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clides the whole-of habits of order, cleanlness,
and oconomy in good service.

It is curions to ses that so many girls who
turn froin domestic service prefer the long
hours and more trying business of shops, and
in sorne cases the bard strain of factory life and
of agriculturai labor. With regard te factory
work, it is probable that the large employment
of women bas tended to throw many mon out of
work and te lower wages. Women's labor is
cheaper than men's. Often also women are
worked in factories above their strengtb. Yet
we are sure that the prejudice against factory
girls in the South of England is unjust. In
Lancashire and Yorkshire not a few women of
good C'ristian type of character are te be found
among ' factory hands.' There is often a good
deal of eurnostness, zeal, sympathy for their
fellow ereatures, and love of God among the
women employed in our factories. Many a
Lancahbire parisih owes good as well as cvil te
its factory girls. . . . Christian parents
should not only consider what wages thoir
daughters may earn, but what effect their oc-
cupations may have on their moral and religi-
ous character.

In our hospitails a Christian woman is in her
proper place. Te nurse the sick is one of vom.
an's privileges, and it is one of the brighter
sides of the progress of the last thirtyyears that
aursing bas been elevated intoone of the noblest
ci female professions. It is a curious sign of
the times that, while most female occupations
are overerowded, and the • shrieking sistcrhood
are enciaching on men's specialties, the old-
fishioned and especially leminino occupation of
sehool teacher should be so neglected. 'here
is a difficulty (as many of our clerical readers
must know te thoir seorrow) te get good female
touchers ut moderate stipernds, especially in
villages where social attractions are not great.
Wo only wish more ladies would be aroused by
the present enthusiasm for Christian education
te devote thomselves te this definitely feminine
and nost uselui formi of woman's work. Two
special divisions of woman's teaching work are
we hear, undersupplied-cookery and calisthe-
nie teachers, but they ouly incidentally affect
us. Then agaio Art is more studied by women
now tbin in any provious period of England's
history, and ladies who soek a little lucrative
occupation may add by painting (especially de-
corative painting) tosmall means. Music also
is becoming more a source of income for women
than in other ages of English history. Not only
in teaching muSie, but in performing, and even
in bands we find women emploved.

We migihtgo furtber in dealing with divers
occupations, but we must sparo a few lines for
what, like the postscript Of a lady H lotter, we
wih toregard as the most important. Net un-
frequently when a lady or een a communicant
of ibh poorer classes finds her income insufficient,
and that 'she must do something for hersolf'
she or some female relative consults-where he
really bus the confidence of bis fiock as ho
should-her parish priest on the subject. The
question is, What should be bis reply? it is
ut ss te tell persons who are poor that they

must not do anything tu help themselves, aod
in many cases it is most undersirable te instruct
them te ask their frieuds te help them. The
best plan in a large number of cases is to find
out what kind of work is available and how it
vill suit the candidate fbr employment. In the

case of a woman the first point a priest, or even
aun arnest layman; would consider is, HIow far
is the employment morally safe, and how far is
the person seeting it likely te Se deteriorated
morally ? If it is dangerous or evil, we should
be inclined te say 'No.' For example (in spite
of the kindly interest of the Church and Stage
Guild members) we should not advise a young
communicant te seek a living by the ballet.
Oier employments, however, are almost as
dangerous though not considered se. Thon we
should advise the fitness and training of the ap-
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plicant te ho considered and the fucrativeness
of the employment. One point is very often
put off te the last, though a great deal of aun
noyance and even expense might be saved if it
were conidered ut first, viz., Is the omploy-
ment ovurcrowded ? We heard lately that an
advertisement in a Church .paper for a lady's
belp brought a hundred replies. It is a pity it
should. The uccupation is overcrowded, and
we fear there are more applicants than situa-
tions. On the other band, we heur' of soera
employers who find a difficulty ingetting really
efficient workers, though there is less of this in
women's than men's work.-Church Revieul.

THE HIGHIER CRITICISM.

[Paper read before the Montreal Diocesan Theo-
logical Cotiege by Rev. J. Ker, D.D., Rector
of Grace Church, Montreal.]

Permit me ut the outset to enter a protest
against the use of the word higher in connection

with the criticisn we arc iow about te con-
sider. " Bigber criticism suggests that there
are other criticitms, inforentially of a lowerand
less important kind, from which the so-callad
" higher" criticism ought te be carefully dis-
tinguished. If I might venture te move an
amendment, it would be te substittite the word

speculative for the word higher. This would
give us a nomenclature that would bave soume
considerable correspondence with methods and
results into which the spoculative and hypo-
thetical so largely enter.

At present the higher criticiefi le principally
coucerned with the Old Testament. By a close
examination of the various books, and by con-
paring book with book and part with part
where comparison ie believed te be possible, it
is sought te detarmine the genesis of each. In
reaching conclusions, tradition as te authorship,
not otherwise supported, has but little weight.
The style of the writer, the use of words and
phrases which indicate an early or luter stage
of the Hebrow language: surroundings political,
ecclesiastical, ethnological and geographical, as
far as they can be ascertained, are taken ito
account, and, as far as they go, aid in the for-
mation of the critical judgmnent.

As there is no contemporary Hebrew litera-
ture with which the Old Testament writings
cau be comparad, it miglit seem at first sight as
though the researches of the higher crities iwere
of academical rather than of direct and present
theological interest. Such, bowevor, is far from
being the case. The critics have discovered un
"idealizing element" running throngh records
whieh we and our fathera believed te be the in-
spired Word of Gud; and they bave suggested
questions the solution of which seems incom-
patible with that simple faith in the truth of
the narrative which has been tUe traditional ba-
lief of the Church of God from generation to
generation. Nor is this all. Even the know-
ledge et Hm who is the Word and Wisdom of
God, in whom dwelt all the fulneas of the God-
bead bodily, aven His knowledge as a man bas
not escaped the questioning and the specula-
tions of the I" igher Criticisi." . . .

lu the year 1e17, DeWette, a German theolo.
gian, published " A Historical and Critical in-
troduction te the Canonical and Apocryphal
Books of the Old Testament" in which hie laid
down the lines on which the bigher criticism
bas since wrought out some of its most import-
ant results.

According te DeWette the historical criticism
of the Old Testament should linit itself te the
comparative study of the various books, seeking
to recompose the history of the Jews according
te their contents ; the agreement or disgree-
ment of the varions parts will enable the critic
to form a judgment as to the period te which
the particular theocratic institutions belong;

and also- enable him Io settle approximately the
time te whien the books ought to be referred.
DeWette further hold that investigations pur-
sued in this manner would enable the inquirer
te understand certain historical avents which,as
they appear in the narrative, arc surrounded
with " a transparent veil of fable." Applying
hie own principles of criticisin to the Old Testa-
ment, he decomposed the Book into a variety
of parts. The Pentateuch he found to consist
of a series of fragments differing from each
other in age, origin and ebaracter. Douter-
onomy was not the work of Moses, nor was it
composed until nearly a thousand years after
Moses' time. The compiler of the chronicle
utilized the older writings of Samuel and Kings,
and worked them over in a levitical and bierar-
chicul interest. In a work published later, De
Wette submitted the Psalms te a like treat-
ment, in the detail of which ho attacked not
only the traditional authorship, but also the
Messianic ebaracter (if some of the most con-
fessedly Messianie Psalms in the whole collec-
tion. . . .

Among the most important of recent contri-
butions te the literature of this subject stand
Professor Driver's Introduction te the Litera-
ture of tha Old Testament, and Canon Gore's
essay on the Holy Spirit and Inspiration. The
latter of these two especially bas callea forth a
host of replies and rejoinders, and counter re-
joinders, bas been a burning subjent ut Church
conferences, and bas disturbed the peace of va-
rious kinds of Church societies. Briefly stated,
and I must be brief for I basten much, Dr.
Driver's conclusions are roughly as follows :

1. The Pentateuch, as we now have it, is not
the work of Muses, though without doubt it em-
bodies traditions derived fromi him.

2. In the Pentatouch (se far is it from being
a homogeneous work) there are distinct tokens
of three independent traditions : i.e., the Jeho.
vistie (J.1; theElohistie (E.); and the Priestly
(P).

3. TUe traditions J and E were combined into
one whole about the period of the early Monar-
chy ; the Priest's code was wrougbt into this
about the time of the exile. Hence the HeRa-
touch, as it now stands, is probably not carlier
than the Babylonian Captivity.

4. The Book of Judges was written about the
samo time as the Pentateuch and Joshua.

5. The Books of Samuel about 700 B.C.
6. The Books of the Kings about the time of

Jeremiah.
7. The Chronicles about the timo of Ezra.
S. The luast twenty-six chapters of Isalah are

the work of an unknown prophet who lived
about the close of the Captivity.

9. The Book of Jonah was not -ritten until
more than 300 years after Jonah's time.

10. It is not absolutely certuin that any of
the Psalms were written by David. The lOth
Psalm (" The Lord saith unto my Lord") was
probably not written by David. It is doubtful
if any of the Peaims, as we have thora, are
sarlier than 300 years after David's time; soma
are as late as the period of the Maccabeos.

11. Daniel's Prophecies, in their present
shape, wro probably written about 300 years
B. O.

(To be continued.)

TuERE is, says the Living Ohurch, a signifi-
cance in the following quotation from The COn-
gregationalist, which we are glad te note:

" More religious services on Christmas Day
in Congregational churches have been reportud
te us this year than ever bfore. This is a ten-
dency to be encouraged. Why sbould not other
Churches besides the Episcopal and Romaan
Catholie provide for their constituuency a ser-
vice of worship on a day fraught with se much
moaning te Christian hearts ?"


