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Who Fired the Bush?
Loss of Lives and Property Re-
peated in New Ontario Despite

Earlier Experiences
T UNDREDS are dead. H1undreds are homeless. Hua. <

11 dreds are pennlless. Thousands are bereaved,
Millions of feet of valuable standing timber have ~

been wiped ou.t by the recent fires in Northern Ontario.
Whose fault was It?
Was lt the fault of the settier who invoked the aid of

fire and favorable wind to help hlm clear his bit of land?
WVas It the fault of the railways, whose englues emit

dangerous sparks?
Or was Wt the f auit o! the Government?
,1t is always easy to blame somebody. The danger les

ln blaming the wroug man, as a rule. But, If ýthere were
an lnquest held on the remains of any one of the-
as yet-unnumbered vlctlms of thls Northern On.
tarlo lire, It Is sale to say the. verdict would be a

NI

Cocahrane rislng
from the fiames. New
buildings erected be-.< ~ ~ '

fore trie ruins were.'K''
cold.

* A typicai settier. >"

- ----- A refugee family
havIng its firet mea!
la maniy houri Ii the
shadow of the relief '

'<'The ruins of the T.
SN. 0. station at

Matheson. The relief
train has just puiied

verdict of criminai negligence against the Goverumerit ini Ualioa2ing supplies
whcse lurlsdiictlou these !orests lay. for the sLJrviVors. The Go.vernment's re-

7--vn i thesetlersdidstar th bî-ze-lief ineasures were prompt ,and enerous.
Eveu if thes settir did m sart te bg'- The Provincial officiais were quf.k to let

Evenif t ws a par frm anengno-it be known that they, wouid undertake
Even though careless campers or ail three causes may ail relief measures. .Nevertheless gener.

be cited- ,ou$ donations poured north from private »

The real blamie falis upon a Government that provides

too few fire rangera and Inspectors. T1he
ment should have made it impossible or uni
for rash, settiers to cleàr Ùieler land by
should. have made clear tliat heavy penalti
be assessed agaiust offenders,'aud it sliO
s'e2 to it that there was a vigilant police
watch for offenders.

Furtherznore:
It' should devise ways o! helping the sE

that, lu bis a 'ilety to keê5 the wolf froin
be would not be ternpted to set the bush on

As for the rillw ays-Brltlsh Columla
stnce enfortced the use of o.l-burulng eugin'(
is because Brltlsh Columbia understands t
of Its forests.

The ilre lu Northern Ontario ,zcrves to
71 the inefflciency o! goveruments-Liberai

servative -alîke-du respect to. agricultural aý'
Botli the Federalý and the 'Provincial Govo

4, spend yearly huindreds of thousands of d
teaching our farmers how to farm. Experi
many kinds are carrled on but too mauy Of
theoretîcal, not practical. Too mauy praeti

J, ýA' lems have been ignored wblle theoretic resE
been godng ou. For the rehabilitation o! tb(
out areas, and for the bnefit of ail farni di


