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Apnl 17, 1889,

1Ak RBooks Wb Nottosy, 1 have read
with a preat deal of nterest the thiee letters
aigned * Montreal,” Robert DL Richardson
and * Exveelsion” They speak upon asubjedt
whih T have frequently discussed  with
myvell, and upon which my proper love of
proit and my  consaence have frequently
come s conflict. 1 believe with M
Richardson that the bookseller who wall mian.
fully stand up tor his convictons, handle
notliny: undean, amd who will let the publu
know at, will i the end secure the best trade
of Iy town; but ta a man who o already
dowg the mined business, who has to dmne
anay one dass of customn and oaly hope for
1he other ot takes aence. et le premier
pas qui voute,” s the old French saying
whih tells ot my feehngs

1 have many a e argued to myvself just
atter the fashion of * kacelwor,” for that
reason 1 know how weak the arguments are.
Muat 1 cease tosell Shelley, Byron, Shakes-
peure, Goethe, Hene 1tk not. 1 know
the chiss ot peaple who buy dlissies and |
donot fear for them Mo the buyer of the
latest novel, the boyv and el with aimmature
mind, o eanily led 1o destricction, ~o willing
1o follow the ixms fatius of the “know at all

know nothing, sensual, agnesue.”™  They do

not know whither they are beiny led, if they
did they would shudder and draw back, they
are not naturally fond of carrion, in fact they
abhor i, but we call the foul odor of decay
“Gamey,” the rot and maggot of the old
cheese a delicacy, and thereby deceiving
our palate by smooth language and a
neh dressing we may make foulness in
Inerawure palatable, nay, a necessity, 1 blush
to acknowledge the fact ; but fact it is never-
theless, 1 keep some of the latter novels
idden away so that my family may not sce
them, vet 1 osell them cvery day o my
customers. Is it not s0 with you too, oh
brother booksellers? HaMIrToN,

Drar Sik, -Your article in May number
on the * Union Scale™ for daily papers was
just to the peint. It is always our fault if we
do not make moncy out of the news busi.
ness, It 13 the petty linle jealousies that
ovist between us that prevent our biusiness
being as profitable as 1t is pleasant and
bhonourable.  Jones cuts prices because it is
reported to him that Robinson 15 doing so.
More than likely the report i35 incorrect, in
fact a lie manufictured for a purpose, and
that purpose sunply to cnable the teller of it
1o pet his own paper at a cut rate.  \Why
don’t we have sutficient manliness to stand
up on our own fect and not be worrying
about what some other member of the trude
may be domyg,

Then as 1o the cheap papers. | don’t
handle them ; they neither give pratit of them-

selves or allow goods to be sold which would
give profit. 1 will aot handle any evening
paper untit I can find a high-priced one, and
1 certainly will not have anything to do with
a cheap moming paper.

! hope you will succeed in obtaining the
new schedule outlined in the My nuwinber.
If you do, I, for one, will guarantee to stand
by it, and to do my level best to work up the
circulstion of the paper that give it.- - Yours,

NEWS AGENT.

DEar BooKs aND NOTIONS.- Your cor-
1espondent * Enough,” in last number takes
aovery low class view of the bookseller’s oce
cupation. If he was one of the much mabgned
whiskey sellers, he could not 1ake a much
mcaner vicw of his business.  The questions,
Will it sell2 and Will it pay in money ? can
not cover the whole ground of a man’s life
and work and aims- not cven those of the
lowest wmembers of the social scale- and
certainly the bookscllers do not lie on that
fevel.

1 believe thatours is the highest and most
honourable trade that exists, and it would
be so regarded by the public generally, but
for some of the men like ** Enough” who
are in #t “for revenue only.” 1 don't wam
to discuss the question of our right 1o sell
certain classes of hooks : such questions can
only be scttled by the consciences of the
mdividual dealers.  For myself, T may just
say that I am very particular, especially in
novels.  In cducational works, in essays, in




