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Thne Farers and The Grain Excha~e

The simple remarks on the grain situation in
the last issue of theý Western Home Monthly
se=m to have created no littie uneasiness in some
quarters. Indeed the whole vocabulary of abus-
ive epithets seem to have' been exhausted by some
of those who have written to _us on the question.
Fortunately we have nobody to please in th.is-mat-

,ter and we are flot to be deterred by tbreats from
proceeding as we planned at the beginning, to in-
dicate what -we believe is the only permanent 's o-
lution for the problem as we face it in the west-
jern provinces.

The Real Injury.

Yet we are flot certain that ail our people are
looking for a complete and permanent solution.
Some of them evidentiy consider the present
trouble as one that concerus only the producers
and the shippers, whereas it affec ts every mem-
ber of the state. It is a comparatively small mat-
ter that -one Iman' gets a few dollars too much
and another a few dollars too little, but it is a mat-
ter of the gravest national conceru that every-
mnan should have confidence in the honesty and
integrity of those with whom he associates in his
gealings. For without this mutual confidence
there is no hope of national st.Ibility. So long
as men view this problem from the angle of self-
interest they will be unable to arrive at or even
appreciate anything in the nature of a true solu-
tion. The fight will go on in changing formi from
worse to worse, and of charges and counter-
charges there' will' be no end. He who seeks a
lasting remedy must consider ail the interests in-
volved.

No Unique Phenomenon.

The injustice in the handling of grain is flot
a unique phenomenon. Tt is but -one of a class,
and it is well to recognize this in ail endeavors
to settie existing disturbances. The producer,
the middleman and the consumer are continually
at war. Not a day passes but that a complaint
is registered in some quarter. Every week there
is a passage-at-arms somewbere, in the form of
a lock-out, a strike, or a public upheaval. As
among the three classes mentioned it is the mid-
delman who is usually considered the diabolical
agent. This is most natural, for nearly every

mnan is both producer and consumer. If he pavs
mnore than he should for his neigbbor's wares,
he makes up for it by charging too much for
his own. But the poor middleman has to rob
the producer for part of his profit and then rob
the consumer for the remainder. This is bis
prîviiege and nobody will say that he does not
cheerfuliy take advantage of it. However, there
are evidences on every hand that the producer
is comning into bis own. Even the greatest pro-
ducer of material wealth-the farmer-is begiiv
1" ilg to get ail that his time and labor are worth
Thîs 's a matter for sincere congratulation. But
how about the consumer? When is bis day comi-
ing?à Let us at least hope that a brighter future
aw aits him. Let us at least believe that even )in
Otir own generation hie may be able to purchase
f0ir $2.50 a pair of boots that it cost $1,00 to'

ilalifacture, or that hie may be able to buy for
cents a dish of ice-cream that it cost otne

~idone-third cents to produce, or that he may
!1e : abe to obtain in Winnipeg for $500 some fruit

'Y pped from Okanagan at $2.00 ami handled by'
-, xPre'ss company for another T1.5" t is nec-

- trv, to explain thiat these figures represent ac-
ý,%jtyonily in a rougzh way. Thev aro given in

way ini the hope that some of our readers

inay be led to investigate sonewhat closcly the
relation between cost and purchase price of ordin-
ary articles in daiiy use. It is possible that there
may be surprises in store.

Some Concrete Illustrations.
Suppose for example, one contrasts the pri .ce

which the rancher obtains for his beef with the
price paid by the consumer in Winnipeg. Who
pockets the difference? Does anyone get more
than bis share? Does the consumer pay more
than hie should? Suppose again that it is a 'book
that is being purchased by a reader in thecoun-
try. If it cost eighteen cents to produce it, what
do you suppose the reader pays for it? It wilI
be found on examination that there is unlcooked
for unfairnesý wherc it might ieast, be expected.
.Yet it is to be rernembered that the main cviiis
flot that somebody is getting more* money than
hie should but that by getting it unfairly and
without due labor hie is undermining the wbole
social fabric. The dangerous time in a nation'si
history is when a section of the people really be-
corne alive f0 the fact that they are being un-
juÉtly dealt with. Better have them in ignorance
of their state.,than rouse thern without pointing
out the true remedy for evil.

An Attempted Solution
There is a remedy proposed frequently, viz.«: that

of a combination between producers to act as
their ownmiddlemen-or at -least as their own
shippers. This principle is weil illustrated
among the fruit growers of Southern California.
A few years ago these men were in despair be-
cause al'their bard earned wealth was absorbed
by the combination of shippers who owned the
"shipping bouses". The growers rebelled and
formed a combination for the purpose of erecting
shiipp'ing sheds and directing the transporation of
fruit. The shippers derided this movement for
seif-defence, but the fruit growers remained truc
to their own organization. They put in charge
men of the highest ability-men who could be
trusted to deal fairly with the shareholders ofthe
company and keep out of the gambling pif. The.
result everybody knows. The shippers have been
literally "knocked out of commission,"ý and the
fruit growers are bandling ail their own pro-
duce.

This, of course, is .iust what the Grain Grow-
ers' Grain Co. dlaims to be aiming at in Western
Canada. There is, however, a great difference.
The company does flot represent the grain grow-
ers in any truc sense, it is flot managed by ex-
perts in the grain business, and rumor bas it that
some of the controliing spirits are foo familiar
with "puts" and "calîs", and with the methods of
the speculators in the Grain Exchange.

But passing this by, let us examine furtiier into
the California matter. It is truc that the fruit
growers are doing better. b ut it lu also frue that
every year carloads of fruit rot on the trees. Why
is this? flecause the fruiterers' union controls
not only the shipping of fruit but ifs consump-
tion. They limif the oufput in such a manner
that they receive a maximum of profit. rormer-
ly the middleman robbed the pro ducer. Now the
producer robs the consumer. Isn't ifabout time
the consumer had a littie consideration?

There is no doubt that if the consumer is to
pay more than a legitimafe price for bis goods
he had better pay it to the producer than to the
middleman. Yet it is not very much consolation
to us who are paying top prices for fruit because
it goes rotting on the trees, to know that in the
fight between producer and shipper, the former
bas cone oufahead. As befween the fwo our sym-
pathies are raturaily with the producer. We want

hini to get every cent to wblch he 1 la jsle eWj,1
tif led. Still, as we are the unfortiniage '# -
we cannof but feel that no matter wl>ich qi
fwo wins, we are to pay the price.

No Permanet Remmdy ue.
So the California armsngcmeùt bas notet ei "

a permanent settlement of the question at
bas simpiy shifted the injustice roa
f0 another It bas paot regard*d, 4ib
involved. We bave no hestid" tg

weethe grain growers ofl We0PMý.
form n -u a great ,collmbizïeioiàwofthy' *t
great occupation, st would not i' ke c*P.tW
better for thc wbole sate., For although ir
put a liffie nioney In the pocketà f s e t 1éu
.ît ýwould, là the.end add f0 the mixqtls êf
poor people in the townsauad. citie. wbohe havé,t
eaf in order to live.

Aother llutsmtiwu.

Reference bas been- made te strilses AM d P
oufs' resulting froni cenflicta b.tweemQ
and employees. Here ,vo bav hg" th
situation in another of lts ,.9k*L
war befween producers and m'id41tet o
withln .the. ranka of the,, prod4»r à a
One section ,of the .producers in p4P
its lnterests forma a union and eoIt
dress its wrongs-real or -iinagIlatry-iyd .
measures. Everybody underatanda thé. mati
employed. The importgntfcatiàïe la the ,ntt4ig
is frcquently ovcrlooked by both contien u
tics. In- every war of the kind thore a a a ý
party who bas a right to consideration and th*t
party isa'the consumer. Nolbody,, piotirtm thts'
better than the. fariners. Wet <ffiud wlo
went fhrough the expériences i6o 64
wintets ago. Yet the contestats- -I 'r aacfed as if the publiec had no At apus again say thaftth. main cyfir 0i
is flot that one man la grefing a frsc*Vn too,
and the other a fraction toci littie,, but ét'
hammony Wvhich should exist in the wholm e
munity is -bèing destroyed by tbe unfains'n g <C
somebody. Any permanent remedy niait coudsi4e
the interests flot oniy of the parties frnmdltr.,
concerned, but the interestg of the. whole commuan
ity. In one enue it inakes very litti, differesice
whether the union or the company wlnu. Outud'-
ers have to pay the. piper in cither casê Uniou
ism can neyer effecf a real solution.

Before entering upon a constructive, policy k lb
necessary to make one furfber observation: 19f
necessary f0 give credif where credit: lu due.
is right f0samy that alfhough there hamve bm
some actions of -the Grain Exchange phîit c
ileyer b. excused, ycl thure art man smàr
against wbom nof a word cat1 be7. rg.. lm
are some commission finms who ,bavteben strkliy
bonest in their bandling of grain, and wbo vouR
never bc charged wifb wrong-doing ofau nd
Meni of tbis class bave been of die vesy ig1
service f0 the. producer. If farmer art soin ,g to
sdil. their grain on commission it wilI >wujb.
safe f0 deaI with a reputabi lual Iêse

business as in everything cime ltIf as.e est at
that should be sought. Nor .boMl the Grain
Gr'owers' Grain Co. g o wltbont its'ieeof pras..
It put up a goodfigbf for a finie and eupseld the
uinscrupulous mefhods of the large operators, As
friend of the fariner if was mach more capable
in opposition than it now is in directig the gov-
ernmenf. As for the presof the count ry the
farmers and the general public know who bave
1;een working for the highest welfare of the stafe,
*And who have been working for speciai interefs,
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