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Thie Referendum in~ Canada.

HE lleîerendum is an institution under wtîiuh no propdsai,
l'or echanging the constitution of a country can become
law until it lias reeeived the direct approval of -the citi-
zens. The case for and against Referendum has been

fouglat out in lengthy debates in. inany parlianients during several
sRessions. It exists, thougli flot under' the naine of the Referendtum,
-in most of flie States of the American Union.

Mrany people take littie or no interest in our present systeni
Cif governuient. They are flot called uipon to give their opinions
of their soinetimies worthless.mnembers. If fixe iReferendum wvere
introdneed into Canada it would certainly have an advantageous
Pifect. The pe~ople would tak-e a far kieener inferest in polifics
if they knew that questions miglht corne before them; it would
engender a feeling of responsibility, profoe national unity,
prove a safety-valve for political agitation and conduce to, the
tranquility of trade and of the colonies generally. If is, more-
over, tlic proper way of recognizing thle sovereignity of the
peCople.

The opponents of Referendumn niay argue as f0, fie fitncss
ni- unfitness of the people to, judge new Iaws cormingr info tlîe.
eountry. If flie people are able to clioose representatives sureiy,
thc'y ean pronounce on laws. Electors are only required to, give
thipir approval or disapproval to, a inatter already threslied out.
eannot any cominon individual do this Y Besides, the people
are practiced on- suci questions. They are aucustomned f0 vote on
Loeal Option, the imposition of new rates, etc. The votings on
thesp questions are on]y Referendums, in miniature.

Publie opinion is changingy in favour of this systein. owing
iii the main f0 a keen perception of the evils w'hich. infect our
prî-sént parliamnentary .systein and a conviction that these evils
illt be mifigated by the exercise of a national vote. The chief

dekfeet of our present systein of government is that fixe party
having flie najority ean pass .any ineasure they wisli. In Denio-
erafie countries such as Switzerland and thle U'nited States, fixe
article.s of constitution are in a strict sense fhl1w of fixe ]and.
They cannot be altered or menaced by the suiail and temporary
xîîajority of a Ilepresentafive -Assemnbly. Such a majority iuay
xisrepresent flic Yifl of t;he people. Tlîe foundations of a country


