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Popular Power spokesman at U of A

by Bill Doskoch
A description of life inside the

provided for students last Thursday
by the international representative
of Local Popular Power.

Popular Power is a collectivist
movement that helps administer
the one-half to one-third of the
country under the control of the
FDR-FLMN rebels.

Santiago Rodriguez, 40, has been
involved with Popular Power since
1980. He had previously worked for
the Christian Democratic Party in

based groups in the 1970s.

lar power movement have been
made by all levels of society, said
Rodriguez, who spoke through an
interpreter.

He singled out students for their
sacrifices.

“It is students who have offered
their lives,” said Rodriguez, noting
the 1975 massacre — where stu-
dents were killed by the army while
protesting the closure of a univer-
sity — as one of the tragic but
unifying events of the revolution.

One of the most important con-
tributions to be made at present by
students and others was develop-
ing treatments for the chemical
weapons being supplied to El Sal-
vadoran government troops by the
United States, Rodriguez said.

Two types of weapons were
being used: Invisible Fire and poi-
son cartridges, he said.

Invisible Fire is a mortar shell that
bursts 50 metres above the ground.
If its contents touch human skin it
causes mortal burns, he said.

The cartridges are fired out of
normal weapons. A person grazed
by a cartridge must receive imme-
diate medical attention or he is
dead, Rodrigues said.

A less lethal area of importance
to Rodriguez is education and
literacy.

He claimed that illiteracy rates
have been reduced to 20 per cent

rebel-held areas of El Salvador was

the 1960s and for various Christian- |

Contributions towards the popu- §

Salvadorans seek justice
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tors to the Salvadoran revolution.
in Popular Power areas, as opposed

to 80 per cent in govenment-con-

trolled areas.

Political education and “educ-

tion for productive work” are also
considered important by Rodri-
guez.

“We must make the people
understand why they are poor,” he
explained. “We don’t have many
schools but we have the will to
teach, even when the roof of the
class is the branch of a tree.”

Food self-sufficiency is another
important goal. Experimentation
with different crops and techniques
is constantly going on, he said.

When asked about the prospects
for a negotiated peace, Rodriguez
said: “We will not lose at the bar-
gaining table what we have gained
through our sacrifice. The only
doors open for us have been
opened by force. The only doors

Popular Power rep. Santiago Rodriguez says students have been important contribu-

opened for us by Duarte have been’
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bomb-bay doors.”

On goals for El Salvador, Rodri-
guez wanted “a just democracy
with a pluralistic government that
respects the people. We want to

eliminate illiteracy and have a*

society where people are not asleep
in ignorance and where those who
work the land also benefit from it.
That’s democracy,” continued
Rodriguez.

“But they paint us as Commu-
nists. We don’t come from the
Soviet Union, we come from
hunger,” he explained passionately.

In conclusion, Rodriguez said:
“Good luck in your studies, dis-
cover your own society and be
good to people. And thank you in
the name of the people of El Salva-
dor who are also discovering them-
selves.”
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For the price of a stamp. you can obtain full details of the comprehensive
C.G.A. accounting program. It's 2 home Stugy program designed for students
graduating from high school, coflege or university. For more than 70 years
the professional association known as the Certified General Accountants
has offered a complete program that can earn you the prestigious C.G.A
accounting designation. Employers recognize the professional status of
individuals who have the C.G.A. designation. You will have an employment
edge with your sound accounting knowledge, combined with your demonstrated
ability, drive and initiative

The program allows you to specialize within the accounting field

For further information mail the coupon shown below Rk
to your C.G.A. office. Or call toll-free from A
anywhere in Alberta g
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! Certified General Accountants’ Association of Alberta '

1 101, 9924 - 106 St., Edmonton, Alta. T5K 1E2 )

i (403) 428-0689 Toll free 1-800-332-1078 : LHR
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< PLANNING A TRIP TO EUROPE? v
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( SAVE YOURSELF TIME AND MONEY R
WITH A EURAIL PASS OR YOUTHPASS...

Youthpass Eurail Pass
One Month  $380 15 Day $341 One Month $537
Two Month 485 21 Day 432 Two Month 734

Three Month 891
FREE LET'S GO EUROPE BOOK when you buy your pass at TRAVEL CUTS
TRAVEL CUTS EDMONTON TRAVEL CUTS EDMONTON
10424A-118 Avenue Student Union Bldg. University of Alberta
Edmonton Alberta T5G 0P7 Edmonton Alberta T5G 2J7
403 471-8054 403 432-2592
Open Saturdays THE TRAVEL COMPANY OF CFs )
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Inquire:
433-4491 ® 433-4492
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TOUR TO

Conducted by U of A professor and wife.
July 27-August 10. Experience the
hospitality of Japanese inns as you visit
the cultural centres of Japan.

Call 987-4977 evenings

(
GRE GMAT
(Graduate Records Graduate Management
Examination) Admission Test)

Accepting registrations now for GMAT & GRE
weekend test preparation classes.

: ¢ CALL CALGAR
Sexton :

CCﬂthS ’ 8am - 10 pm Shidents Union

CHANCE TO WIN
A WEEK ON CORFU
WITH EVERY EURAIL PASS!

|'® 4 TRAVELCUTS
& & Going Your Way!

Main Floor SUB @ 432-2592




