APPENDIX. 481

‘The professed primary end md object of Fem&msm is to ameliorate
the condition of the Irish people, by wresting Ireland from the grasp of
British power, and establishing there an independent govmment re-
publican in form.

How probable the attainment of this proposed end is, can be judged of,
only by looking at facts as they exist. and paying due regard to *‘the
logic of events,” rather should 1 say to the logic of known circumstances.

Ireland is unquestionably, 1 think, a necessary part of the British
empire. What I mean is, that without it, the British empire as such,
cannot exist. YWrest Ireland from, and niake it permanently independent
of, Great Britain, and vou virtually terminate the British empire. Fur-
thermore, 1 say, establish a permanent republic in Ireland, acknowledged
amongst the nations as a free, an independent sovereignty, and the sub-
jugation of (ireat Britain by it must speedily follow. Because, in the
circumstances and civilization of modern times, they must be politically
connected, else neither can be an independent sovereignty. This is, 1
believe, .an inevitable condition of their situation, relative position, and
proximity— conpled with the character and tendency of governmental

‘ideas ingyr day. Sauch, I apprehend, was the opinion of Pitt, when, at
the beginning of this century, he, by the use of means anything but
scrupulous, bound Ireland to Great Britain more closely than she had
_been, by the extinction of her Legislature.

Such, I doubt not, is the belief of the British people and Governmient.

. Therefore, when Great Britain is compelled to fight for the maintenance -

of her dominion in Irelend, she will fizht for her own political existence.
Consequently, when Fenianism undertakes to wrest Ireland from the
grasp of British power, it undertakes the more than H’ercnlean task of
overcoming all the resistance which can be made by the great military
‘and naval power of Britain, sustained by her vast resources, her immense
wealth. her powerful alliances, and above all, by her millions of loyal
people, impressed with the belief and animated by the consciousness that
the struggle is not merely for the maintenance of supremacy in Ireland,
but for the preservation of her own distinctive nationality—for the ex-
istence of British sovereignty. The accomplishment of this by any means
within the power of an organization like Fenianism is, I venture to say,
not within the range of what the human mind can regsrd a8 probahle I
may even say, poesible.

Empires as great, in their day, as that of Britain- ~some probably
.greater more powerful and more magnificent—have existed before, and

passed away. The Babylonian, the Assyrian, the Macedonian, and the

! Roman empires existed in turn, and in turn vanished. The Turkish
* empire, once so powerful as to menace and jeopardise the liberties of all

Europe, has dwindled into insignificance. But those mighty changea -

from magnificent existence and potency to nonentity or insignificance,
, were produced not by the direct agency of human power—not by means
devised by human ingenuity for sach results, but by & combination or
succession of causes—human or providential, or partly both—the effect
whel-?of the human mind eonld not forsee,—by means, therefore, which
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