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What, excluded on account of not having good financial
stunqu? None but the weathy need upply, the commis-
sions to he held solely and exclustve ly by the aristocracy,
ag it were, of the countly? never! I say, what has
been doue In retolore can be again done, wnd ‘the examples,
a few of which I will furnish further on, can be repeated
and oughs by all means aud in all justice to become law.

“ Sergeant ” says ““ there are plenty of vacancies and ic
does not vequire any new laws or re-organization to enable
some of C. F Cs highly quahfied and willing uon-coms. to
step forward and upwards.”

“N.C.O” asks “ would they” (the non-coms.) be more
qualificd than those alveady holding the position 17 and th
procecds to say 1 (he) fewr not. . How many regiments
are there in the force who requive an y qndlthdthll other
than length of scrvice to entitle a private to receive pro-
wotion 1. 1 (he) have seen many non-comwmissioned otficers
who, bad they been reguived to pass even the most simple
examination, would have remained in the ranks?’

Now as to the non-coms. would not accept of commis.
sions, ete., *“ Sergea-t” says ‘“the majority would not.”
This is Just what is required.  We donot want all.  Three
c. o'sina company is sufficient under the present system.
The hnmucml question, or “cash” as ‘“Sergeant” calls it,
(boodle) 1 suill contend is foreign and no obstacle whatever
to the question at issue, it has no justitiable right here,
therefore, it present, it is a trespasser and a usurper. A
man's private pocket ought not to be looked to any more in
the militia, army or naval serviee than in any otber calling
o+ occupation of lite.  In this, “Nergeant” and others who
are of the same impression, I am contident, will agree with
nie in every particular when the light dawns wpon him and
them how it vught and wmay be accomplished, which is so
simple I deemed it necessary to explain and comment
thereon in my former letters and also omit doing so in
this.

“N. C.0.” suys “ no doubt there might be instances in
which this would be an improvement,” i. e. “to make the
appointments of oflicers compuisorv from the ranks” as 1
suggested.  Right thou art “ N, C. 0.”  Such would be au
tmprovement of untold and unknown advantage. How
many examples may he given where the best officers rose
from the ranks? Napolenn, Nev, and T might say the
majority, if not quite all, ot Napoleon’s officers, for he
awarded werit wherever tound.  Nelson, Sir Cloudsley
Shovels in the Navy, General Sie Arvchibald Allison and
General James Wolle, the hero of Quebec, and numbers ot
others may be given if this list be not suilicient, who rose
either from the ranks or from poor bovs without mouey.
“ No comrades, I have not the money to spend ” was Nelson's
oft repeated reply to as many invitations to go ashure by
the other ofticers of his ship.  Did he or they succeed in
rising to « post ot honour?  History will answer.

As to the great number of vacancies existing, of which
“Sergeant ” speaks this is no less than a point i support
to my contention of the deplorable state of our militia, but
for soue of “U. K. C's highly qualhiied and willing non-
coms,” to Al these vacancies 1s as sensible as his statem nt
in bis prior letter, “1 (he) could get a commission if 1
choose,” ete., which statement 1 fully answeved in my rveply
of the 23rd ult., and asked for his authority or non-coms,
to appoint themselves to, or take, a commission whenever
they chuose 10 doso.  This authority “Sergeant ” has faile d
to give for the stmple reason we all know he has none to
offer. therefore 1t 1s nnnecessary for we herein to vepeat the
requess,

Next, would the non.coms. be morve qualified, ete,, asks
“N.CO Yes, T answer most emphatically, when we
have C. O3 competent to fill their positions, take an inter-
est in, teach, and enforce the duty of each and every non-
com. and men. Of the present inetheiency ot the non-cows.
I have berein given “ N. C. 0.'s” words which are too true,

all this I have witn-ssed while at camp and recails to wmy
mind mauny lauganlc tnstances.  One of which was in
relicving guavds vie Sergeans in charge of the new guard
armnoed his men (the new wuard) with their hacks towards
the ol guard, and in that manner (in his mind) relieved
them. All this is evidence supporting my contention—
how little is known as to wilitary diill and duty by many
of our so-called ofticers anit noa-coms. And I ask how
otherwise can it be expected under the present system of
appointing officers.  To expect  he non-coms. to be good,
competent and qualified tor their position is an argument
like I frequently hear some parents make use of regarding
schools.  They want and expect their children to study two
or three different langnages and other subjects accordingly,
in fact receive a i stclass education at a school where and
when they (the parenis) advocate and practise, when in
authority to do so, the hiving of teachors who cannot speak
one language correctly and are cqually learned in other
branches. Weo sometimes meet wich a non-com. who lhas
an interest and qualiied hiwmself in every vespect for the
position he holds with a view to rvising higher, but what 1s
the result of all his trouide when a vacancy occurs?  He is
in nine eases out of teu left vemaining in his oid position,
and some political or sucial favourite ot his superior ofticer,
picked up from the streev or elub house, is recommended for
the vacant position and palmed off on the authorities as
some Sergeant receiving promotion,

Let there be but one entrance to our wmilitia force and
that at the ranks, not at side doors as at present, then let
promotion follow as vapully as the oflicer commandmg
deems expedient providing always that the candidate is or
will guahfy within the "atlowable perivcl.  No one who
desires to enter the service aspiving to a high positio .
therein, wishing to acquaint himself with the details and
duties of each and every oflice, and be competent for the
position he aspires to, should whject to this any more than
he who aspires to be a judge of one of ovur superior courts
should object t be at first a student-at law. ¢ There is no
royal road to learning ” ix an adage as auntique as the days
of Euclid.

This finishes the questions asked in the issue of the 5th
inst , and T now vetive for a holiday (rom the tield of strite
leaving the subject, M. Elditor, with vour readers to deter-
wmine whether or nwo L had given wmy quota, argued the
question and set forth suflicient serious vesults avising and
may avise from the evil of the present practice of appoint-
ing the class of men o frequently picked up for otlicers, to
warrant a change in the present syswm of appointing
officers. l)hlchlw vou all adieu pro tem. and thanking you
for your paticnee in reading and for the space granted to my
lengthy letters.

I remain, the countr

v's obedient servant,
E-town, March 1lth, 1891,

C. F.C

Militia General Orders (No. 4) of 13th March, 1891.

NO. 1.--ACTIVE M1LIT1A-~-PERMANENT CORYS,

REGIMENT oF CaNaviaN ARTIHLERY.—Lieutenant Wm. Peter
Burroughs has been permitted to resign his commission,

INFANTRY Scnoot. Corps. —To be Licutenants, provisionally : Alf,
O. Fages (formerly Captain No. 6 Company, gth Bn.) vice J. W, Sears,
resigned,

Cyprien Frederie Olivier Fiset (formerly Licutenant No. 3 Company,
gth Bn.) vice J. C. (.. Drolet, retired.

Lieutenants Fages ‘and  Fiset have been detailed for duty with “B”
Company until further orders

Licutenant and Brevet Captain J. K. Oswabd is transferred from the
Company of Mounted Infantry to the Infanuy School Corps, and
posted to B Company.

BREVET.--John Davis Roche, Infuntry School Corps, 1o be Cap-
tain, from 29th January, 1891,

By command,
WaLKER IPowELL, Colonel,
Adjutant General of Militia,
Canada.



