Who Fired the Bush ?

Loss of Lives and Property Re-
peated in New Ontario Despite
Earlier Experiences

dreds are penniless. Thousands are Dbereaved.
Millions of feet of valuable standing timber have
been wiped out by the recent fires in Northern Ontario.

‘Whose fault was it?

Was it the fault of the settler who invoked the aid of
fire and favorable wind to help him clear his bit of land?

Was it the fault of the railways, whose engines emit
dangerous sparks?

Or was it the fault of the Government?

It is always easy to blame somebody. The danger lies
in blaming the wrong man, as a rule. But, if there were
an inquest held on the remains of any one of the—
as yet—unnumbered victims of this Northern On-
tario fire, it is safe to say the verdict would be a
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verdict of criminal negligence against the Government in
whese jurisdiction these forests lay.

Lven if the settlers did start the bi:ze—

Even if it was a spark from an enginc—

Even though careless campers or all three causes may
be cited—
The real blame falls upon a Government that provides
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The Provincial officials were quick to let
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all relief measures. Nevertheless gener-
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persons,
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