
A FEW PAGES PREPARED TO MY LADY'S TASTE

A we
Bigness and Importance

ORD COLERIDGE it was, I think, who re-L minded an over-buoya nt orator who was dis-L .coursdng on the bîgness of the greatest Ro-Public that the countries whlch have playedthe most sIgnificant part in hlsïtory have been "lttIelanda." Lord Coleridge, referred pointodly to Egypt,Greece, Italy and England, and urged the necessltyfor con,»idering greatnese rather than blgne.ss. 0fcor l t sounds very Impressive t> talk of theimen expanse ýbetween the Atlantic and tePacific, and the many miles which stretch betweenthe 'fortY-ninth paraîlel and DawsonCity; but, afterail, there. Is something rather paralyzing about vast-les.- Have you ever -seen a picture of tee mountains,for Instance, whlch posse tee artistic fidellty ofa sketch of woodîands or a bit o!f sunflit pasture? ThemOunltalle, in thelr loftiest aspects, thé sea, In Itsstormiest mouds, are flot for more mortals to graspanld lnterpret We have become so accustomed, ontels continent, to the praise o! blgness, that we arelu danger cf assuming that it la Borne surpassingnational virtue which has glven us Lake Superioran the Rocky Mountains.
There ls a certain breezy boastfulness, which hasa Dîcturesque quallty of its own and adds tethe varlety cf dlnner-talk. We know of theinan from, Missouri, who ln!orrned the Eng-Ilislman tint the Thames would nlot make agargle for tee mouth of the Mississippi. Yettihe Tîber and the Thamnes, have meant more111 tlie history of modern clvilîzation than any

dtemo e New Worid, and the lîttie Ring-don o!f tee Netherlands has plnyed a part lInIDIioliar, War and art, whlch makes auchspaclous territorjes as Rusela or Brazil appear
au4e lrnen It la nlot necesary tu
priso e big country or the lmposing enter-i - e1UrelY 'to ho on the guard againat con-fusing bîgnesa wlth significance.There la evidence lateîy tint tee world 15"ather tlred o! Chines» gong meteods In busil

itan 8aoclety-tb:say nothing of religion
Ilbrgard te the latter, nothlng more de,W fl y ay of! satire than Professer Lea-s. Whilrl>ind Campaign" In his "Sun-b 'ne Sketches of a Little Town" has ever

ehealtn The "booms" whlch have bulît
astr wlishave nearîy alwaya reeulted dIs-osyfor the community, and the noisyYerds lntional life have not ýbeen the muaiproductve There la a certain dignlty aboutoetwhicli bestows a charm, un-

ha te e v Ous strlvlng. This contentment
a negLe teu nuch toi lncompletonessa adIo or5 ei xecution, wlth a consequent

(le 5'd Osteetion. Bgness la not to hoe lecbut it ta not an essential o!

A Western StoryA S a"le we Prefer uptlmiatjc to posasi-
nlteflCtion, and yet It la edl!yingATo

in ro alytoPursue tee chronicle of gracea tiblaios.Sucli a story la found attenc.se r 4 tale Of Our Canadian West. How-' exeIlg sl tfhe City 0of e hars a joyous end-cOurs e reai estate la fairly remuneratîve In teolisid au transfers, the narrative can hardlyele O te letlrely Oneýsded. The auteur le Missent, of a cty il ngBriihwoman, who Io nowaeseca Y htCouba Her puetry,
afairs le qultY, 1,d lier acqunîntance with nauticalsorcba "'e that it Ir, net matter for surprise thntb~oo re e,,, hould refer tu the wrifer as

ee Others
turies. The rnost repulisve man In the story la RajMundy-and here we are reinded again o! Dickeniand thaît dread!ul Hannibal Chollop. However. Roxh(Mundy la even worse thanl her father, and oniy ,woman writer could have made the detals of Roxie'imanners and murais su auperiativeîy dlsgustlngLîke the unspeakable King John, ns descrlbed in thiuld green-backed hlatory wlth which we werýacquainted In the daya o! childhood, the charactexo! Roxie bears no redeerning fMature. For the benefilo! our reador, we may state tint Miss Roxie camefrom Dakota, whlle the heruine, Frankie Walis,~although t h e
daughter of Eng-
11 i h settlers,
may fairly ho
cunsidered, a
Can-adian.

shows the foily
-nay, the cru-
elty--of leadlng
a young Eng-
lshman o! faily
broad education
tu expect that é1

are assured of the ultimate prosperity of the West,
byatBritish CnolumM(>a hwritere,etiswellYwtorthreandinug,
athough It cannot be called a notable work ofliterary art. It le nlt ail the trulth about the City o!Hope, but it ls a wholesome sIce, o! It.

LA Cessation in Muck-RakingCHEERING it la to notce that the magazines havepaused in their mad career of exposlng ailmanner of wckedness in hlgh places and lowplaces, and are disposed to allow us to be amused oredIfed for a few monthe, wth euch stores and articlesas are flt an exploltation of the seamy aide of exiýst-ence. At leat, we slould Infer that such is thefr kindlyintention, judging from. a few etray "popular"l issueswe have seen. No longer is the awful fate whchawalts -the girl toilýer in the large city impressed uponus on every occasion, no longer are the dark doingsof the political "boss" proclaimed by a pure-heartodcleanser of civie by-ways, It ls a 'genuino relief tobe able to pick up a magazine whch does flt dispayIn startling type on the cover the tItle of the latestmasterplece In muck-raklng.
There can be no worase iterature for the youngperson than that whlch deals eontlnually with theexposure of vice and vllainy. Youth la su ImpetuousIn Its Judgments thntit ls of the utmosit Importancethat the earliest deas should be those of hope andfaith, rather than of cynical disbellef. 0f course,,someone may object tint our periodîcals are not In->tended for the young person, and that mature minasshould be able to contemplate ail this corruptionwth more or legs benefit to the soul. But we,have a righ; -te consider the yuung reader-and In any eae, a steady course of muck-raking le bnd aven for the ederly Imagination.Exposure le often necesaary and desirable, butthere la nothIng more d1sdieartening thani theconstant dweling on the fallures o! humanity.Se>, we greet with gladness the silver aide cfthe shield, as It shows Its brlght surface oncemore. BRIN.

Rudeness in High PlacesRECENTLYl hap ed t be M og
son ls flot exactly the type u! huinan (?) frornwhomh to extrnct partculars relating to prîvatebusiness, questloned that "luncrowned King ofUlster" at a dinnor In London as to when hierumouroti wedding wae Ilkely to be. For thatls the sort cf Inquisition whlch ls altogethertoo common If Americans, Canadians lncluded,'are anxious te be thought to have any re-spect for the excellent if sadly Xleglecteddogma that mlnding one'a own affairs appîjeahere asec.

Now the shame of the questioner, accordingto hearaay, lay leus In the fact of asking thequestion than it dId In the fact of lier havlngbeon rouîndly snubbed. The chances are thatdrawlng-room talk woculd have let Mrs. Long-worth d<,wn more aoftly had the questlonedgentleman chosen te respond wlth confidencesconcerning his intentions.
The "HRe wu nt the sort of man youd feel lkei h quizzing'abo'uthimself," sal a vory muclia no wlser than average pereon ln ne of Vanf the Dyke's storles,' about an artiat. And thntpereon further excels In wisdom who abstainsfrom puttlng personal questions to any "sîngle" mem-ber of hîs acquaîntance, lncluding hie friends.Matrlmony la an intimate matter. Fow things aremore so. And the uncontaminated person ef good,breeding wlU refrain from. seeklng to exact know-ledge tee confiding of whlch would be a signalfaveur.

A story la Wold «f the exqulelte Beau Brtunmel,who, after hie fortunes ha~d suffored reduction, wasrecognzed In Paris by an Englishwoman beneathwbose wlndow ho happened te be paslng. The ladyevinclng extreme Interest In the somotime butterflyfriend of the King o! England, leaned patronizinglyforth from the casernent and Iflted the Beau teenter and "take tee' with her."Take ton," offnded tee hero as vulgar, te saynothlng of the mlsplaced enthuslaern. Sald ho: "Formyelf, I take a wnlk; but you, rnadarn, you take aliberty."
And that la the feeling In the normal bosorn whlehla probod tee closoly -about its private contents,thougli the Carson nub may fail thie biiaybody.


