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thiugs hauitd the mnu.Re knew it
bês opeless; and yet he could not

*ear himocif away. Always the mess-
'age of the dyingLuoy vas in bis ears;i
alwasho seeme,' to hear bimself prom-
ising soiemly-therfi amid the rsttle. of
Muu.ketry sud the shouts aud cries of
ine-that he vould do this thlug ho

1»Ow found binisoif powerloss to do.
'For s couple of nights, in that next

tovu to which they hsd gene, the Cap-
tain sat in the box lie had secured, aud
vatched the performance, and vatched
the eild at the vings. And then, with

the fofitude of the seldier, he tek .him-
seli that ho bad doue ail that vas pos-
sible, sud that the matter vas ended.

lo ad tried aud ho had failed; he
couid do nothing more.

It vas quite late at niglit, after that
flunai visit to the music hall that the
Captain sat in bis private room at the'
hotel, writing a letter. It vas ad-
dressed to Mise Fanny-(he did not
know ber other name)-of the Jolliffe
Troupe; it gave ber the name of his
bankers, and assured ber that if at any
tima anythiflg might be vanted for the
child s letter there would find bim, aud
would receive attention. The Captain
vas in the very middle of the carefully-
worded epistie vhen a vafler entered,
sfter knocking sorne'hat agitatedly at
the door.'

"Well-wbat is it 1" asked the Cap-,
tain.

"Seme-some ladies ta sece yu, ir,"y
starmored the man.

«Thora rnust bo sorno mistake." said
Captain Follett, with a glance at his
vatch . "Ladies?-at this heur?"

"Yes, sir; tbey asked for you by
niare, sir. Six ladies, sir."

The Captain started.
"Oh! -will you bring them up ?" ho

asked., "I wiii sce them at once!"
As the man retired Captain Follett

puzzled bis brains to know what this
visit couid mean. Was it a pretest
against bis following them frorn place
to place-or wbat vas it? Mechanical-
ly he burried about the roorn, placing
chairs for them; ha tbrew bis cigar
into the fireplace.
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Tbey came iluinuas mal procession. e(
A yory quiet processien, vith -net aa
word te aay until the six of them verei
in the*room, sud the vondering vaiter Il
bad retired and bad cioaed the door. '
The eyea of the Captain, sweoping the b
six rapidly, saw ' uothing of the cild; Il
bis heart~ that bad beon foolisbly beat- t!
ing, fell a little. He indicated thea
chairs, sud the six, vith glancos at eacb
other, aoated tbemeives in tbern amid1
a painful silence.1

"I-I arn pleaséd tc e ea yen," aaid the c
Captain nervously.t

It was Fauny of the black eyoa vboc
plunged jute thea business; abo spoko
in a bard voice, aud vith a littie note
of resentment in ber toues.

"We've talked it ail over, Captatu
iFollett-laid avake at nigbt, ve'ava,(
soea of us-especialiy vban it 'sp-1
pened te be escli oue's particular turn
to take the baby viti ber. God knows,
sir," vent on the girl passiouately grind-
ing the kuuckles of oen ad into the
palm of the otber-"-ýthere vas a time
vben ve'd 'ave cut our 'earts eut
rather than lot the littiaeone ge; but
ve've got te cave iu. That's vbat we've
coma te say; tbat's vhat ve're 'ere
for."

Two of the littie girls, vhom the
Captain dimly remembered as Quoonie
sud Daisy, vere surreptitieusly dabbing
their eyes viti their handkercbief s.
The Captain turned avay, sud softly
rnded the fire.

"We've bad te tbiuk of ber mothor,
sir," vent on Fanny, raising eyes that
vere suspiciously brigbt te hirn, "sud
vbeu ve'vo coma to talk it aver, ve'vo
feit that if abe'd lived it voùid bave
been 'or vish. Ruhy vas always a bit
more ef a lady than vhat vo veke;
sud the girls do't mind my saying
that. The ittie one vili 'ave a chance
vo couidn't give ber; sbo'l1 grov up te
be a iady-and. she'Il forget,"

"I viii undertake that she shall net
forget ber old friends.," exclairnec the
Captain eagerly.

"Thon you'll not hc deiug your duty
rby tbe baby,' said Fauny sadiy. "Don't

you see tbat its just the chance she

could nover 'avi'bad iu suy 'ethor ay;
and sbe's young enough ta forget ail a
about us-snd. ouiy te rernomber you.
It'a 'ard for u&-but thon life in rnostly
ard, if it cornes te that. We bavou'tf
been like eue mother ta 'er-wve been i
like six; and7 wbon tomerrow she isu'te
there, it'l mmcm as thougl he'd taken
a. bit out of ecdi ur 'esrts, suds if
Dur arma were procieus empty. Thero-
I'vo doue!" she exclaimod, gettiug up
quickiy sud fierceiy rubbiug her oyes.
"And 1 thought yen told me, Quenhie,
that there vas to e o nebiubboriug
oeor it," she added ssvageiy.

The Captain stccd Iookiug at them a
little awkwardly; there was so muai
to be said sud se much te beave uussid.
Neyer hefore bad ho heen placed in no
difficult a situation; nover before had
ho feit it no necessary te, resrrsnge aU
bis ideas of life sud of peeple. That
these common dancing girls couid ho
inoved as they vers rneved,. sud euid
hava the power te, shako bis self-pos-
session as it nover bad been shaken be-
fore, vas rernarkahie; the Oaptsiu f oit
strangely humble.

"! think I undrstand-to somo ex-
tout at besat,"ho began lsmely-"ýthe
sacrifice you aIre rnaking. Wben 1 firet
came te you, ladies, I vas brute eueugb
-the word is hardly strong euough for
my ovu self-condernation-I vas brute
euough te sauggest thst the baby sbouid
ho sent avay te strangors vhe vould
look after ber; I avear te you, by ail
I hold sacred, that that shall net be."

The girls excbanged quick gîsuces sud
quick nods; they vers iistening eag-
erly.

"She is the child cf my dead brother;
I arn a very lonely man,» veut an the
Captain uimply. I-I arn very fend of
ber; ahe shall be te me as she might
have been had I, under bappier circurn-
stances, had a chiid of rny ovu. She
shah b. brought up as my ovu; sho
shah bhave rny narne. By God's grace
abe shall grew up a rich sud happy
veman."

There vas a long pause, sud tben
Fanny, as tbough witb the consent of

theoathers, carne .lovly acrom tho room
and staad bofore biin.
"Wéewwevs asnt MîStaen lu

yrou, Captain Follett, -f rom the vely
firat," Îh. said softly. «It makes it oas-
ier for uns-en tbeugh it makes it 'ari-
er. She'l1MManf orgt-"-

«A child easily forpbt,"'mnsiurta
t~he Captain. «May I ask when YM vi
briug the ehild ta MI Any arêgt-,
moenta I msa mae--"m

-They're sflmade,- auhmr« IuMg« i
«When ved made up ur ld~~
kuew it vasa't sny gSdtJ1qboM
it; so e vogb t bor aaqlWa
We toakthelibetyof'alg tput
bed; eue of the chamormad ;aorft-
ing after 'or. Ai 'or 1Wtblng:th
ve've made ourselves are tLa a t lu;btp
we hrought that al .too.Thsý il4
we've finlshoed 'ere gt, su vss a
ho miles svsy by thoe 'y4rhu P .
moruiuf; I den't tblkv o a.
stood it othervime odngiC
tain FellettY"

Tbe gIrl beld out ber baud, sud tmo
Captain teck it,

«If i rnight write ta you- 441 ui
yen boy ah. gets on," ho fsltere.

"Much botter net," ohé awvréd
flrrnly. "Say 'gaod-ulgbt' to thé. C&#-
tain, girls;- v. mt be go*e-.

Selernuly tbey shaak banda wtb bisi
-sund solemnly tlb.7 led out.

The Captain sav the door'close, sud
vondered for a moment vhy - h. b.d
tbat sudden Inclination -tea ' f
ther n d eau thern bsok. "Bat h. ii
that vas Impossible; that;b.ho- ld '
madly undo wvbst h bd doe. W
Ho valked acros. t b.'rI4qP
drow aside the ourtla»sd~àe

Tho dosort etreet ofthiitüet1s,
lsy bsthed in rnoonligbt bslov bl.-44
ho looed ho msaw UlttligrSOuof -
ures-six lu numbor--éru hha
lit saee sud dîsappoar dbiovu au w'
side-streel. But nov hy veWdrearly sud Whi aleuae; thore iwas
high-piteod girlish ohattor floating
the quiet nIght air, sud no sprg
their rnovemonta.
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