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CHAPTER VIII.
An Open Verdict.

IERE ls a wàdespread belle! in the
truth of the saylug that "1mur>d-er
widl oui," -but lit la not a ibelle!
ii alw!ays or even oftena 3dstâtied,

thre iit of unsolved ulurder mrys-
's1 ns s long as jr. is alarmang. Nor
àere ire muchidouât that net a few
11S, u'eported as due ta naturai
es psrtioularly r.,> ",heat-falýlure,"
Ju meaUlty mu.rders.
hiele niust 'be somnethlng soon,"
Peggy Willoughbby bopefully to
Hiaurttou, as she bade hlm good-
Élhat Sumday af.emnocn, andi sie
Ut that some trace o! the mranu who
Ienled Sylvia Chase muust bu

,,core rpo'n by tIhe police or
ý5Sie irai een brougit up witb

utire idea that "inurder will

Len shre returrned te -tie drawng
tbis wss in bier mind, sud she

'lad the worrds to Hollander, wbo
Itly agreed witb bier.
1, yes," Ire .said readily; "aur de-
es are very clever, I believe;
villl speedlily ferret aut the trutb."
Un't imagine wbo can have doue
aid Colonel Wilaoughby, wholly
lied ln this, tIre chie! probiem,
Ited by the case. "Nor can 1 see
motive the murderer bad in de-
11g tire poor giri-that la what
mie ýcomplet-eliy."

doubt wiren the facts are
1,ad Holiander modcily, "it

e seen thnt there la very littie
ry about thre affaîr."

f acts, se far don't help us very
do they?"I

ire must be something soýon,"
eggy again.
à ve aîways t.bougbt travelling an
1lways was ýsa sate," said Mrs.
gbby, speaking tram. another
)f view, "but after this I shaîl
feel qulte comtartable unleas I
t proper escort. There is noa
'ulcatrion between tlrese ftrst-
,oIpartments except tram ont-
Whil you are lu aire of theur
fl't tell wiat is happeninglin thre
and lit inlglt ire inurder! Ini
abroad you au ese f roai oe
fltlireqt into anoliber."
t la a sateguard," said bier bus- t
Ile went on aseurlagly: "But t

tre very tew o! these murders t
as; at least, lIn Eugland, they c
ýeedingly rare. Rabbery bas ai- h
e the motive, but tire was d
of tire klud here. I carnot un-P

.d thre affair at ail! Howv un- d
L 1s tirat poor Sylvia Chase bed .b
fliy-an enemy who was deter- a
to kill lier, snd yet there must d
L'en some ane juat lîke that- S
fi Whbo sent that telegramn ta
Fie turned ta Hallander as hae

"neyer was so puzzled lu aIl la

SUMMARY 0F PREVIOUS CHAP-
TE RS.

P REVIOUS chapters Introduce
chiefly Max Hamilton, edi-
tor of "The Day,"P Peggy

Willoughby, with whomn Hamilton
is ln love, and Villiers Chase, an]-
other friend of Peggy'sI Ail at
supper together In London. Max
leaves hurrledly ta catch a nlght
train. Thinking of peggy he le
roused by "Ail Change" and turne
ta rouse a lady In the compart-
ment who, upon investigation,

turne out to be Sylvia Chase, sis-
ter of Villiers Chase-mysterousîy
murdered. Investigations are atonce begun by Su perintendent
Johnson, who, ta conflrm a state-ment made by Max H-amilton, Visita
Colonel Willoughby. Peggy beginsta recagnize the tact that she lovesMa X. A telegramn Is faund lnSylvia Chase's handbag sent fromCharing.Cross, and maklng an ap-polntment at Hampetead Heath
station.

hlm. They had heard the news, andi
now eagerly and excitedly asked him.
ta tell them the whole story. Before
lie could complY w.ith their request hie
was rung up On the telephone by tire
managing editar, who was still at bis
bouse, which was situated ln one of
the southeru suburbs o! the great city.
-Max had been ln communication wlth
hlm alrea 'dy, and they now arranged
that Max was neot to write out the nar-
rative, but ta dictate it, In the form. of
an interview, ta another meinber of
the-staff, and that a candensed copy of
this, sbould be sent to any journal or
uews agency that wished ta have Il *Max immiediately set ta work; and,
whule one man took down bis wards in
shorthand, the others listened.

"How lucky it was for yau," said
o)ne of the latter, "that you were able
ta prove an alibi, and sa qulckly! If
the constable or Superintendent, John-
son had ar.rested yau, yen mlght have
had noa end of trouble."$

M AX laughed a littie, but sald sab-
erly enougb, "it was very lucky
ludeed fer me."

"'The thing ta be done is ta find the
flan in the fur coat wba baught the
.wo tickets at Hampstead Heath sta-
jan-that la the Ireart of the mys-
ery," said the news. editor. He was a
lever Journalist, and ratlher prlded
dmself on belng a succestul amateur
letective, but, Iu the position hie oece-
led hie cauld nlot make any Indepen-
ent Investigation. That mustbe doue
y sanie other man. Hie looked at Max
ird asked: "What would yau like ta
o in connection with the case, Max?
hall I leave It in yaur hands?",
"«That is jest what I wishi," said Max.
After the story-in newspaper par-
nice it -,as a "great story" whlch was

et forth lu The Day-was lu type and
ad been revised, Maxrang up Scoýtlaud
ard and had a short conversation
lth Superintendent Johnson, who told
ni that hie anrd another detective had
een ta Sylvla's flat, bad gone aver
verythlug inii t, and satlafied tlten-
Ilves that it afforded theni absolutelY
chie.

'"What seenims ta me most renark-
)le," said Johnson, summlng up the
sults af bis second vlsit ta the flat,
s the total absence a! what mlght be
Iled purely persanual th4ungs. You
iuld thlnk tbat Miss Cha.se had nolends outside ber literary work.
here are na photagraphbs ta speak of,
Ld no letters of a purely personal
aracter. It la so strange tiret I ain
most lnclined ta Wonder If by auy
suce all such thIngs ba~d been re-
oved."
"You remnember that ber brother
id she was absorbed lnulier work,
d dldn't go very mrrch into socie-
Isaid Max.

"I know lie sa4d se, but stIl Items unnatural for a young and i

lily la very strange
Pasily, "but wben
explanetion mey b

,ersation la given b
ýaI o! e. greet many
ta wici toak place
fiext day, Mauday,
)ers gave tire stary
ta tire world. Of ail
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handsome woman ta cut hersel! off
50 ýcompletely fram the world, as ap-pears to have been tIre case," per-
sisted the superîutendent.

"Have you any newsr? Max next
asked.

"'Only this: Miss Chase dined athier club, the Ladies' Mllitary, at 7.30last nig'ht, and stopped tirere tillsIrortly after ten. She walked out o!the club; thre porter asked If Ieshould caîl a taxr for bier, but she
said she did nlot want one, and badehlm good-nigbt. Hie says sie was lugoad spirits, and was very well. Andthere for the present the matter
stanids," sald Johnson lu -conclusion,
"for we have flot yet beau able taIrear what sire did a!ter leaving bier
club-wbetber she went by train orotherwlse ta Hampstead Heathr sta-tion, nor have we heard of anytbing
out of thé way lu the shape of asange vebicle et or near tiret sta-tion last nigbt about eleveu-evary-
thing was quite o! a normal charac-
ter."

"Ail very disappointing, Pi' atraid,"
said 'Max. "But s'omatiring may turuup et-any moment." Tis was aneth-er echo o! Peggy's liopetul words.

"It's aiýl dowurlgir: mystery still,"
said Johnson.

T HiE flrst -editlon of Thre Day wenttpressa t oeo'clock Iu tiremornlng. Just betore tiret heur'Max rang up tha superIutandent again,
and was, lnformad by hlm. that therehad beenl no furtîrer development -
that, ln fact, there was fia tresh news,but tIret tire lnquest would be lreld on
Tuesday.

The "Train Murder Mystery," as It,came ta be calied, carused an immense
sensation thiraughout London and thewhole country. Thre youth, baauty,
and social position a! the victini o!tire tragedy, as well as the extreardin-ary clrcumatances lu whlch It was en-veloped, excltad public intereat lu thehigireat degree, and evaked tire pro-
faundeat sympethy.

,Mrs. Willoug'hby irad raised a noteai! alarm wltir respect ta tire danger a!rallway travelling. It was by no meansa ncw note, but Sylvla's fate gave Itfresir point, and made It buflk lergelylu the public mmnd, so thet tirere wasa genaral 'outer.y. There were lattera
and suggestions on thre sebject in mast
jaurnals.

Ore result o! the murder was tIratMax Hamilton came lu for a greet dealof promilience, but It waa a lelnd ofprominence whIicI hae was far tramdeslrlng. For a tew days, irawever,
lie was tIre most talked of man lu Eng.lend. It was a inuge advertlaement,wiricl a!terwards was te serve Ulmwell, tlrougir ire could net have fore-seen it, in a strenge and w'bollly un-expecedj annectiou w1ithb tieeime, butfor thre time being it waa mot dis--agreewbIe ani unpieasant Queer peo- 1ple camne te s-ee hlm. HRe was iniun-dateid witir tire strangest letter, haewas inx scelle danger of ireving hia lite,made e iburden te him.

Hoiwever, tire was one vital ques-tion, and everybody, lîke tire news edi-ter of Tire Dey, wui askJug it. Tiregenerel cansclousness fastened ltseît
on lt-Wiro was the man lu tire fureao.t tiret had been wlth Sylvia ChaseÉtt I urpstead Heathr station on tiret
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Take your eue from
these firms,' Mr.
Purchasing Agnt
United States Steel Corporation
Westinghouse Electric Comnpany
UJnited States Navy
Western 'Union Telegraph Co.
New York Central Raîlroad
New York City

Consider the nurnbcr of pencils
that are used annually in con-
ccrns of such size. Consider the
niumber of people usinig these
penci]s who are on the payroll.
Viewed in this light buying pen-
cils has considerable possibilities
both far profit and for loss. This
is recognized by thre great organi-
zations named ahove. They go
ýat their pencil buying like every-thing cise, scientffically. They
make tests and comparisons. And
they buy Blaisdell pencils in large
quiantifies, with a flattering
abundance of repeat orders.

Jsn 't this your eue, Mr. Pur-
chasing Agent? Doean't it mean
that you should at least write ta
us and -ask us to prove ta you that
Ëlaisdells in your organjzatjon
would be as satisfactary and'
econonical as, in thre companies
Iisted above 1

Blaisdells Will do your work
casier, quieker, and at lawer cost.
They posse6s features of conveni-
ence (in sharpening, etc.) peculiar
ta treur alone. The qualityý of
thre leads tells in their smooth-
ness, their splendid writing quli-
tics, thcir rcmarkably long life,
and their universal popu1arity.

1Quality, convenience, economy r
Satisfaction, time, money! That
is the'Blaisdcll story in six worde.
They will save 1-3 ta 1-4 of your
wvooden pencil costs, clerks' time,
and temper, too.

Blaisdeil 202 is a "general
utility" office pencil with an
eraser and a lead as smootlz
as velvet. Price 55c per
dozenl; $5.40 per gross. Order
by number from, your 13ta-
tioner.

Blaisdell is a complete line af
pencils-cvcry kind for evcry
purpose, including Regular, Col-
ored, Copyiing, Indeible, Extra
Ihiek, China Mýarking, Metal
M'arking, Lumberman 's and Rail-
r'oad pencils. AIL grades and ail
legrees (yf iardness. Sold by
esding statianers everywhere.


