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his views and of the Opposition. While making a very earnest, pointed,
and somewhat violent speech on thîs subject, Mr. Bell, the Conservative
leader, in thc name of lis party accepted the issue, and expressed his willing-
ness to inake this question the chief one of the coming campaign. So that
af ter ail the battle will resolvc itself into a purely party centest. The Con-
servatives will struggle to uphiold the union, and try to show wherein it
has bonefited Nova Scotia and other sea-bordering Provinces i while the
Liberals are attempting to prove that this arrangement lias donc a great
deal more havai than good, and that it hias already existed entirely too
long.

Regarding the probable decision of the electors on this matter it is
rather difficult to make predictions. There are many elements in the con-
test whose value cannot be estiînated, and soinle of the,,n, whichi now seem
of slighit moment, inay becomne sufficiently important to control the
result ; and a lucky hit of written or spoken elo<4uence inight set
rolling one of these wavcs of poptilar enthusiasm, which arc liable to rise
in, ny great political struggle and sweep away ail opposing forces, althoughi
it may be utterly without any logical consideration.

'Plie relisons for desiring a ruturn te direct relations with the Imperial
Goverument advanced by the Nova Scotia Liberals are, mostly, already
fitiiiiar to inany cf yeur renîdors. They declare, in the lirat place, that
Confederation eughit neyer te have been e4tablishied. There was no0 occa-
sion for it. Thiccgs wcre well eiîough under the old régime, and have
been growing worse and worse ever silice it was superseded by a schecnle
which they characterizo as ail promise and no pay. Consequently, per.-
manent prosperity catitnot buo xpccted unitil we get rid of it. Secondly,
the Upper Canadians and the Maritimie people are naturally .fereigniers.
Front geographical as Weil as mnany otlier considerations they can neyer bc
anything cisc. TLhey a4,4ertt tlîat politically, coinniercially, andl socially,
they have nothing in cominon witli the St. Lawrencce country, and a proper
national amlalgamlation. is imlpossible. liIelice in ail relations with the
Uppeî Provinces they cnust labolur under great disadvantages ; and if they
inust remain a depeiidency o)f alny Power, Mother England would suit
thoim much the best. 'Tho thirdi ob),jection, athirmî that whatever business
is transacted with Canada aiways prtoves terrily one-sided, being to the
Nova Scotians nenrly ail gi ve and hardly any take. Thli Dominion wil not
or cannet efYect Iteciprocity witlî tihe Uiîited States ; and so they are
forced te rcccive goeds freîcc dealers il, Monttial and other Canadian

cities. BRit, as the) comIplimnt is Ii')t rtUuiil'Y anly extensive purchase
cf tîjeir productions, ii mpnrts, groatly cxed eýxpor.ts, and waee ]e
cati niake freti their four chief inutislislcillg, rining, lurnibetring, and
farzning-eacli year gees to theigii!rcdcats anul manufacturers of Qucbec
and Ontario, with wlreîn tlbey are coinipel led te deal, because laws malle at
Ottawa prevent tiienii frein traiiigý wbiero thoy want te. L sas
claimed that New England is the naitural business ally of Nova Scotie and
New Brunswick, and tlîat with prepor commercial facilities trafie between
these regiens couhi bu cemiluctod uponf a inutually beneticial basis. These
and maniy other sinilar argumniets w iii le advanced te show ta h
quicker the tic niow biniding- us te the D)ominionî iýs broketi the botter it
will bc fer aIl parties.

l-low the Opposition ia te sustain their Hide cf the discussion, and strive
to show that the yeung giant cf the North is growing up rapidly and as weîi
proportioned ns cuuld 1)0 expected, lias not yct been mnade public, and very
iikeîy they hardly know thems8elves. The challenge cf Mr. Fielding was
issued withi such reckless brilliancy that the Coniservative gentlme wer
somiewlhat (lisconcerted, auJt, lardly recovered their presence cf mind
before tlue lieuse adijeurneil]. 'Tle speechesý iii opposition te this lnîasure
by Mr. Bell and bis felloweis made scarcely any atteipt ait argument, and
consisted elmost wholly cf personlal attacks upen the Premier and his
Administration. B3ut wlîen these lawyers, decteri, etc., get over their sur-
prise, and sottie dewn ti) the solid work cf the camnpaign, they wiIl dcubt-
leas bring forth arguments weighty eneughi and sufficiently striking te
fairly meet these presented by the lZepeaders.

Considering the greiît vam-iety cf interests invelved in cennection with
the chief question, this suitirmer in Nova Scetia is sure te sec a vast ameunt
cf political ink-warfere; ani Acadia's respiendent huIs and valicys will echo
and re-echo with the thunderous elequence cf battling statesmen.

ADDISON F. BRowNE.

ALEXANDRE DUMAS and Lievenue, a French actreas, were bcth sum-
moned as witnesses in a trial whichi teck place at Rouen. Alexandre
Damas, when called upen te give bis name and condition, replied in a
pompons veice, IlAlexandre Dumas and 1 should caîl myseif homme de
lettres if 1 were net in the ccuntry cf Corneille." On the samne question
being put te Lievenne, qhe said, ci 1 ain Lievenne, and I sheuld cai myseif
mnaid if 1 were net in the town whiere they burut tbem."'

PROM BïITTLEFORD TO MOO>SEJAW.

TuEF welcome and leng-looked-for orders for "A" Battery, Field Force,
te move south, and joîn the General's (Sir Fred. Middletcn's) flying
column, having reached us, we Ilpulled eut " from Fort Otter, Battleford,
at three p.m., on the 8th cf March, 1886. Owing te the time cf year and
the uncertainty cf the weather, every precautiun liad te be taken te guard
against both sterms and suashine ; for toc mach cf the latter weuld very
accu clear the trail cf all the snow, and render the roads knee-deep in maud,
cwing te the peculiar nature cf the soul.

Reports having reached me, from the mail-carrier and others, that
long stretches cf the trail were cempletely bare cf snew, and the road in
the viciniby cf Battieford being very heavy, on account cf the quantity cf
sncw on the trail, 1 was cbliged te supply myself with bcth sleighs and
waggcns. Ail the large double waggens had te be taken te pieces and
carried on the sleighs for the first part cf the journey. 1 had calculated
te do the march in ten days, a distance cf 190 miles, as laid down on the
map, but cf '210, ais estimateci by the freighters cf the road. Tlae Ilcuttit "
(a terni used by the people cf the country te signify anything, from a
"Jiumper " with an Indian pony te a columin cf any size) ccnsisted cf five
efficers, eighty-three lien comnnissioned officers and men, one Gatling gun
with amminunition, eigiiteen battery herses, eue hiundred rounds cf Sniider
amnnunitien per mutn, and 33,797 peunids of stores and ba age, forty
sleighs, waggens, and carts, thirty-twc herses, tlmirty Indian ponies (with
twenty-one spare) amnd thiree yokes cf oxen. \Vhat a cavalcade te merch
on te the UGarrison Coiion ef Teronto, or the " Champ de Mars " in Mont-
real! As niay be iiniagiîied, a columon ccmupcsed cf such heterogeneous
material requiredt a goed deal cf looking after.

Our dirst day we did enly ton miles, as on some parts cf the trail the snow
was very deep, and tiiere ii alwvays more or less diticulty in starting an oatfit
cf tîmis kind. 'Ne reaclîed the place caîled the " Sixty-mile Bush," at
mmiddiy en the eleventh. Tihis bush is generally used by freighters and
teamnsters as winter-quarters for their stock, as the Indian ponies and
cattle serape the sncw away with their fore-feet te get at the grass below,
and thereby get mneat an(l drink at the saine tinte; the cnly water, by the
way, that they get during the whole winter. I was in hopes that I should
have found water at this bush, but the amaîl creek wns frozen solid
te the bottom. My herses had now been for forty heurs without anything
te mnoisten. their thi-cats, beyond the sncw that was rnixed wvith their cets.
1 tried the plan cf neltiiig itiow, but the wind which alwaya blows on the
prairie, se permneited the sncw with smoke from the tire, that, when it
lied nielted te water, thîe herses would onily drink it in very amaîl quanti-
tics, and [ dou't blaîîîe them, for evon geod ration tea and cotfee did net
destroy the disagreeal)le flaveur cf the smnoky water. As we drew near the
"Sixty-nîiile Buish," the siiow had perceptibly disappeared, and whien we get

te the bush itself the trail was quite biave. I sent an officer ou a few miles
e}iea(i, te sec what state the trail was in ; hoe returned, and reperted that
thon, was ne sncw te be acen, so 1 gave orders te change the leads from
the sîeîglis te wagguns timat 1 had previously sent eut te this peint. iu
the miiddle cf this eperatien, a heavy snowstormn came on, with a bittercold wind, and we hiad te leave off wcrk and get into car tenta. I have,îneny timnes in îny life, beeni in more comfertable situations! Te ait in acold and cheerless teuit, uand by the light cf a "gpenny dip," et, or try te
et, frozen Ilbully beef," and hard tack, and wash the aumaptucus repeat
dowu with smoky ten, witlî the tliermuometer aomewhere belew zero, is net
what it is cracked ap to be ! Everytlîing that ceuld freeze did freeze,
antI I coutld fot help contrastîng my presout experience witlî that cf a
twelvemorith previeus, when I was Illeaving -the niggers behind " on the
Bayuda Desert, with the temperature somewhere in the haudreda in the
shade.

TPle difficulties cf the inarch were considerably enhanced by the fact
that after lcaving the IlSixty-mnile Bush " there was net a stick cf Wood te
be had tili we struck the South Brancb cf the Saskatchewan River, a
distance cf somie 110 miles ; se we bcd te carry sufficient wced frein the
bush teo do the cooking. 0f course it was eut cf the question te carry
enough te meit snow for the herses, as every available inch cf recin was
taken up with stores an(l ammunitien. The firat day's mnarch after ieaving
the bush was very fair wîîeeling, as the snowstorm cf the previeus uight
did net lest long; but wben we get inte the tgBear" and ciBad " His,
the trail became very heavy. The road winds in and eut and around
these huis, and, in seme cf the coulées that we had te pesa througb, the
suew had drifted se deep in places that the herses al.most completeîy dis-
appeared, and the waggons and carts hnd te be mau-handîed througb.
This was very trying and fatiguing work for the mon, aud muade a big hld
in a day's march. It was in places like these that the little Indien penies,
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