
[ 6 ]

Britifh loufe of Commons to dermand adequate fatis-.
faaion for the injury done to their fellow-fubjeas,
and to refent the indignity offered to the Britifh flag.

They knew,' likewife, that, on a reprefentation to
the Court of Madrid, his Majefty's Miniffers had
been informed that one veffel had been reftored, but
that no fatisfa&ion had been made ; on the con-
trary, the reftoration was accompanied by a claim on
the part of the Court of Spain, the-moft abfurd and
exorbitant which could well be imagined; a claim

which they had never heard of before, which was in-
definite in its extent, and which originated in no
treaty, or formal eftabliíhment of a colony, nor
refted on any one of thofe grounds on which claims
of fovereignty, navigation, and commerce, ufually
refted. If that claim were given way to, it muft
deprive this country of the means of extending its

navigation and fifhery in the Southern Ocean, and
would go towards excluding his Majefty'sfubjeâs
from an* infant trade, the future extenfion of which
could not but prove effentially beneficial to the com-
mercial intereifs of Great Britain. Material,"indeed,
were the difadvantages which Great Britain would
fuffain, fhould the exorbitant claim fet uf by the
Court of Spain be complied with ; and 'thence arofe
the neeeffity of the Houfe metirigit s' they ought
to do, for the purpofe of dndèrftanding.definifely
and dinin&lIy, what they wek4 to expe& froin lier
nations on pbints fo effetitial to the dignity of his
Majefty's crown and theintereifs of Briti<h ibbje&s.
It was, therefore, neceffary for that 'Hotife, b?

granting


