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suitors or they niay bc submnitted by the Governor-General in
Couneil as questions arising in the course of governmontal ad-
mninistration, under powers for that purpose contained in the
Constitutional Act and the Supreme Court Act. This power
has been exervised on a nuniber of occasions, as in the reference
tco detcrniine whether the power to enact Lord 's l)ay legisiation
residep in the Provinces or in the Dominion. A nwost notable
use of it illustrating the elasses of mnatters requiring elucida-
tion under the law in Canada was made by Orders in Conuit
in 1894 and 1895 when several cognate questions relating to our
t!sherics and waters ivere submaitted for the opinion of the court
and subsequently on appeal to the Judicial Committee of the
Privy Concil. One of these qjuestions was: £ Did the bcd of ail
lakes, rivers, publie harbours, and other waters, or any and
which of theni, situate within the territorial limit of the several
Provinces and not granted hefore Conftderation, become under
the British North Amnerica Act th<' py qperty of the Dominion
or the property of the Province in whieh the same respectively
are situate?¶' A further question was whethcr there was any,
and, if any, what, dist;nction betwecn the varions classes of
waters-sait or fresh, tidal or non-tidal, navigable or non-navi-
gable waters--between the great lakes, sucli as Superior, Huron
and Erie and other lak-ee betwéen grent rivera xueh as the St.
Lawrence, Richelieu and Ottawa and other river@. The queî.
tions also eovered an inquiry as to, the power of the Dominion
Parliarnent te pass legisiation relative to works, navigable
rivera, and fi8heries, and1 to the grantînig af liensez to fish, audl
also as to the rights of riparian proprietors before the Act of
Con fpderation. Tho opinion of the Supremne Court was n,-
vitwed ai substani ially ponfIrmed by the Jiudivial Coinimittee.

A court eharged with a fin.al voice upon the questions cf the
publie irnportanpe of the foregoing (and questions of an equally
grave and e<itnplex nature tinder Our Constitution are eonstantly'
arising) eould not fail to gather to itspîf not only a dist.inguiâlhed
rieutation but a position of eommnnding influenep ns a grent
nai lonai institution. Tbat famé~ and authority do nc~t nt théRe'W4
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