
t'A NA 1)1AN COURI1ER.

THE FIREPLACE
I1ts3 Orig in, I

LIF E in thec early cernturies of the iddle ages

was iived amtong much more primitive con-
ditions, and was of a niuch more simple
nature than that of these later timtes. In

those early days the house of man was more a
shelter fromn the onslaught of the rain and snow,
and a protection front the icy blasts of winter. Lt
consisted then of one great room, around, or îi-
mediately in connection with which, were stabied
thie four-footed animais of the establishment, ani
provided the sleeping accommodation for the men
and wornen of the household. At one end of the
great roomn was the open hearth, which, shedding
sinoke throughout the room, to combat the odours
incidental to the mixed population, fornied the
centre of thie family life and work, and was the
prototype of our miodern fireplace.

lt is interestîng indeed to trace the developmnent
of tbis primitive style of living, beginnîng with the
building of the miaster*s chamber above and behind
the hearth on to the complex requirements of the
miodern homne.

With tlhe fireplace itself, however, the first step
was dte addition of a hood above the fire, with a
flue <o carry off the smoke direct. Previously, a
simple hole in the roof had more or less fulfilled
<bis purpose.

Next camec the enclosing of the sides or jambs
to prevent side draughts, and it is this form which
remains essentially the sanie to the presenit day.

Relative In the early days the fireplace was
fImportance. large and grandiose. in keeping

with its importance in the life of
the famiily and the scale of the roomt of which it
w.aS dlit chief feature. Following naturally with
changinig conditions, the hearth of the great hall,
with its nianifold uses for heafing, cooking and
sociability, was replaced in the old New England
fari house by the kitchen fireplace andl oven for

and utiiity purposes, andi tht smialler and
itamnital htarths 10 supply warmnth and
>Cr in the parior, dining mom and bedmoomis.
ireplace of to-day being now no longer a
ï, even for heating, has become, to a large
siiply a source of social pleasure, and inl
,cte witli its lessening importance we find
5 often designed imerely as ant accenteti con-
-i of thie treatntient of the roomn. More par-

is <bis truc of the bedroomi and, pemhaps,
oom tmantels, tht living roomi being an exc-
for tht keynott of <lis roomi is, or should
îbulity, and tht firepiace <bus assumes, rela-
riore importance, and in tht country house
he cheerful blaze of the open fire seedis s0
ore in place we notice this particulariy.
igain, since gooti design shouli bce logical,
Id bear in mmid tht fact that in most sinail
wheme the pipcipal rooms average perhaps
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sixteen bv fourteen fcut, al is out of lace to build
a great fireplace, Mxiïch d\varfs the room. Where
Nve have large halls or r-ooms., large and ex en mtonu-
mental firepiaces are emsalu u e us lift our
voices against thoseý deige t rilwvav stations
andl to\\n halls, et ai., who gtve u- grcat cavernous
hgc;rths xxherein nu firc is ever , tilt but where

Bedroom lireplace witk the modiern coloniali spirit.

repose on the cold snecigar stulis and wxaste
paper. Let us cunsigu ihis mîisguided use of dt
fireplace ta the saine place as that of the white
glazcd bile whose purity dit landiord will nul permit
ta bie sullied by smoke and ashes.

Colonial In delicacy of scale and beautv of
Mantelat proportion, flice colonial mtantels

are the iost success fui. We illls-
trate two examples, une of muort modern feeling
thaý,n the other, but both expressixve of tht' colonial

sii.In the old designs the motive is alîoost in-
variahlv the I )ric or lonie order, xx ith columosii
much attenuated, frie7es wilened, and mnoublings
redttced tu sîcuder hunes of shado%\. 'lccurvicc

ole becomes a miere sheli, adorned with rc
1nxutildfings, stuaJI strings of peari-like halls. etc.

.Xpleaisant comibination somietimes used with tlic
lwColonial miantel is a gilded niîrror above,

stÀading on the shelf. 'This classic type is not cal>i-
abde of wide variation. It is usually finished ti

whî,with a narrow tite or marble facing. lBrick
15 not generally suiitalile for this pupsthoughi
somie ()f the thin Romian shapes, 1>uing mac ini
scale, are successful.

The Brick [n1 canîrast toi the delicate scale
Mantel. and beauitty of the Colonial mantel

we oftu tumn ta desýigns in other
materials, and of these, brick 13 pecrhaps the mtost
widely used, and thecre are iînany dlesignis in this
rougher material of muchel artistic inîecrest and
menit. Unfortunately, the average builder w\ho
hears tht wvords 'birick ijuel*" am once conjures

uip before his nind's yta horbl rection of Juil
red pressedl and i muuldtdl brick, soile uf wiChl seem1
ýo lie silil on sale. Thei(re is cosdrbtscolie for
desvin ubck rk anid ius passibilitics are often
ovrlkd. Wt reprint an inttcrestingL and originial
(lemin for a brick man(1tel. 11n itself a1 good example,
ils rout,13 scleagrtdStill More byV the coairse,

;ide joints, is not ini harmny wýith thc elicate pro-
portioni Of thte Jetails o)f tht rooml. An accomupani-

metof msieceiling beamis, rolugh plaster wls
andcors havy pan11elling wouild be mlort fittiugt,.

The colon of tht brickwotrk andili thtortar is a mlost
imlportant Point. There are 1manly varyýing shad1 1es of
bitek if yoit wiil onlyv go amind îhenî('11-plain hf
andi red bricks are flot the oilyN ones otnbl t

i1 a ftern effective to rake out the joints 10 a Jecpth
of thrre fourths of an inch, and somietimes,- if thtý
Jetai! of a roomi 1 er robuist, to niake the joints
thrce-quarters of an inch in wýidtîh.

Other There remains the rouigl stone
Typez. mantel whose vigour of design is

suitable for the living raomn of the
suiner c~amp or cottage, and appeals stronglyý !a
the lover of cliffs, Woods and out-of-deors. We
mnust be careful flot to miake the mnistake pointeti
out ini regard to brick, and place theçse in too meflned
situations, nom yet <o have theini look, as some do0,
more like a rockery in a park, than a fireplace.

P os s i b il1i tie s

i le,N y plaotk shelx e-. supporîied on corbels of sterne,
arc suîdie \antels cn.,truct<l niostlv or whoiiv
ofit iv r soiititties plcasing, and give a chance at
towu io \, ork in soiue ornamiental nictai work.
Metalhuod cani sonietîies bce used successfuily
\vîah this, and witlh brick or stont wurk.

Practical Several considerations mîust lie
Points. taken into accouint when placing

the miantel. The best place, if the
roomi is not tua narrow, is usually the centre of
'lie long side. The heat xviii diffuse îuicker front
this position, and, having in mmiÏd the social value
o f the fire, note that fewer peopîle cao gather round
the hearth when at the narrow end of a rooni.
l'readth of treatinent is casier to ohtaio if on the

long side. Unless a niche for shelves or scats (whîch,
hy the way, are seldoo3 very conifortable), is re-
quircd on each sitît of the l)rcast, it is hetter tu keep
it flush with tht wall, especially in a smnall house
where space is valuable. It is often a gondl idca
to huild a fireplace on the verandah, if it is to be
eoclosed iu winter, as is now sa often done, and in
building this, or indeed any fireplace, the miason
whien leaving the rough upenîng mîust allow for
the finishied lining which will bie put in afterward.
'l'le depth of the finished fireplace should bie at least
haîf il.- xxidth, and the flue area shottld lbe front a
twelfth bu a fifteenth that of the finished openiog.
When a tile facing is used, care should he taken
to xx rk tu the tile sizes, su tlie tile will not have to
1w tut and dit face thus mtade l)atchy. TIhe Wood-
wx rk of flie mnantel shuuld he rabbitted over the tilts

atbut three eigliths of an inch.
Thelî oajoritv of smnall house uoers have a pre-

dilectioni for huving stock nianitels. These practic-
allv neyer suat their suirroundlings. It is ohviottslv
out of place tu put aut oak mautecl in a romi trimmeà
xx oh plne, and vour rciJtcao nearlv always
design oio t ah ccaper and mo're effective bultiii
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A weIl-conccived brick de4in.

fireplace, if yau will allow hin to do su for you.
l'lie tnanitel shuuld always lie of tht saine Woad as
iithinn> of the room.

"F oif the great experimiental fruit farms in
0' n l u is that belon.gîig ta thie I)nke ai Bed-
foýrd ait \'urn, in licdfurd ,shire, auJ the thir-
teenthfl report has licen reeentlv issuc-d. Lt lias been

houthal the general resulît oif grassîig the
gnouud, cither by sowing seeti or repilacing the turf
aiter tht trees have been planteti, is tht arresting
i aIl sttnting of the branches. A lighl andi un-
hlîhylli character impartedti l the leaves is ont
(if tht 'first noticeable nesults ai tht action ai grass
u1poni trees. Ln tht case of thase that are feeling tht
full effect ai grass tht fruits are found ta, be small
aln(l il] tlevelapeti. Na malter what the tree înay
lie, whiether grown for ils fruit or otherwise, the
effect oi grass is mast perniciaus.


