercial venture — instead of one
designed to meet legitimate Canadian
defence needs. He points to a structural
weakness within External Affairs, as the
department includes both programs to
restrain military exports and to promote
them.

The Defence Programs Bu-
reau, for example, publishes a
glossy catalog of military pro-
ducts, offering foreign
buyers wares ranging from
plastic watercans to jet aircraft
and clothing for protection
from nuclear, chemical or bio-
logical warfare.

The bureau also arranges
trade fairs — which exclude
the public — for promoting
military products.

Another federal project, the
Defence Industries Productiv-
ity Program, has given out hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in
subsidies since its creation in
1959.

"The really high flying arms
dealers are not sheiks and sol-
diers of fortune, but middle
level bureaucrats in drab middle
level government offices,” says
Regehr.

But Regehr also criticizes Ex-
ternal Affairs minister, Joe Clark,
who went to Saudi Arabia to
hawk a fleet of light armored
vehicles to the royal family in
1986. By doing so, Clark gave
high profile support to sales of
active combat equipment in a
militarily sensitive area, to a
government which supplies
arms to Iraq and favours the
Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion.

In the rest of Arms Canada,
Regehr examines the economic
delusions behind the arms in-
dustry as a job creator,
and points to how relying on
American markets can under-
mine Canadian independence
in foreign policy.

In the final chapter, Regehr
proposes ten alternative export
policies the federal govern-

ment could adopt. The most
essential is to realize "all can-
adian military production’
should grow out of Canadian-
defined military needs” instead
of viewing the arms industry as
acommercial enterprise. Coun-
tering entrepreneurial rhetor-
ic, Regehr argues that no one
has a "right” to manufacture
and market weapons.

"Canadians
are not
without

choices.”

The ultimate entrepreneurial
irony was perhaps when British
troops in the Falklands were
attacked by British- made
weapons,

Moreover, arms exports
should be undertaken only on
a government-to-government
basis, consistent with Canadian
foreign policy objectives prom-
oting international stability.

Canada also needs more ef-
fective control over the final
destination of military goods
and must refuse them to human
rights violators. And there
should be a full annual public
disclosure and review of ex-
ports.

“Canadians are not without
choices,” says Regehr. "On the
one hand, this country has the
technical and financial re-
sources to become a strong
competitor in the race to make
the weapons of war widely
available in an unrestrained
global arms bazaar.”

“On the other hand, it has
the political and moral resour-
ces to resist dealing in weapns
for the economic fun of it.”
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Special Offer!!
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University of Alberta
Faculty, Students &
Staff Members
"EPSILON"

Personal Computer
PC/XT MS-DOS Compatible

® Flip-up metal case

" ATRIUM HAIR CENTRE

Special Student Prices
Paul & Shanti - formerly from Campus Hair
Centre have now joined us!
Kathy - formerly from Hot Razor
has also joined us. any o notavatavie
LOCATION:
New U of A Hospital
Ph. 432-8403
432-4392

© 135W CSA approved power supply
© 256K Ram expandable to 640K

© AT style standard keyboard

© 360K Panasonic disk drive

® Disk drive controller

o Parallel (printer) port

® Color or mono graphics card

‘® Motherboard with 8 exp. slots

® 10 Free Software diskettes of your choice

Built & Fully Tested in Albertal

Best Technical Support!

A + P Technical Supplies Inc.
the Computer Hardware Store

10370 - 65 Avenue, Edmonton
Phone: 434-8072

Open 9 to 5 weekdays
10 - 5 Saturday
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