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When Lord Roberts was.STANDING ALONE. about to leave the city
of London to supprin-

tend-the war in-South Africa, a great reception
was tendered to ui t the railroad station. The
Prince of Wales wafi thert. There were also
representatives of Uhe aristocracy-l-ords, dukes,
earls and nobles.' Statesmnen were flot wanting
and ministers of thietate were in evidence. And
so the trtin moyed e~ut of the station and the
forini f Lord Roberts finaIly disappeared froni
view. l{ow they chtee tbýe departing generaL.
"God bles yoV, Bobs?" cried, the, Prince of
Wales. Cheer followed cheer-but as the train
turned the curve, Lord Roberts found himself
alone-,-alcine W'ith the respotisibi1ity of the war
upon his shoulders. In a few hours London and
England wee behind him and he found himself
alone with the problem of war and the struggle
for empire. Cheers are good, but can you stand
in*the hour of loneliness?

I suppose you think
POOR PENMANSHIP. that it makes littie or

no difference what the
style of your penmanship' may be. Horace
Greeley wrote such a poor hand that a week after
he had written an article lie was not sure of its
authorship. Great men have been poor artists in
handling the pen, and therefore you conclude
that penmanship is flot a vital <natter in the
achievement of success. Let me tell you, how-
ever, that nothing in life is insignificant or of
small importance. A student at Rugby once said
to his instructor, "Many men of genius have
written worse scrawls than I. do; it is not worth
while to worry about so trivIal a fault." Ten
years later this lad was an officer in the English
army, doing service ini the Crimean war. An
order he copied for tran-smission' was sa illegible
that it was given incorrectly ta the troops and
cast many brave fellows their lives.

On the morning after the
ROOSEVELT NOT last presidential lection

AN ACCIDENT. in- the United States,
Theodore Roosevelt, tak-

ing his seat at the breakfast table in the White
House looked into the face of lis wife and said,
"My dear, I arn hapriv ta state that yotlr husband
is no l -onger an accident." That must have been
a moment of réal genuine satisfaction ta 'the.
president. To realize that you are in the rigzht
Place. To realize that Providence, the people
and your own conscience are agreed as to your
"cali" and appointment is indeed a triumph wortit
battling for. Thi§ sense of satisfaction cornes ta
one with first great success or achtevement of
life. To have reached the first mountain top. To
have proved youiýself indispensible for any
special work or position in life-this is worth ten
years of toil and effort.

Liglit a match and fling it
LIGHT A MATCH. upon the barren rock and

it will humn itself to a
cinder and then flIcker out. Liglit a match and
fling it upon the bosom of the sea. and it will shied
a faint gleam just for a moment and surrender ta
the first baptism of spray. Liglit a match and
fling it into a tank of oil, and you must needs cal
out the entire fire department in order to protect
the city. The burning match and the rich petro-
leum have an affinity one for the other. Sa truth
dies out upon the old unrnoved conscience of
?ne man, but sets on fire the soul of the man w-
is responsive to the truth. One man goes ta
sleep under the sermon while another individual
is lifted into the third heaven of rapture and
coptemplation. One inati finds mental food in
the writings of Emerson while another finds

* companionship i a third rate novel. A man' s
choice of friends, books, and amusements is his
own judgment on his own dharacter. -

Character is the diamond
ARISTOCRACY 0F which scratches every

CHARACTER. other stone. In the

thîtone room of Na-
poleon, in the palace of' Fontainebleau, every
Piece of furniture bears the initial letter "Ný-
Sn does a man stamp himself upon every 'deed
andl action of bis life. Nebuchadnezzar caused

lwetter "N" ta be inscribed on every brick
~in the great wallwliich surrotinded the

t ycity of Babylon. 'Sa are our very
zhts, words and actions inwrought it h
fbre and texture of aur being. josiali

* Iwdthough risen from a workman, wag'

neyer satisfied unt l le ha4 doue lis best. Hie
would flot permit or tolerate inferior work o
any sort in his establishment. If a vase' did 'not
corne up to hisr idea, he would smash it in pieces.
Flinging the rejected article aside lie would say,
"That wont do for Jpsiali Wedgwood." The
most brilliant reputation is a poor thing 'unlea
it resta, upon thc foundation of character.

Whe'n Coleridge met Southey'
WHICH WAY4- ii Edinburgh in 1803, he re-

... marked to lis friend, "What a
wouderful city Edinburgh is-wônderfùl in
lieight and wQnderful in depths." Ini this respect
flie queen cîty of Scotland stands as an illustra-
tion of life. Life lias tremnendous posbîbilities in
two directions-upward and downward. Moody
could not read- at eighteen, at thirty-seven lie
was preaching to audiences of twenty thousand.
Jonathan Edwards was in some respects tlie
greatest preaclier New England ever produced.
His grandson, Aaron Btirr, tumned-traitor and be
cause of lis immoral practices became a social
outcast. Harry Tliaw, born in a Pittsburg pal-
ace,. stands before a New York jury charged with
tlie sacrifice ýof a if e, without even a good repu-
tation or a clein record to sustain him, *While
Gypsy *Srnithi, bora ini a gypsy's tent, witliout the
advantages of culture or education, hlds
thousands spellbound by lis eloquence and cari
command an audience of 5,000 at any Urne of thec
day or niglit.

"Itfs lis way of
THE BUSINESS VALUE doing it" lias often

0F POLITENESS. been remarked con-
cerning a: certaili.

individual, who seems ta enjoy an enviable.suc-
cess in any enterprise to wliicli le may apply his
hand. He "captures" the audience duting the,
first five minutes of lis speech. It is his, way. He
makes a sale where anotlier clerk would only
have made "an impression." It is lis .way. Hec
avoids a difficulty wliere another would have lad,
things hopelessly entangled. It is hi. way. He
is a miracle worker at the point wlie maxn
touches mian. He knows tlie science of getting
along witli people. During a sudden -outbreak
arnong the students of Harvard Collegç, if Cam-'
bridge, the final appeal was made to Henrï W;»
Longfellow: "We wîll listen to Mr. Longfel-
low," said the students, "lie is the only one that
treats us as if We were genetiemen."

Luxury is not a hero
THE INSPIRATION producer. To le favor-
0F A DIPFICULTY. ed witli many advan-

tages has offtnturnied
out a disadvantage. The youth born in the val-.
ley very often clirnbs ta the apex of the moun-
tain, but the young man born amid the -sunny
peaks of camfort does not always rernain there.
Byron was bora a cripple ahd 'gave himself ta
poetry. Sir Walter Scott lost the use of one of
his feet througli the carelessness of a nurse and
found himself shut in ta iterature. Beeclier
struggled witli some defect in lis vocal appar-
atus whicli caused hirn to stutter and stammer
and in conquering the difficulty became the
greatest pulpit orator of lis day. The Scotch
Covenanter preached his best sermon when the
danger of an attack was greatest. The strongeat
men are always inspired by a difficulty. They
seem nablest wlien leading a forlorn hope.

A conviction is a
HIAVE A CONVICTION! rip metl cncusion witl' refer-
ence ta a vital subject. A man's convictions al-
ways tQuch the fundanientals. It is the decisioh
of a mýn's soul concerning that which lias toucli-
ed the very core of his being. We have "na-
tions" concerning things whidh are trifi-es, and
"opinions" concerning things' which are af minor
importance, but we have "convictions" toudhing
only those things whidh we regard as af vital im-
portance. Lincoln said concerning the' question
of slavery, "If slavery is flot wrong, tIen nathing
is wrong."- It's a great conviction nobly ex-
pressed whiph sets the world on fire. Evqryr
vital 'problem is worthy of a conviction. Thînkc
your way tîrougrh. Make up your niind in one
direction and then speak out!

ONE DkY AT
A TIME.

ment in a mosti

Onle day of twenty-four hours
seemis ta le a divine allotrnent
0f-time.. Nature has marlced
this period of exact measure-

emphatic mnanner. - Its dawning
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