
R E P O R T.

THE SELECT COMMITTEE appointed to inquire into the

Expediency of encouraging Emigration from the United Kingdom,
and to report their Observations thereupon to The House; and
to whom the Reports of Sessions 1823, 1824, and 1825, on the
State of Ireland, and the Employnent of the Poor there; and
also the Petitions and Memorials to the CQlonial Department
from Persons desirous of emigrating from the United Kingdom,
were severally referred ;-HAvE, pursuant to the Order of the

House, examined the Matters to them referred; and have agreed
to the following REPORT:

YO U R Committee are induced to consider that the following important
Facts have been established by the Evidence which they have collected

for the information of the House:

First:-That there are extensive districts in Ireland, and districts in England
and Scotland, where the population is at the present moment redundant; in
other words, where there existis a very considerable proportion of able-bodied
and active labourers, beyond that number to which any existing demand for
labour can afford employment :-That the effect of this redundancy is not only
to reduce a part of this population to a great degree of destitution and misery,
but also to deteriorate the general condition of the labouring classes :-That by
its producing a supply of labour in excess as compared with the demand, the
wages of labour are necessarily reduced to a minimum, which is utterly insuffi-
cient to supply that population with those means of support and subsistence
which are necessary to secure a healthy.and satisfactory condition of the Com-
munity :-That in England, this redundant population has been in part. sup-
ported by a parochial rate, which, according to the Reports-mx Evidence of
former Committees specially appointed to consider the subject, threatens in its
extreme tendency to absorb the whole rental of the Country ; and that in
Ireland, where no such parochial rate exists by law, and where the redundancy
is found in a still greater degree, a considerable part of the population is
dependent for the means of support on the precarious source of charity, or is
compelled to resort to habits of plunder and spoliation for the actual means
of subsistence.

Secondly:-That in the British Colonies in North America (including the
Canadas, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, and Prince Edward's Island) at the
Cape of Good Hope, and in New South Wales, and Van Diemen's Land,
there are tracts of unappropriated land of the most fertile quality, capable
of receiving and subsisting any proportion of the redundant population of this
country, for whose conveyance thither, means could be found at any time,
present or future.

4P4. Thirdly:


