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Mr. and Mrs. Pridham looked at her
with a lenient smile.

The prospect of their youngest
daughter becoming Lady Brismain
some day was soothing, and supplied
the link with the old aristocracy
which, in Laurie’s case, had proved a
missing one.

“If this wretched affair would get
settled,” Mr. Pridham said, “and give
us a little peace of mind, I daresay
mother and I"—he glanced at his
wife—“could spare something to help
you young people to jog along.”

Then he went across to Fen and
took her hand in both his.

“My dear,” he said, “you have had
more than your fair share of all this
misery. You have fought a gallant
fight and we must try and make it up
to you. T think Laurie has chosen
well and wisely, and we shall be
proud of you as his wife.”

He stooped and kissed her on the
forehead and then, still holding her
hand, led her to his wife. “Mother,”
he said, “give a welcome to our new
daughter.”

Agnes slipped quietly out of ‘the
room and up to her little Oratory. The
way seemed clear to her now to her
heart’s dearest wish; in imagination
she saw herself dedicated to the ser-
vice she longed to enter.

But first she wanted to give thanks
for the consummation devoutly hop-
ed for, just attained, and to pray that
the last shadow of dishonour over the
path of those so dear to her might be
dispelled.

As Fen and Laurie drove through
the London streets, on their way back
to the Cecil, some placards of the
evening newspapers attracted their at-
tention.

“CANAL MYSTERY SOLVED.
EXTRAORDINARY DISCOVERY.”
Laurie stopped the taxi and hailed

a paper boy running past.
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all is lost. Let him save himself
who can!”
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But it is not generally known that
Lord Acton authenticated another
saying of the Emperor’s on the field
of Waterloo. Napoleon, when the
allies could not be stayed, retreated,
and turning to his aide, said: “0Oh
these English, these English—they
are invincible!”

* ¥ *
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